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BARON    T  R  E  N  C  K. 


IVl  Y  dungeon  was  in  a  cafe- 
mate,  the  fore  part  of  which,  fix 
feet  wide,  and  ten  feet  long,  was 
divided  by  a  party  walj.  In  the 
inner  wall  were  two  doors,  and  a 
third  at  the  entrance  of  the  cafemare 
itfelf.  The  window,  in  the  feven 
feet  thick  wall,  was  fo  fituated  thi.r, 
though  I  had  light,  I  could  fee  nci- 
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ther  lieaven  nor  earth  j  I  could  onl/ 
fee  the  roof  of  the  magazine  i  within 
and  without  this  window  were  iron 
bars,  and  in  the  fpace  between  an 
iron  grating,  fo  clofe,  and  fo  fituated, 
by  the  rifing  of  the  walls,  that  it 
was  impoflible  I  (hould  fee  any  per- 
fon  without  the  prifon,  or  that  any 
perfon  fliould  fee  me.  On  the  out- 
fide  was  a  wooden  palifadoe,  fix 
feet  from  the  wall,  by  which  the 
centinels  were  prevented  from  con- 
veying any  thing  to  me.  I  had  a 
matrafs,  and  a  bedftead,  but  which 
was  immoveably  ironed  to  the  floor, 
fo  that  it  was  impoITible  I  fhould 
<irag  it,  and  ftand  up  to  the  window ; 
befide  the  door  was  a  fmall  iron  ftove 
and  a  night  table,  in  like  manner 
fixed  to  the  floor.  I  was  not  yet 
put  in  irons,  and  my  allowance 
was  a  pound  and  a  half  per  day  of 
ammunition  breadj  and  a  jug  of  water; 

From 


(    3    ) 
From  my  youth  I  had  always  had  a 
good  appetite,  and  my  bread  was  fo 
mouldy  1  could  fcarcely  at  firfl  eat  the 
half  of  it.   This  was  the  confequence 
of  Major  Ricding's  avarice,  who  en- 
deavoured to  profit  even  by  this,  fo 
great  was  the  number  of  unfortunate 
prifoners;  therefore,  it  is  impofTible 
I  fhould  defcribe  to  my  readers  the 
excefs  of  tortures  that,  during  eleven 
months,  I  felt  from  ravenous  hunger. 
I  could,  eafily,   every  day  have  de- 
voured  fix   pounds  of  bread ;    and 
every  twenty-four  hours  after  having 
received,  and  fwallowed,  my  fmall 
portion,   I  continued  as  hungry  as 
before  I    began,  yet  mufl:  wait  ano- 
ther twenty-four  hours    for   a  new 
morfcl.      How   willingly   would  I 
have  figned   a  bill  of  exchange  for 
a  thoufand  ducats,  on   my  property 
at  Vienna,  only  to  have  fatiated  my 
hunger  on  dry  bread !  For,  fo  extreme 
B  2  was 
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■was  it,  that,  fcarcely  had  I  dropt 
into  a  fwect  fleep,  before  I  dreamed 
1  was  feafting  at  fome  table,  luxuri- 
oufly  loaded,  where,  eating  like  a 
glutton,  the  whole  company  were 
aftonifhed  to  fee  me,  while  my  ima- 
gination was  heated  by  the  fenfation 
of  famine.  Awakened  by  the  pains 
of  hunger,  the  difhes  vanifhed,  and 
nothing  remained  but  the  reality  of 
my  diftrefs  ;  the  cravings  of  nature 
were  but  inflamed,  my  tortures  pre- 
venicd  ficep,  and,  looking  into  futu- 
rity, the  cruelty  of  my  fate  fufFered, 
if  poffible,  increafe,  from  imagining 
that  the  prolongation  of  pangs  like 
thefe  was  infupportable.  God  pre- 
fervc  every  honeft  man  from  fuifer- 
ing£  like  mine  !  They  were  not  to  be 
endured  by  the  villain  moft  obfti- 
nate.  Many  have  failed  three  days, 
many  have  fuffered  want  for  a  week, 
or  more,  but,  certainly,  no  one,  be- 
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fid«  myfclf,  ever  endured  it  in  the 
ianc  excels  for  eleven  months. 
Some  have  fuppofed  that  to  eat 
little  might  become  habitual,  but 
I  have  experienced  the  contrary. 
My  hunger  increafed  every  day,  and, 
of  all  the  trials  of  fortitude  my 
whole  life  has  afforded,  this,  of  eleven 
months,  was  the  moll  bitter. 

Petitions,  remonftrances,  were  of  no 
avail  i  the  anfwer  was  —  "  We  muft 
*'  give  no  more,  fuch  is  the  king's 
''command."  The  Governor  General 
Borck,  born  the  enemy  of  man,  re- 
plied, when  I  entreated,  at  lead,  to 
have  my  fill  of  bread,  "  You  have 
"  fcafted  often  enough  out  of  the 
"  lervice  of  plate  taken  from  the 
"  king,  by  Trenck,  at  the  battle 
"  of  Sorau  j  you  muff  now  eat 
"  ammunition  bread  in  your  dirty 
"  kennel.  Your  Emprefs  makes  no 
"  allowance  for  your  maintenance, 
B  3  "  and 


(     6    ) 

"  and  you  are  unworthy  of  the  bread 
"  you  eat,  07  the  trouble  taken 
"  about  you."  Judge,  reader,  what 
pangs  fuch  infolence,  added  to  fuch 
fufferings,  muft  inflid.  Judge  what 
were  my  thoughts,  forefeeing,  as  I 
did,  an  endlefs  duration  to  this  im- 
prifonment,  and  thefe  torments. 

My  three  doors  were  kept  ever 
ihut,  ^d  I  was  left  to  fuch  medi- 
tations as  fuch  feelings,  and  fuch 
hopes,  might  infpire.  Daily,  about 
Jioon,  once  in  twenty  four  hours> 
my  pittance  of  bread  and  water 
was  brought.  The  keys  of  all  the 
doors  were  kept  by  the  governor; 
the  inner  door  was  not  opened,  but 
my  bread  and  water  were  delivered 
through  an  aperture.  The  prifon 
doors  were  opened  only  once  a  week, 
on  a  Wednefday,  when  the  governor, 
and  town  major,  my  hole  having 
been  firft  cleaned,  paid  their  vifit. 

Havina 
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I  laving  remained  thus  two  months, 
and  obfcrved  this  method  was  in- 
variable, I  began  to  execute  a  projc(fl 
I  had  formed,  of  the  poflibility  of 
which  I  was  convinced. 

Where  the  night-table  and  Itove 
flood  the  floor  was  bricked,  and 
this  paving  extended  to  the  wall 
that  feparated  my  cafemate  from 
the  adjoining  one,  in  which  was  no 
prifoner.  My  window  was  only 
guarded  by  a  fingle  centinelj  I, 
therefore,  foon  found,  among  thofc 
who  fucceflively  relieved  guard,  two 
kind  hearted  fellows,  who  defcribed 
to  me  the  fituation  of  my  prifon  ; 
hence  I  perceived  I  might  effect  my 
efcape,  could  I  but  penetrate  into 
the  adjoining  cafemate,  the  door  of 
which  was  not  fliut.  Provided  I  had 
a  friend;,  and  a  boat  waiting  for  me 
at  the  Eibe,  or  could  I  fwim  acrofs 
£  4  that 
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that  river,  the  confines  of  Saxony 
were  but  a  mile  diftant. 

To  defcribe  my  plan,  at  length, 
would  lead  to  prolixity,  yet,  I  muft 
enumerate  fome  of  its  circum- 
ftances,  as  it  was  remarkably  intri- 
cate, and  of  gigantic  labour. 

I  worked  through  the  iron,  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  by  which  the 
night-table  was  faftened,  and  broke 
off  the  clinchings  of  the  nails, 
but  preferved  their  heads,  that  I 
might  put  them  again  in  their  places, 
and  all  might  appear  fecure  to  my 
weekly  vifitors.  This  procured  me 
tools  to  raife  up  the  brick  floor, 
under  which  I  found  earth.  My 
firft  attempt  was  to  work  a  hole 
through  the  wall,  feven  feet  thick, 
behind,  and  concealed  by,  the 
night-table.  The  firft  layer  was  of 
brick.  I  afterwards  came  to  large 
hewn  ftones.  I  endeavoured,  accu- 
rately. 


(     9     ) 

ratelv,  to  number  and  remember  the 
bricks,  boiii  of  the  flooring  and  the 
wall,  fo  that  I  might  re^ilace  them, 
and  all  might  appear  lafc.  This 
having  accomplKhed,  I  proceeded. 

The  day  preceding  vifitation  all 
was  carefully  replaced,  and  the  inter- 
vening mortar  as  carefully  prefcrvcdj 
the  whole  had,  probably,  been  white- 
waflied  a  hundred  times  j  and,  that 
I  might  fill  up  all  remaining  in- 
tcrftices,  I  pounded  the  white  fluff 
this  afforded,  wetted  it,  made  a  brufh 
of  my  hair,  then  applied  this  plaifter, 
wafhed  it  over,  that  the  colour  might 
be  uniform,  and,  afterward,  ft  ripped 
myfelf,  and  fat,  with  my  naked 
body  againlt  the  place,  by  the  heat 
of  which  it  was  dried. 

While    labouring,    I    placed    the 

ftones  and  bricks  upon  my  bedÜead, 

and,  had  they  taken  the  precaution 

to  come  at  any  other  time  in  the 
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weck,  the  ftated  Wednefday  excepted, 
I  had,  inevitably,  been  difcovered  j 
but,  as  no  fuch  ill  accident  befel  me, 
in  fix  months  my  Herculean  labours 
gave  me  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 

Means  were  to  be  found  to  re- 
move the  rubbifli  from  my  prifon ; 
all  of  which,  in  a  ^vall  fo  thick,  it 
was  impofTible  to  replace :  mortar 
and  ftone  could  not  be  removed. 
I,  therefore,  took  the  earth,  fcattered 
it  about  my  chamber,  and  ground  it 
under  my  feet  the  whole  day,  till  I 
had  reduced  it  to  duftj  this  dufl  I 
flrewed  in  the  aperture  of  my  win- 
dow, making  ufe  of  the  loofened 
night- table  to  ftand  upon.  I  tied 
fpl inters  from  my  bedftead  together, 
with  the  ravelled  yarn  of  an  old 
Hocking,  and  to  this  affixed  a  tuft 
of  my  hair.  I  worked  a  large  hole 
under  the  middle  grating,  which 
could  not  be  {ten  when  ftanding  on 

the 


(  "  ) 

the  ground,»  and  through  this  I 
puflicd  my  dud  with  the  tool  I  had 
prepared  to  the  outer  window,  then, 
waiting  till  the  wind  fhould  happen 
to  rife,  during  the  niglit  I  brufhed 
it  away,  it  was  blown  off,  and  no 
appearance  remained-on  the  outfidc. 
By  this  fingle  expedient  I  rid  myfelf 
of,  at  lead,  three  hundred  weight  of 
earth,  and  thus  made  room  to  con- 
tinue my  labours :  yet,  this  being 
flill  infufficienr,  I  had  recourfe  to 
another  artifice,  which  was,  to  knead 
up  the  earth  in  the  form  of  faufages, 
to  refemble  the  human  faeces:  thefe 
I  dried,  and,  when  the  prilbner  came 
to  clean  my  dungeon,  haüily  toffed 
them  into  the  night-table,  and  thus 
difcncumbered  myfelf  of  a  pound  or 
two  more  of  earth  each  week.  I, 
further,  made  little  balls,  and,  when 
the  centinel  was  walking,  blew 
them,  through  a  papcv  tul^e,  out  of 
B  6  the 
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the  window.  Into  the  empty  fpacc 
I  put  my  mortar  and  flones,  and 
worked  on  fuccefsfully. 

I  cannotj  however,  defcribe  my 
difficulties,  after  having  penetrated 
about  two  feet  into  the  hewn  ftone. 
My  tools  were  the  irons  I  had  dug 
out,  which  faflened  my  bedftead  and 
night-table.  A  compaffionate  fol- 
dier,  alfo,  gave  me  an  old  iron  ram- 
rod, and  a  foldier's  Iheath- knife, 
which  did  me  excellent  fervice,  more 
efpecially,  the  latter,  as  I  (hall,  pre- 
fently,  more  fully  fhew.  With  thefe, 
too,  I  cut  fplinters  from  my  bedftead, 
which'aided  me  to  pick  the  mortar 
from  the  interfaces  of  the  ftone : 
yet  the  labour  of  peoetrating  through 
this  leven-feet  wall  was  incredible: 
the  building  was  ancient,  and  the 
mortar,  occafionally,  quite  petrified, 
fo  that  the  whole  ftone  v/as  obliged  to 
be  reduced  to  duft.  After  continu- 
ing 
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ing  my  work,  unremittingly,  for  fix 
months,  I,  at  length,  approached 
the  accomplifhment  of  my  hopes, 
as  I  knew,  by  coming  to  the  facing 
of  brick,  which,  now,  was  only  be- 
tween me  and  the  adjoining  cafe- 
matc. 

Meantime  I  found  opportunity 
to  fpeak  to  fome  of  the  centinels, 
among  whom  was  an  old  grenadier 
called  Gefhardt,  whom  I  here 
name,  becaufe  he  difplaycd  qualities 
of  the  greateft,  and  mod  noble,  kind. 
From  him  I  learned  the  precife  fitu- 
ation  of  my  prifon,  and  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  might  befl  conduce 
to  my  efcape. 

Nothing  was  wanting  but  money 
to  buy  a  boat,  and,  crofling  the  Elbe 
with  Gefhardt,  to  take  refuge  in 
Saxony.  By  Gefhardt's  means  I 
became  acquainted  with  a  kind- 
hearted  girl,  a  Jev/efs,  and  a  native 

of 
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of  Deflau,  Efther  Heymannin  by- 
name, and  whofe  father  had  been  ten 
years  in  prifon.  This  good,  com- 
panionate maiden,  whom  I  had  ne- 
ver feen,  won  over  two  other  grena- 
diers, who  gave  her  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  me  every  time  they 
ftood  centinel.  By  tying  my  fplin- 
ters  together,  I  made  a  ftick  long 
enough  to  reach  beyond  the  pali- 
fadoes  that  were  before  my  window, 
and  thus  obtained  paper,  another 
knife,  and  a  file. 

1,  now,  wrote  to  my  filler,  the 
wife  of  the  before-mentioned  only 
fon  of  General  Waldow,  defcribed 
my  fituation,  and  intreated  her  to 
fem.it  three  hundred  rix-doliars  to»  3 
the  Jewefs,  hoping,  by  this  means,  I 
might  efcape  from  my  prifon.  I 
wrote  another  afFedling  letter  to 
Count  Puebla,  the  Auftrian  ambafla- 
dor,  at  Berlin,  in  which  was  inclofed 

a  drafc> 


(     'S     ) 

a  draft,  for  a  thoufand  florins,  on 
my  efTcdls   at  Vienna,  defiring  him 
to  remit  thefe  to  the  Jewefs,  havino- 
promifed  her  that  fum,  as  a  reward 
for  her  fidelity.     She   was  to   bring 
the   three    hundred    rix-dollars    my 
filler  jfhould  fend   to  me,   and  take 
meafures,    with    the   grenadiers,    to 
facilitate  my  flight,   which  nothing 
feemed  able  to  prevent,  I  having  the 
power  either  to  break  into  the  cafe- 
mate,   or,    aided  by  the  grenadiers 
and   the   Jewefs,    to  cut  the  locks 
from     the    doors,    and,    that   way, 
cfcape    from    my   dungeon.       The 
letters  were  open,  I   being  oblio-ed 
to  roll  them  round  the  flick  to  con- 
vey them  to  Efther. 

The  faithful  girl  ftraightway  pro- 
ceeded to  Berlin,  where  fhe  arrived 
fafe,  and,  immediately,  fpoke  to 
Count  Puebla.  The  Count  gave 
her  the  kindefl  reception,  received 
6  the 
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the  letter,  with  the  letter  of  ex- 
change, and  bade  her  go  and  fpeak 
to  Weingarten,  the  fecretary  of  the 
embaffy,  and  adl  entirely  as  he  fhould 
direct.  She  was  received  by  Wein- 
garten in  the  moft  friendly  manner, 
who,  by  his  quellions,  drew  from  her 
the  whole  fecret,  and  our  intended 
plan  of  flight,  aided  by  the  two  gre- 
nadiers, and,  alfo,  that  fhe  had  a  let- 
ter for  my  fifter,  which  fhe  muft  car- 
ry to  Hammer,  near  Cuilrin,  He 
aflced  to  fee  this  letter,  read  it,  told 
her  to  proceed  on  her  journey,  gave 
her  two  ducats  to  bear  her  expences, 
ordered  her  to  come  to  him  on  her 
return,  faid  that,  during  this  inter- 
val, he  would  endeavour  to  obtain 
her  the  thoufand  florins  for  my 
draft,  and  would  then  give  her  fur- 
ther infl:ru6lions. 

Efl:her,    cheerfully,   departed    for 
Hammer,  where  my  fifter,  then  a 

widow. 
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Tvidow,  and  no  longer,  as  in  1746, 
in  dread  of  her  hufband,  joyful  to 
hear  I  was  iliil  living,  immediately 
gave  her  tlie  three  hundred  rix- dol- 
lars, exhorting  her  to  exert  every 
poflible  means  to  obtain  my  deli- 
verance. Efther  haftened  back,  with 
the  letter  from  my  filler  to  me,  to 
Berlin,  and  told  all  that  had  pafled  to 
Weingarten,  who  read  the  letter, 
and  enquired  the  names  of  the  two 
grenadiers.  He  told  her  the  thou- 
fand  florins,  from  Vienna,  were  not 
yet  come,  but  gave  her  twelve  du- 
cats, bade  her  haften  back  to  Magde- 
burg, to  carry  me  all  this  good 
news,  and  then  to  return  to  Berlin, 
where  he  would  pay  her  the  thou- 
fand  florins.  Efther  came  to  Magde- 
burg, went,  immediately,  to  the 
citadel,  and,  moft  luckily,  met  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  grenadiers,  who 
told  her  that  her  hufband  and  his 

com- 
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comrade  had  been  taken,  and  put 
in  irons  the  day  before.  Efther 
had  quicknefs  of  perception,  and 
fufpedled  we  had  been  betrayed ;  fhe, 
therefore,  inftantly  again  began  her 
travels,  and  happily  came  fafe  to 
Deflau. 

Here  I  muft  interrupt  my  narra- 
tive, that  I  m?y  explain  this  infernal 
enigma  to  my  readers,  an  account  of 
which  I  received,  after  I  had  obts  ned 
my  freedom,  and  ftill  pofTefs,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  this  Jewefs.  Wein- 
garten, as  was  afterwards  difcovered, 
was  a  traitor,  and  too  much  trufted 
by  Count  Puebla,  he  being  a  fpy  in 
the  pay  of  Prufila,  and  who  had 
revealed  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  not 
only  the  fecrcts  of  the  Imperial  em- 
bafly,  but  alfo  the  whole  plan  of  the 
projc6ted  war.  For  this  reafon,  he 
afterward,  when  war  broke  out,  re- 
mained at  Berlin,  in  the  Pruflian  fer- 

vice. 
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vice.  His  reafon  for  betraying  mc 
was  that  he  might  fecure  the  thou- 
fand  florins,  which  I  had  drawn  for 
on  Vienna;  for  the  receipt  of  the 
24th  of  May,  1755,  attefts  that  the 
fum  was  paid,  by  the  adminiftrators 
of  my  efFcds,  to  Count  Puebla,  and 
has  fince  been  brought  to  account; 
nor  can  I  believe  that  Weingarten 
did  not  appropriate  this  fum  to 
himfelf,  fince  I  cannot  be  perfuaded 
the  ambaflfador  would  commit  fuch 
an  aä:ion,  although  the  receipt  is  in 
his  hand-writing,  as  may  eafily  be 
demon ftrated,  it  being  now  in  my 
polTeflion.  Thus  did  Weingarten, 
that  he  might  detain  a  thoufandflo' 
rins,  with  impunity,  bring  new  evils 
upon  me,  and  upon  my  fifler,  which 
occafioned  herprematuredeath;  cauf- 
ed  one  grenadier  to  run  the  gauntlet, 
three  fuccefTive  days,  and  another  to 
be  hung. 

Efther 
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Efther  alone  efcaped,  and,  fince, 
gave  me  an  elucidation  of  the  whole 
affair.  The  report  at  Magdeburg 
was  that  a  Jewcfs  had  obtained 
money  from  my  fifter,  and  bribed 
two  grenadiers,  and  that  one  of  thefe 
had  trufted,  and  been  betrayed  by 
his  comrade.  Indeed,  what  other 
ftory  could  be  told  at  Magdeburg, 
or  how  could  it  be  known  I  had  been 
betrayed  to  the  Pruffian  miniftry  by 
the  Imperial  fecretary?  The  truth, 
however,  is  as  I  have  ftateds  my 
account  book  exifts,  and  the  Jewefs 
is  ftill  alive. 

Her  poor  imprifoned  father  was 
punilhed  with  more  than  a  hun- 
dred blows,  to  make  him  declare 
whether  his  daughter  had  intrufted 
him  with  the  plot,  or  if  he  knew 
whither  Ihe  was  fled,  and  miferably 
died  in  fetters.  Such  was  the  mif- 
chief  occafioned  by  arafcal !  And  who 

might 
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might  be  blamed  but  the  imprudent 
Count  Puebla? 

In  the  year  1766,  the  Jewcfs  de- 
manded of  me  a  thoufand  florins; 
and  I  wrote  to  Count  Puebla,  that, 
having  his  receipt  for  the  fiim,  which 
never  had  been  repaid,   I   begged  it 
might  be  reftorcd.    He  received  my 
agent   with    rudenefs,    returned    no 
anfwer,  and  Teemed  to  trouble  him- 
felf  little  concerning  my  lofs.    Whe- 
ther the  heirs  of  the  count  be,  or  be 
not,  indebted  to  me  thefe  thoufand 
florins,  and  the  intcreft,  I  leave  the 
world  to  determine.     Thrice  have  I 
been  betrayed  at   Vienna,   and  fold 
to  Berlin,  like  Jofeph  to  the  Egyp- 
tians.   My  hiftory  proves  the  origin 
of  my  misfortunes   was  the  perfua- 
fion  that  rcfidents,  envoys,  and  am- 
bafladors,  mufb  be  men   of  known 
worth  and  honefty,  and  not  the  vileft: 
of  rafcals  and  mifcreants.  But,  alas! 

the 
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the  cffefts  and  money  they  have 
robbed  mc  of  have  never  been  re- 
flored  J  and,  for  the  miferies  they 
have  brought  upon  me,  they  cx)uld 
not  be  recompenfed  by  the  wealth 
of  any  or  all  the  monarchs  on  earth, 
Eftates  they  may,  but  truth  they  can- 
not, confifcate;  and  of  the  vil- 
lainy of  Abramfon  and  Weingarten, 
I  have  documents  and  proofs  that  no 
court  of  juftice  could  difannul.  — 
Stop,  reader,  if  thou  haft  a  hearf, 
and  in  that  heart  compaffion  !  Stop, 
and  imagine  what  my  fenfations  are, 
while  I  remember,  and  recount,  a  part 
only  of  the  injuftice  that  has  been 
done  me,  a  part  only  of  the  tyranny 
I  have  endured  !  By  this  laft  ad  of 
treachery,  of  Weingarten,  was  I  held 
in  chains,  the  moft  horrible,  for  nine 
fucceeding  years  f  By  him  was  an 
innocent  man  brought  to  the  gallows ! 
By  him,  too,  my  fifter,  my  beloved, 

my 
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my  unfortunate  fifter,  was  obliged  to 
build  a  dungeon  for  me,  at  her  own 
cxpence  !  Befide  being  amerced  in 
a  fine,  the  extent  of  which  I  never 
could  learn.  Her  goods  were  plun- 
dered, her  eftates  made  a  defert,  her 
children  fell  into  extreme  poverty, 
and  fhe,  herfelf,  expired  in  her  thirty- 
third  year,  the  vi<5lim  of  cruelty,  per- 
fecution,  her  brother's  misfortunes, 
and  the  treachery  of  the  Imperial 
«nrtbafly  ! 

BlefTed  (hade  of  a  beloved  fifter  !— 
The  facrifice  of  my  adverfe  and  dread- 
ful fate!  Thee  could  I  never  avenge! 
Thee  could  the  blood  of  Weingarten 
never  appcafe !  No  afylum,  how- 
ever facred,  (hould  have  fecured  him, 
had  he  not  fought  that  laft  of  afylums 
for  human  wickednefs  and  human 
woes,  the  grave !  To  thee  do  I 
dedicate  thefe  few  pages,  a  tribute 
of  thankfulnefs  i  and,  if  future  re- 
wards 
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wards  there  are,  may  the  brlghtefl 
of  thefe  rewards  be  thine!  For  us, 
nor  for  ours,  may  rewards  be  ex- 
pe6led  from  monarchs  who  in  apa- 
thy have  beheld  our  mortal  fuffer- 
ings.  Reft,  noble  foul,  murdered, 
though  thou  wert,  by  the  enemies  of 
thy  brother !  Again  my  blood  boils, 
again  the  tears  roll  down  my  cheeks, 
when  I  remember  thee,  thy  fuifer- 
ings  in  my  caufe,  and  thy  untimely 
end!  I  knew  it  not — I  fought  to 
thank  thee  —  I  found  thee  in  the 
grave — I  would  have  made  retribu- 
tion to  thy  children,  but  unjuft,  iron- 
hearted  princes  had  deprived  me  of 
the  power. — Can  the  virtuous  heart 
conceive  affliftion  more  cruel?  My 
own  ills  I  would  have  endured  with 
magnanimity;  but  thine  are  wrongs 
]  have  neither  the  power  to  forget 
nor  heal. 

Enough 
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The  worthy  Emperor,  Francis  I. 
llicd  tears,  when  1  afterward  had  the 
honour  of  relating  to  him,  in  pcrfon, 
my  pafl  miferies;  I  beheld  them  flow, 
and  gratitude  threw  me  at  his  feet. 
His  emotion  was  To  great,  he  tore 
himfelf  away!  I  left  the  .palace  with 
all  that  enthufiafm  of  foul  which 
fuch  a  fcene  mud  infpire. 

He,  probably,  would  have  done 
more  than  pitied  me,  but  his  death 
füon  followed.  I  relate  this  incident 
to  convince  poilerity  Francis  I. 
poflcired  a  heart  worihy  an  emperor, 
worihy  of  a  man.  In  the  knowledge 
I  have  had  of  monarchs,  he  (lands 
alone.  Frederic  and  Fherefa  both 
died  without  doing  me  jallice;  I 
am  now  too  old,  too  proud,  have 
too  much  apathy,  to  expe(ft  ic 
from  their  fucccflors.  Petition  I 
will   not,   kaov.ing   my  rights  i   and 

Vol.  il.  C  juilice 
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juitice  from  courts  of  law,  however 
evident  my  claims,  were,  in  thefc 
courts,  vain  indeed  to  expeft.  — 
Lawyers  and  advocates  I  know  but 
too  well,  and  an  army  to  fupport 
my  rights  I  have  nor. 

What  heart  that  can  feel  but 
will  pardon  me  thefe  digreflions! 
At  the  exa6l  and  fimplc  recital  of 
h^&  like  thefe,  the  whole  man  muft 
be  roufed,  and  the  philofopher  him- 
fclf  ihudder. 

Once  more : — I  heard  nothing  of 
what  had  happened  for  fome  days ; 
at  length,  however,  it  was  the  honeft 
Gefhiirdt's  turn  to  mount  guard ; 
but,  the  pofts  being  doubled,  and  two 
additional  grenadiers  placed  before 
ifty  door,  explanation  was  exceed- 
ingly diificult.  He,  however,  in 
fpite  of  precaution,  found  means  to 
inform  me  what  had  happened  to  his 
two  unfortunate  comrades. 

6  The 
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The  King  came  to  a  review  at 
Magdeburg,   when    he   vifitcd    the 
Star-Fort,   and   commanded   a   new 
cell  to  be  immediately  made,  pre- 
fcribing  himfelf  the  kind  of  irons  by 
which   I   was  to  be  fecured.     The 
honeft  Gef  hardt  heard  the  officer  fay 
this  cell  was  meant  for   me;  gave 
me  notice  of  it,   but  afTured  me  it 
could  not   be  ready   in  lefs   than   a 
month.    I,  therefore,  determined,  as 
fbon   as   pofiible,    to  complete  my 
breach  in  the  wall,  and  efcape,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  one.     The  thing 
was  pofiible  i  for  I  had  twifted  the 
hair  of  my  matrafs  into  a  rope,  which 
I   meant  to    tie   to  a  cannon,    and 
defcend  the  rampart,  after  which  I 
might  fwim  acrofs  the   Elbe,    gain 
the  Saxon  frontiers,  and   thus  fafely 
efcape. 

On  the  26th  of  May  I  had  deter- 
mined to  break  into  the  next  cafe- 
C  2  matej 
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mate;  bur,  when  I  came  to  work  at 
the  bricks,  I  found  them  fo  hard, 
and  ftrongly  cemented,  that  I  was 
oblif^ed  to  defer  the  labour  to  the 
following  day.  I  left  off,  weary  and 
fpent,  at  day  break,  and,  Ihould  any- 
one enter  my  dungeon,  they  muft  in- 
fallibly difcover  the  breach.  How 
dreadful  is  the  dcftiny  by  which, 
through  life,  1  have  been  perfecuted, 
and  which  has  continually  plunged 
me  headlong  into  calamity,  when  I 
imaoined  happincfs  was  at  hand  ! 

The  27th  of  May  was  a  cruel  day 
in  the  hiflorv  of  my  life.  My  cell, 
in  the  Star  Fort,  had  been  finilhed 
fooner  than  Gefhardt  had  fuppofed  j 
and,  at  night,  when  I  was  prepar- 
ing to  fiy,  I  heard  a  carriage  flop 
before  my  prifon.  Oh,  God  !  what 
was  my  terror,  what  were  the  hor- 
rors of  this  moment  of  defpair!  The 
locks  and  bolts  refounded,  the  doors 

flew 


(  29  ) 
flew  open,  and  the  lall  of  my  poor 
remaining  refourccs  was  to  conceal 
my  knife.  The  town- major,  the 
m;ijor  of  the  day,  and  a  captain  tn- 
tercdi  I  faw  thcn:i  by  the  lii^lu  (<f 
their  two  lanterns.  The  only  words 
they  fpukc  were,  '*  drcib  yourlrlt  /' 
which  was  immediately  done.  I  ftiil 
wore  the  uniform  of  the  regiment 
of  Cordova.  Irons  were  given  me, 
■which  I  was  obliged  myfelf  to  fallen 
on  my  wrifts  and  ancles :  the  lown- 
major  tied  a  bandage  over  my  eyes, 
and,  taking  me  under  the  arm,  they 
thus  conducted  me  to  the  carriage. 
It  was  neceffary  to  pafs  throngK 
the  city  to  arrive  at  the  Star-Fort: 
all  was  filent,  except  the  noife  of 
the  efcortj  but,  when  we  entered 
Magdeburg,  I  heard  the  people  run- 
ning, who  were  crowding  together, 
to  obtain  a  fight  of  me.  Their  cu- 
riofity  was  raifed,  by  the  report  that 
C  3  I  was 
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I  was  going  to  be  beheaded.  That 
I  was  executed,  on  this  occafion,  in 
the  Star-Fort,  after  having  b^en 
conduced  blind- fold  through  the 
city,  has  fince  been  both  affiroied 
and  written,  and  the  officers  had 
then  orders  to  propagate  this  error, 
that  the  world  might  remain  in  utter 
ignorance  concerning  me.  I,  indeed, 
Icnew  otherwife,  though  I  affected  not 
to  have  this  knowledge  j  and,  as  I 
was  not  gagged,  1  befifiVed  as  if  I 
expe(5led  death  j  —  reproached  my 
conductors  in  language  that  even 
made  them  Ihudder,  and  painted 
their  king  in  his  true  colours,  as 
one  who,  unheard,  had  condemned 
an  innocent  fubjed  by  a  defpotic 
•  exertion  of  power. 

My  fortitude  was  admired,  at  the 
moment    when    it   was   fuppofed   I 
thought  myfelf  leading  to  execution. 
No  one  replied,  but  their  fighs  inti- 
mated 
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mated  their  companion:  cei*-*n  it 
is,  few  PrufTnns  willingly  exe  ute 
fuch  commands.  Thf!  carriage»  at 
length,  Hopped,  and  I  was  brought 
into  my  new  cell.  The  bandage 
was  taken  from  my  eyes.  The  uLin- 
geon  was  lighted  by  a  few  torches. 
God  of  heaven  !  —  what  were  my 
feelings,  when  I  beheld  the  whole 
floor  covered  with  chains,  a  fire- 
pan, and  two  grim  men  (landing 
with  their  fmith-hammers ! 

To  work  went  thefe  engines  of 
defpotifm  ! — Enormous  chains  were 
fixed  to  my  ancle  at  one  end,  and 
at  the  other  to  a  ring  which  was 
incorporated  in  the  wall.  This  ring 
was  three  feet  from  tlie  ground,  and 
only  allowed  me  to  move  about  two 
or  three  feet  to  the  right  and  left. 
They  next  rivetted  another  huge 
iron  ring,  of  a  hand's  breadth,  round 
C  4  my 
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my  naked  body,  to  which  hung  a 
chain,  fixed  into  an  iron  bar,  as  thick 
as  a  man^s  ann.  This  bar  was  two 
feet  in  length,  and  at  each  end  of  it 
was  a  handcuff,  asreprefented  in  the 
plate.  The  iron  collar  round  my 
neck  was  not  added  till  the  year 
1756. 

*  *  *  ^'i  *  *  *  *        . 

No  foul  bade  mc  good-night.-— 
All  retired  in  dreadful  filence; — and 
I  heard  the  horrible  grating  of  four 
doors,  that  were  fucceflively  locked 
and  bolted  upon  me  ! 

Thus  does  man  adt  by  his  fellovr, 
knowing  him  to  be  innocent,  having 
received  the  commands  of  another 
man  fo  to  aft. 

Oh  God !  thou,  alone,  knoweft 
how  my  heart,  void  as  it  was  of 
guilt,  beat  at  this  moment.  There 
fat  I,  deftitute,  alone,  in  thick  dark- 
nefs^  upon  the  bare  earth,   with   a 

weight 
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weight  of  fetters  infupportable  to 
nature,  thanking  thee  that  thefc  cruel 
men  had  not  difcovercd  my  knife, 
by  which  my  mifcries  might  yet 
find  an  end.  Death  is  a  hift,  certain 
refuge,  that  can,  indeed,  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  rage  of  tyranny.  What 
fhall  I  fay  ?  How  Ihill  I  make  the 
reader  feel  as  I  then  felt  ?  How  de- 
fcribe  my  defpondency,  and  yet  ac- 
count for  that  latent  impulfe  that 
withheld  my  hand  on  this  fatal,  this 
miferable  night  ? 

This  mifcry,  I  forefaw,  was  not 
of  fhort  duration  :  I  had  heard  of  the 
wars  that  were  lately  broken  out 
between  Auftria  and  Pruflia.  Pati- 
ently to  wait  thrir  termination,  amid 
fiifFcrings  and  wretchc-dnefs,  fuch 
as  mine,  appeared  impofllble,"  and 
freedom  even  then  was  doubtful. 
SaJ  experience  had  I  had  of  Vienna,, 
and  well  I  knew.thofe,  who  had  de- 
C  5  fpoilcd 
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fpoiledmeofmy  property,  moftanx- 
iouOy  would  endeavour  to  prevent 
my  return. — Such  were  my  medi- 
tations !  Such  my  night  thoughts  ! 
Day  nt  length  returned — But  where 
was  its  fplendor  ?  Fled — I  beheld 
it  not — Yet  was  its  glimmering  ob- 
fcurity  fufficient  to  (hew  me  what 
xvas  my  dungeon. 

In  breadth  it  was  about  eight  feet; 
in  length,  ten.  Near  me  once  more 
flood  a  night  table;  in  a  corner  was 
a  featj  four  bricks  broad,  on  which  I 
might  fit,  and  recline  againft  the 
wall.  Oppofite  the  ring  to  which. 
I  was  faftened,  the  light  was  admit- 
ted through  a  femicircular  aperture, 
one  foot  high,  and  two  in  diameter. 
This  aperture  afcended  to  the  centre 
of  the  wall,  which  was  fix  feet  thick, 
and  at  this  central  part  was  a  clofe 
iron  grating,  from  which,  outward, 
the  aperture  defcended,  and  its  two 

cxtre- 
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extremities  were  again   fecured    by 
ftrong  iron  bars.      My  dungeon  was 
built  in  the  ditch  of  the  fortification, 
and  the  aperture,  by  which  the  light 
entered,  was  Co  covered  by  the  wall 
of  the  rampart  that,    inftead  of  find- 
ing   immediate    pafTage,    the    light 
only  gained  admiflion  by  refle6bion. 
This,  confidering   the  fmallnefs    of 
the  aperture,  and  the  impediments 
of  grating  and  iron  bars,  mud  needs 
make  the    obfcurity  great,  yet    my 
eyes,  in  time,  became  {o  accuftomed 
to  this  glimmering  that  I  could    fee 
a  moufe  run.     In  winter,  however, 
when  the  fun  did  not  fliine  into  the 
ditch,  it  was  eternal   night  with  me. 
Between  the    bars   and   the  grating 
was  a   glafs    window,  with   a  fmall 
central   cafement,   which  might   be 
opened    to  admit  air.     My   night- 
table  was  daily  removed,  and  befide 
me   flood  a  jug  of  water.       The 
C  6.  name 
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name  of  TRENCK  was  built  in 
the  wall,  in  red  brick,  and  under  my 
feet  was  a  tombftone,  with  the  nannc 
of  Trenck  alfo  cut  on  it,  and  carv- 
ed with  a  death's  head.  The  doors 
to  my  dungeon  were  double,  of  oak, 
two  inches  thick :  without  thefc 
was  an  open  fpace  or  front  cell,  in 
which  was  a  window,  and  this  fpace 
was,  likewife,  fhut  in  by  doubledoors. 
The  ditch,  in  which  this  dreadful 
den  was  built,  was  inclofed  on  both 
fides  by  palifadocs,  twelve  feet  high, 
the  key  of  the  door  of  which  was 
cntrufted  to  the  officer  of  the  guard, 
it  being  the  King's  intention  to  pre- 
vent all  pofiibility  of  fpeech  or  com- 
munication with  the  centinels.  The 
only  motion  I  had  the  power  to 
make  was  that  of  jumping  upward, 
or  fvviaging  my  arms,  to  procure 
myftlf  warmth.  When  more  accuf- 
tomcdto  thefe  fetters,  I  was,  likewife, 

capa- 
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capable  of  moving  from  fide  to,  fide, 
about  four  fctrz,  but  this  pained   my 
fhin  bones. 

The  Cfll  had  been  finifhed  with 
lime  and  plailler  but  eleven  days, 
and  every  body  fuppofed  it  would 
be  impofTible  I  fhould  exifb  in  thefe 
damps  above  a  fortnight.  I  re- 
mained fix  months,  continually  im- 
merfed  in  water,  that  trickled  upon 
me  from  the  thick  arches  under 
which  I  was  j  and  I  can  fafely  arfirm 
that,  for  the  firft  three  months,  I  was 
never  dry;  yet  did  I  continue  in 
health.  I  was  vifited  daily,  at  noon, 
after  relieving  guard,  and  the  doors 
were  then  obliged  to  be  left  open 
for  fome  minutes,  otherwife  the 
dampnefs  of  the  air  put  out  their 
candles. 

This  was  my   fituation,  and  here 
1   fat,   deftitute  of  friend,  helplefsly 
wretched,  preyed  on  by  all  the  tor- 
ture 
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ture  of  thought,  that  continually 
fuggefted  the  moft  gloomy,  the 
moll  dreadful  of  images.  My  heart 
■was  not  yet  wholly  turned  to  ftone, 
my  fortitude  was  funken  to  de- 
fpondency  J  my  dungeon  was  the 
very  cave  of  defpair;  yet  was  my 
arm  reftrained,  yet  was  this  excefs 
of  mifery  endured. 

How,  then,  may  hope  be  wholly 
eradicated  from  the  heart  of  man ! 
My  fortitude,  after  fome  time,  began 
to  revive  •,  I  glowed  with  the  defire 
of  convincing  the  world  I  was  capa- 
ble of  fufFering  what  man  had  never 
fuffered  before,  perhaps  of,  at  laft, 
emerging  from  this  load  of  wretch- 
cdnefs,  triumphant  over  my  ene- 
mies. So  long,  and  ardently,  did 
my  fancy  dwell  on  this  pidure  that 
my  mind,  at  length,  acquired  a  he- 
roifm,  which  Socrates  himfclf  cer- 
tainly never    pofiefled.      Age   had 

benumbed 
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benumbed  his  fenfc  of  pleafure,  and 
he  drank  the  poifonous  dr.iught,  with 
cool  indifference ;  I  was  youri;/,  inured 
to  liigh  hopes,  yet  now  beholding 
deliverance  impofTible,  or  at  an 
immenfe,  a  dre  idful  diftance.  Such, 
too,  were  the  fufferings  of  foul,  and 
body,  I  could  not  hope  they  might 
be  fupported  and  live. 

About  noon  my  den  was  opened. 
Sorrow  and  compaflion  were  painted 
on  the  countenances  of  my  keepers. 
No  one  fpoke.  No  one  bad  me 
good-morrow.  Dreadful,  indeed, 
was  their  arrival,  for,  unaccuftomed 
to  the  monftrous  bolts  and  bars, 
they  were  kept  refounding  for  a 
full  half  hour,  before  fuch  foul- 
chilling,  fuch  hope-murdering,  im- 
pediments were  removed.  It  was 
the  voice  of  tyranny  that  thundered  1 

My  night-table  was  taken  out,  a 
camp-bed,    matrafs,    and   blankets, 

were 
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were  brought  me  j  a  jug  of  water 
fat  down,  and,  befide  it,  an  ammu- 
nition loaf  of  fix  pounds  weight. 
"  That  you  no  more  may  complain 
**  of  hunger,"  faid  the  town- major, 
**  you  (hall  have  as  much  bread 
**  as  you  can  eat."  The  door  was 
(hut,  and  I  again  left  to  my  thoughts. 
What  a  dränge  thing  is  that  called 
happinefs  !  How  fhall  I  exprefs  my 
extreme  joy,  when,  after  eleven 
months  of  intolerable  hunger,  I  was 
again  indulged  with  a  full  feafl:  of 
coarfe  ammunition  bread  ?  The 
fond  lover  never  rufhed  more  eagerly 
to  the  arms  of  his  expelling  bride; 
the  famifhed  tiger  more  ravpnoufly 
"on  his  prey,  than  I  upon  this  loaf: 
I  eat,  refted,  furveyed  the  precious 
morfel,  eat   again,    and,   abfolutely, 

fhed  tears  of  pleafure Breaking 

bit  aftfr   bit,    I    had,    by   evening, 
devoured  all  my.  loaf, 

^    Oh 
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Oll  Nature  !  what  delight  haft 
thou  combined  vvith  the  gratifica- 
tion of  thy  wants  !  Remember  this, 
ye  who  gorge,  ye  who  rack  inven- 
tion to  excite  appetite,  and  which 
yet  you  cannot  procure  j  remember 
how  fimple  are  the  means  that  will 
give  a  cruft  of  mouldy  bread  a 
flavour  more  exquifue  than  all  the 
fpices  of  the  Eaft,  or  all  the  pro- 
fufion  of  land  or  fea  j  remember 
this,  grow  hungry,  and  indulge  your 
fenfuality. 

Alas !  my  enjoyment  was  of  fliort 
duration.  I  foon  found  that  ex- 
cefs  is  followed  by  pain  and  repent- 
ance. My  failing  had  weakened 
digeftion,  and  rendered  it  inaflive. 
My  body  fwellcd,  my  water-jug  was 
emptied,  cramps,  cholics,  and,  ac 
length,  inordinate  thirft  racked  me 
all  the  night.  I  began  to  pour 
curfes  on  thofe  who  feemed  to  refine 

on 
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€n  torture,  and,  after  ftarving  me 
fo  long,  to  invite  me  to  gluttony. 
Could  I  not  have  reclined  on  my 
bed,  I  (hould,  indeed,  have  been 
driven,  this  night,  to  defperation: 
yet,  even  this  was  but  a  partial 
relief,  for,  not  yet  accuftomed  to 
my  enormous  fetters,  I  could  not 
extend  myfelf  in  them  in  the  fame 
manner  I  was  afterward  taught  to 
do  by  habit.  I  dragged  them,  how- 
ever, fo  together  as  to  enable  me  to 
fit  down  on  the  bare  matrafs.  This, 
of  all  my  nights  of  fufFering,  (lands 
foremoft.  When  they  opened  my 
dungeon,  next  day,  they  found  me 
in  a  truly  pitiable  fituation,  won- 
dered at  my  appetite,  brought  me 
another  loaf  j  1  refufed  to  accept  it, 
believing  I  never  more  fhould  have 
occafion  for  bread  :  they,  however, 
left  me  one,  gave  me  water,  fhrug- 
ged  up  their  fhoulders,  wifhed  mc 

farewell. 
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farewell;  as,  according  to  all  ap- 
pearance, they  never  expefted  to  find 
me  alive,  and  fhut  all  the  doors, 
without  afking  whether  I  wifhed,  or 
needed,  farther  afliftance. 

Three  days  had  pafTed  before  I 
could  again  eat  a  morfel  of  bread, 
and  my  mind,  brave  in  health,  now, 
in  a  fick  body,  became  pufillani- 
mous,  fo  that  I  determined  on  death. 
The  irons,  every  where  round  my 
body,  and  their  weight,  were  infup- 
portable;  nor  could  I  imagine  it 
was  pofTible  I  Ihould  habituate  my- 
fclf  to  them,  or  endure  them  long 
enough  to  expedl  deliverance.  Peace 
was  a  very  diftant  profpedt.  The 
King  had  commanded  that  fuch  a 
prifon  fhould  be  built  as  fhould  ex- 
clude all  neceffity  of  a  centinel,  in 
order  that  I  might  not  converfe  with 
and  feduce  them  from  what  is  called 
their  duty;  and,  in  the  firft  days  of 

defpair. 
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dcfpair,  deliverance  appeared  impcr- 
fible  J  and  the  fetters,  the  war,  the  pain 
I  felt,  the  place,  the  length  of  time, 
each  circiimftance  feemed  equally 
impoßible  to  fupporc.  A  thou- 
fand  reafons  convinced  ^me  it  was 
necelFary  to  end  my  fufferings.  I 
fhall  not  enter  into  theological  dif- 
putes :  let  thofe  who  blame  me 
imagine  themfelves  in  my  fituationj 
or,  rather,  let  them  firfl  adlually 
endure  my  miferies,  and,  then,  let 
them  reafon.  I  had,  often,  braved 
death  in  profperity,  and,  at  this 
moment,  it  feemed  a  blefling. 

Full  of  thefe  meditations,  every 
minute's  patience  appeared  abfur- 
dity,  and  refolution  meannefs  of 
foul,  yet  I  wifhed  my  mind  (hould 
be  fatisfied  that  reafon,  and  not 
rafhnefs,  had  induced  the  aft.  I, 
therefore,  determined,  that  I  might 
examine    the    quellion  coolly,    to 

wait 
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wait  a  v;eck  longer,  and  die  on  the 
fourth  of  July.  In  the  meantime 
I  revolved  in  my  mind  what poffiblc 
means  there  were  of  efcape,  not 
fearing,  naked  and  chained,  to  ru(h 
and  expire  on  the  bayonets  of  my 
enemies. 

The  next  day  I  obferved,  as  the 
four  doors  were  opened,  that  they 
were  only  of  wood,  therefore,  quef- 
tioned  whether  I  might  not  even 
cut  off  the  locks  with  the  knife  that 
1  had  fo  fortunately  concealed;  and, 
fhould  this  and  every  other  means 
fail,  then  would  be  the  time  to  die.  T, 
like  wife,  determined  to  make  an  at- 
tempt even  to  free  my  felf  of  my  chains. 
I,  happily,  forced  my  right  hand 
through  the  hand-cufF^  though  the 
blood  trickled  from  my  nails.  My  at- 
tempts on  the  left  were  long  ineffec- 
tual;  bur,  by  rubbing  with  a  brick, 
which  I  got  from  my  feat,  on  the  rivet 

that 
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that  had  been  negligently  clofed,  I 
effefled  this  alfo. 

The  chain  was  faftened  to  the 
rim  round  my  body,  by  a  hook,  one 
end  of  which  was  not  inferted  in  the 
rim,  therefore,  by  fetting  my  foot 
againft  the  wall,  I  had  ftrenglh 
enough  fo  far  to  bend  this  hook 
back,  and  open  it,  as  to  force  out  the 
link  of  the  chain.  The  remaining 
difficulty  was  the  chain  that  attached 
my  foot  to  the  wall:  the  links  of 
this  chain  I  took,  doubled,  twifted, 
and  wrenched,  till,  at  length,  nature 
having  beftowed  on  me  great  ftrength, 
I  made  a  defperate  effort,  fprang 
forcibly  up,  and  two  links,  at  once, 
ffcw  off. 

Fortunate,  indeed,  did  I  think  my- 
fclf ;  1  haftened  to  the  door,  groped  in 
the  dark  to  find  the  clinchings  of  the 
nails  by  which  the  lock  was  faftened, 
and  difcovered  no  very  large  piece 

of 
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of  wood  need  be  cut.  Immediately 
I  went  to  work  with  my  knife,  and 
cut  through  the  oak  door,  to  find 
its  thicknefs,  which  proved  to  be 
only  one  inch,  therefore,  was  it 
poflible  to  open  all  the  four  doors 
in  four  and  twenty  hours. 

Again  hope  revived  in  my  heart. 
To  prevent  detection  I  haftened  to 
put  on  my  chains;  but,  oh  God! 
what  difficulties  had  I  to  furmount ! 
After  much  groping  about,  I,  ac 
length,  found  the  link  rhathad  flown 
off;  this  I  hid.  It  had  been  my 
good  fortune,  hitherto,  to  efcape 
examination,  as  the  poflibility  of 
ridding  myfclf  of  fuch  chains  was 
in  no  wife  fufpc<5ted.  The  fcparated 
Jinks  I  tied  together  with  my  hair 
ribbon ;  but,  when  I  again  endea- 
voured to  force  my  hand  into  the 
ring,  it  was  fo  fwelltd  that  every 
effort  was  fruitlefs.  The  whole 
^*:  ^-^v  |:v^  night 
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night  was  employed  upon  the  rivet, 
but  all  labour  was  in  vain. 

Noon  was  the  hour  of  vifitation, 
and  nccclTity  and  danger  again 
obliged  me  to  attempt  forcing  my 
hand  in,  which,  at  length,  after  ex- 
cruciating torture,  I  efFeded.  My 
vifitors  came,  and  every  thing  had 
the  appearance  of  order.  I  found 
ir,  however,  impoflible  to  force  out 
my  right  hand  while  it  continued 
fwclled. 

I,  therefore,  remained  quiet  till 
the  day  fixed,  and,  on  the  deter- 
mined fourth  of  July,  immediately 
as  my  vifitors  had  clofed  the  doors 
upon  me,  I  difincumbered  myfelf  of 
my  irons,  took  my  knife,  and  began 
my  Herculean  labour  on  the  door. 
The  firft  of  the  double  doors  that 
opened  inwards  was  conquered  in 
lefs  than  an  hour;  the  other  was 
a    very   different    talk.      The   lock 

was 
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was  foon  cut  round,  but  it  opened 
outwards;  there  were,  therefore,  no 
other  means   left,    but    to    cut    the 
whole  door  away  above  the  bar. 

This  inceflant  and  incredible  la- 
bour made  pofllbJe,  though  it  was 
the  more  d'fficulr,  as  every  thing 
was  to  be  done  by  feeling,  I  being 
totally  in  the  dark;  the  fweat  dropt, 
or,  rather,  flowed  from  my  body; 
my  fingers  were  clotted  with  n-y 
own  blood,  and  my  lacerated  hands 
were  one  continued  wound. 

Day-light  appeared,  I  clambered 
over  the  door  that  was  half  cue 
away,  and  got  up  to  the  window  in 
the  fpace  or  cell  that  was  between 
the  double  doors,  as  before  dtfcrib^ 
ed.  Here  I  faw  my  dungeon  was  in 
the  dicch  of  the  firft  rampart:  before 
me  I  beheld  the  road  from  the  ram- 
parr,  the  guard  but  fifty  paces  dif- 
t^nt,  and  the  high  palifadoes  that 
Vol.  II.  X) 
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were  in  the  ditch,  and  mufl  be  fcaled 
before  I  could  reach  the  rampart. 
Hope  grew  ftronger ;  my  efforts 
were  redoubled.  The  firft  of  the 
next  double  doors  was  attacked, 
^hich,  likewife,  opened  inward,  and 
was  foon  conquered.  The  lun  fet 
before  I  had  ended  this,  and  the 
fourth  was  to  be  cut  away,  as  the  fe- 
cond  had  been.  My  ftrength  failed  j 
both  my  hands  were  raw :  I  refted 
a  while,  began  again,  and  had  made 
a  cut  of  a  foot  long,  when  my  knife 
fnapt,  and  the  broken  blade  dropt 
to  the  ground. 
*     *     *     *     i-     *     *     *     *     "^ 

God  of  omnipotence  !  what  was 
I  at  this  moment !  Was  there,  God 
of  mercies  !  was  there  ever  creature 
of  thine    more   juftified    than   I   in 

defpair? The  moon  fhone  clear  j 

1  caft  a  wild  and  diftraded  look  up 
to  Heaven,  fell  on  my  knees,   and, 

in 
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in  the  agony  of  my  foul,  foughc 
comfort;  but  no  comfort  could  be 
found,  nor  Religion  nor  Philofophy 

had   any  to   give. 1    curfed    not 

Providence,  I  feared  not  annihila- 
tion, I  dared  not  Almighty  ven- 
geance; God  the  creator  was  the 
difpofcr  of  my  fate  j  and,  if  he  heap- 
ed affiidions  upon  me  he  had  not 
given  mc  ftrength  to  füpport,  his  juf- 
tice  would  not,  therefore,  punifh  me. 
To  him,  the  Judge  of  the  quick  and 
dead,  I  committed  my  foul,  feizcd  the 
broken  knife,  gaflaed  through  theveins 
of  my  left  arm  and  foot,  fat  myfelf 
tranquiljy  down,  and  faw  the  blood 
fiow.  Nature,  overpowered,  fainted, 
and  I  know  not  how  Jong  I  re- 
mained (lumbering  in  this  ftate 

Suddenly  1  heard  my  ov^n  name, 
awoke,  and  again  heard  the  words 
Baron  Trenck!  My  anfuer  was, 
v^ho  calls:— And  who  indeed  was 
D   2    ■  it--. 
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it — who  but  my   honefl:    grenadier 
Gef  hardt — my  former  faithful  friend 

in   the  citadel. The   good,   the 

kind,  fellow  had  got  upon  the  ram- 
part, that  he  might  comfort  me. 
"  How  do  you  do  ?"  faid  Gefhardt 

. "  Weltering  in  my  blood,"  an- 

fwered  I;  "  to-morrow  you  will  find 

j„e   dead." ''  Why    Ihould  you 

die?"  replied  he.  *' It  is  much 
"  eafier  for  you  to  efcape  here  than 
<*  from  the  citadel.  Here  is  no 
«  centinel,  and  I  fhall  foon  find 
"  means  to  provide  you  with  tools : 
««  if  you  can  only  break  out,  leave 
"  the  reft  to  me.  As  often  as  I  am 
"  on  ouard  I  will  feek  opportunity 
«  to  fpeak  to  you.  In  the  whole 
«'  Star-Fort  there  are  but  two  cen- 
«  tinels  J  the  one  at  the  entrance, 
«  and  the  other  at  the  guard-houfe. 

« Do  not  defpair,  God  will  fuc- 

"  cour  you  j  truft  to  me." The 

good 
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good  man's  kindncf.  and  dikourfe 
revived  my  hopes  :   I  faw  the  pofll- 
bility  of  an   cfcape.     A  fecrct  joy 

diffufed  icfclf  through  my  foul 

1,  immediately,  tore  my  Ihirt,  bound 
up  my  wounds,  and  waited  the  ap- 
proach of  day ;  and  the  fun,  foon 
after,  fhone  through  the  window, 
to  me,  with  unaccuftomed  bright- 
ncfs. 

Let  the  reader  judge  how  far  it 
was  chance,  how  far  the  efFeft  of 
divine  providence,  that  in  this  dread- 
ful hour  my  heart  again  received 
hope.  Who  was  it  fent  the  honeft 
Gefhardt,  at  fuch  a  moment,  to  mv 
prifon  ?  For,  had  it  not  been  for  him', 
I  had,  certainly,  when  I  awoke  from 
my  (lumbers,  cut  more  effedually 
through  my  arteries. 

Till  noon  I  had  time  to  confider 

what   might  farther   be   done:   yet, 

what  could  be  done,  what  expeded, 

ß  3  but 
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but  that  I  fhould  now  be  much  more 
cruelly  treated,  and  even  more  inlup- 
portably  ironed  than  before  j  finding, 
as  they  muft,  the  doors  cut  through, 
and  my  fetters  fhaken  off? 

After  mature  confideration,  I, 
therefore,  made  the  following  refo- 
lution,  which  fucceeded  happily,  and 
t=ven  beyond  my  hopes.  Before  I 
proceed,  however,  I  will  fpeak  a 
few  words  concerning  my  then  fitu- 
ation.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe 
how  much  I  was  cxhaufted.  The 
prifon  fwam  with  blood,  and,  cer- 
tainly, but  little  v/as  left  in  my 
body.  With  painful  wounds, 
fwelJed  and  torn  hands,  I  there 
ftood,  Ibirtleis,  felt  an  inclination  to 
fleep  aimoft  irrcfiftible,  and  fcarcely 
had  ftrength  to  keep  m.y  legs,  yec 
was  I  obliged  to  roufe  myfelf,  that 
I  might  execute  my  plan. 

With  the  bar  that  feparated  my 

hands 


(     SS     ) 
hands  I  loofened  the  bricks  of  my 
fcac,  which,  being  newly  laid,  was 
cafily  done,  and  helped  them  up  in 
the  middle  of  my  prifon.     The  in- 
ner door  was  quite  open,   and   with 
my  chains  1  fo  barricadocd  the  up- 
per half  of  the  fccond  as  to  prevent 
any  one  climbing   over  it.     When 
noon    came,    and    the   firft   of  the 
doors  was  unlocked,   all   were  afto- 
ni(hed    to    find    the    fecond    open. 
Tht-re    I    ftood,    a   defperate   man, 
befmeared  with    blood,   the  plfturc 
of  horror,  with  a  brick  in  one  hand, 
and  in  the  other  my  broken  knife, 
crying,  as  they  approached,   "  Keep 

"  off,  Mr.  Major,  keep  off ! . 

"  Tell  the  Governor  1  will  live  no 
*'  longer  in  chains,  and  that  here  I 
"  Hand,  if  fo  he  pleafcs,  to  be  fhot  i 
"  for  fo  only  will  I  be  conquered. 
"  Here  no  man  fliall  enter — I  will 
«  deiboy  all  that  approach;  here  are 

D  4  f<  my 
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"  my  weapons,  here  will  I  die  in  dc- 
**  fpite  of  tyranny."  The  major  was 
terrified,  wanted  refolution,  and  made 
his  report  to  the  governor.  I,  mean- 
time, fat  down  on  my  bricks,  to  wait 
what  might  happen :  my  fecret  in- 
tent, however,  was  not  fo  defperatc 
as  it  appeared.  I  fought  only  ta 
obtain  a  favourable  capitulation. 

The  governor.  General  Borck, 
prefently,  came,  attended  by  the 
town-major,  and  fome  officers,  and 
entered  the  outward  cell,  but  fprung 
back  the  moment  he  beheld  a  figure 
jike  me,  (landing  with  a  brick  and 
up-lifted  arm.  I  repeated  what  I 
had  told  the  major,  and  he,  imme- 
diately, ordered  fix  grenadiers  to 
force  the  door.  The  front  cell  was 
fcarcely  fix  feet  broad,  fo  that  no 
more  than  two  at  a  time  could  at- 
tack my  intrenchment,  and,  when 
they    faw     my     threatening    bricks 

ready 
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ready  to  defcend,  they  leaped,  terri- 
fied, back.  A  fhort  paufe  enfued, 
and  the  old  town-major,  with  the 
chaplain,  advanced  toward  the  door 
to  footh  me  :  t'le  converfation  con- 
tinued fome  time ;  whofe  reafons 
were  moil  fatisfactory,  and  whofe 
caufe  was  tlie  moft  juib,  1  leave  to 
the  reader.  The  governor  grew 
angry,  and  ordered  a  frelh  attack. 
The  firft  grenadier  was  knocked 
down,  and  the  reft  ran  back  to  avoid 
my  miffiles. 

The  town-major,  again,  began 
a  parley.  *'  For  God's  fake,  my  dear 
"  Trenck,"  faid  he, ''  in  what  have  I 
**  injured  you,  that  you  endeavour 
**  to  efFe£b  my  ruin  ?  I  muft  anfwer 
"  for  your  having,  through  my  neg- 
**  ligence,  concealed  a  knife.  Be 
"  perfuaded,  I  intreat  you.  Be  ap- 
"  peafed.  You  are  not  without 
**  hope,  nor  without  friends." — My 
D  5  anfwer 
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anfwer  was, — "  But  will  you  not 
•'load  me  with  heavier  irons  thaa 
**  before  ?" 

He  went  out,  fpoke  with  the  go- 
vernor, and  gave  me  his  word  of  ho- 
nour that  the  affair  fliould  be  no 
farther  noticed,  and  that  every  thing 
fhould  be  exadly  reinftated  as  for- 
merly. 

Here  ended  the  capitulation,  and 
my  wretched  citadel  was  taken. 
The  condition  I  was  in  was  viewed 
■with  pity  J  my  wounds  were  examin- 
ed, a  furgeon  fcnt  to  drefs  them, 
ianother  fhirt  was  given  me,  and  the 
bricks,  clotted  with  blood,  removed. 
I,  mean  time,  lay  half  dead  on  my 
matrafs :  my  tJiirft  was  excefTive,  the 
furgeon  ordered  me  fome  wine;  two 
centinels  were  Rationed  in  the  front 
cell,  and  I  was  thus  left,  four  days, 
in  peace,  unironed.  Broth,  alfo,  was 
given  me  daily,  and  how  delicious 
6  this 
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this  was  to  tafte,  how  much  if  re- 
vived and  ftrengthened  me,  is  wholl/ 
impolTible  to  defcribe.  Two  days 
I  lay  in  a  numbering  kind  of  rrancf, 
forced,  by  unquenchable  thirft,  to 
drink  whenever  I  awoke.  My  ftet 
and  hands  were  fwelkd  i  the  pains 
in  my  back,  and  limbs,  were  cxcef- 
five. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  doors  were 
ready  i  the  inner  was  entirely  plated 
with  iron,  and  I  was  fettered  as  be- 
fore :  perhaps,  they  found  further 
cruelty  unnecefTary.  The  principal 
chain,  however,  which  faftened  me 
to  the  wall,  like  that  I  had  before 
broken,  was  thicker  than  the  fir(V, 
Except  this,  tlic  capiculatioa  was 
ftridlykepc.  They  deeply  regretted 
that,  without  the  King's  exprels  com- 
mands, they  could  not  lighten  n),y 
afflictions,  wiihed  me  fortitude^  anc^ 
paücnce,  and  barred  up  my  doors^  • 
D6  It 
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It  is  neceffary  I  fhould  here  dc- 
fcribe  my  drefs.  My  hands  being 
fixed  and  kept  afunder,  by  an  iron 
bar,  and  my  feet  chained  to  the  wall, 
I  could  neither  put  on  fhirt  or  {lock- 
ings in  the  ufual  mode ;  the  fhirt 
was,  therefore,  tied,  as  reprefentcd  in 
the  plate,  and  changed  once  a  fort- 
night i  the  coarfe  ammunition  (lock- 
ings were  buttoned  on  the  fides ;  a 
blue  garment,  of  foldier's  cloth,  was 
likewife  tied  round  me,  and  I  had 
a  pair  of  flippers  for  my  feet.  The 
Ihirt  was  of  the  army  linen  ;  and 
when  I  contemplated  myfelf  in  this 
drefs  of  a  malefa(flor,  chained  thus 
to  the  wall,  in  fuch  a  dungeon, 
vainly  imploring  mercy  or  juflice, 
my  confcience  void  of  reproach, 
my  heart  of  guilt  j  when  I  refleded 
on  my  former  fplendor  in  Berlin  and 
Mofcow,  and  compared  it  with  this 
fad,  this  dreadful  reverfe  of  deftiny, 

I  was 
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I  was  funk  in  grief,  or  roufcd  to  in- 
dignation, that  might  have  hurried 
the  greatefl:  hero,  or  philofopher,  to 
madnefs  or  defpair.  I  felt  what 
can  only  be  imagined  by  him  who 
has  fuffered  like  me,  after  having, 
like  me,  flouriflied,  if  fuch  can  be 
found. 

Pride,  the  juflnefs  of  my  caufe, 
the  unbounded  confidence  I  had  in 
my  own  refolution,  and  the  labours 
of  an  inventive  head  and  iron  body, 
thefe,  only,  could  have  preferved 
my  life.  Thefe  bodily  labours,  thefe 
continued  inventions,  and  projedled 
plans,  to  obtain  my  freedom,  pre- 
ferved my  health.  Who  would  fup- 
pofe  that  a  man,  fettered,  as  I  was, 
could  find  means  of  exercifing  him- 
felf  ?  By  fwinging  my  arms,  acfling 
with  the  upper  part  of  my  body, 
and  leaping  upward,  I  frequently 
put  myfelf  in  a  ftrong  perfpiration. 

After 
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After  thus  wearying  myfelf,  I  flept 
foundly,  and  often  thought  how  many 
generals,  obliged  to  fupport  all  the 
inclemencies  of  weather,  and  all  the 
dangers  of  the  field  ;  how  many  of 
thofe  who  had  plunged  me  into  this 
den  of  mifery,  would  have  been  moft 
glad,  could  they,  like  me,  have  flept 
■with  a  quiet  confcience.  Often  did 
I  refle6t  how  much  happier  I  was 
than  thofe  tortured  on  the  bed  of 
ficknefs,  by  gout,  (tone,  and  other 
difeafes,  terrible  to  man.  How 
much  happier  was  I  in  innocence, 
than  the  malcfaftor  doomed  to  fuf- 
fer  the  pangs  of  death,  the  igno- 
miny of  men,  and  the  horrors  of 
internal  guilt ! 

In  tht-  following  part  of  myhif-jj 
tory  it  will  appear  I  often  had  much 
money  concealed  under  the  ground, 
and   in    the  walls   of  my   den,   yet, 
would  1  have  given  a  hundred  ducats 

for 
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for  a  morfcl  of  bread,  it  could  not 
have  been  procured.  Money  was 
to  me  ufelefs.  In  this  I  rcfembled 
the  niifer,  wiio  hoards,  yet  lives  in 
wretchednefs,  having  no  joy  in  gen- 
tle a6ts  of  benevolence.  As  proudly 
might  I  delight  myfelf  with  my 
hidden  treafure,  as  fuch  mifers,  nay 
more,  for  I  was  fecure  from  robbers. 
Had  faftidious  pomp  been  my 
pleafure,  I  might  have  imagined 
myfelf  fome  old  field- marflial  bed- 
ridden, who  hears  two  grenadier  cen- 
tinels  at  his  door  call,  "  Who  goes 
"  there?"  My  honour,  indeed,  was 
ftill  greater,  for,  during  my  lalt 
year's  imprifonment,  my  door  was 
guarded  by  no  lefs  than  four.  My 
vanity,  alfo,  might  have  flattered 
kfelf,  I  hence  might  conclude  how 
high  was  the  value  fct  upon  my 
head,  fince  all  this  trouble  was  ta- 
ken to  hold  me  in  fecurity.     Certain 

il 
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it  is,  that,  in  my  chains,  I  thought 
more  rationally,  more  nobly,  rea- 
foned  more  philofophically  on  man, 
his  nature,  his  real,  his  imaginary 
wants ;  the  efFetfts  of  his  ambition, 
his  pafTions,  and  faw  more  diftind:ly 
his  dream  of  earthly  good,  than 
thofe  who  had  imprifoned  me,  or 
thofe  who  guarded.  I  was  void  of 
the  fears  that  haunt  the  parafite, 
who  fervilely  wears  the  fetters  of  a 
court,  and  daily  trembles  for  the 
lofs  of  what  vice  and  cunning  have 
acquired.  Thofe  who  have  ufurped 
my  Sclavonian  eftstes,  and  feafted 
fumptuouHy  from  the  fervice  of  plate 
I  had  been  robbed  of,  never  eat  their 
dainties  with  fo  fweet  an  appetite 
as  I  my  ammunition  bread,  nor 
did  their  high- flavoured  wines  flow 
fo  limpid  as  my  cold  water. 

Thus  the  man,  who  thinks,  being 
pure  of  heart,  will  find  confülation, 

when 
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tvhcn  under  the  mod  dreadful  ofcala- 
mitics,  convinced,  as  he  n:iufl:  be,  that 
thofe  apparently  moft  happy  arc  fre- 
quently leafl:,  infenfible  as  they  are 
of  the  pleafures  they  might  enjoy. 
Evil  never  is  fo  great  as  it  appears. 

"  ^\veet  are  the  ufcs  of  adverfity, 

♦'  Which,   like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venomou», 

*'  Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  its  head.* 

As  you  Hit  it.  * 

Happy  he,  who,  like  me,  having 
fuffered,  can  become  an  example  to 
his  fuffering  brethren. 

YOUTH,  profperous,  and  imagin- 
ing profperity  eternal,  read  my  hif- 
tory  attentively,  though  I  fliould  be  in 

my 

*  The  Baron  has  quoted  a  poem  writtea 
and  publiflied  by  iiimfelf. 

"  |m  V'thel  felbtt  Ucc^t  nocS  ein  preir<J 
"2iSatnn  man  ion  nur  3  u  finücntocifö." 

The  fimilarity  of  the  thought,  which  feem« 
borrowed  from  Shakelpeare,  juilifies  a  quo- 
tation fo  beautiful.         T. 
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my  grave  !  Read  feelingly,  and  bltrfs 
my  fleeping  dufl:,  if  it  has  taught 
thee  wifdom  or  fortitude  ! 

FATHER,  reading  this,  fay  to  thy 
children,  I,  like  them,  in  blooming 
youth,  little  prophefied  of  misfor- 
tune, which  after  fell  thus  heavy  on 
me,  and  by  which  I  am  even  ftill 
perfecuted  .'  Say  that  I  had  virtue, 
ambition,  was  educated  in  noble 
principles  ;  that  I  laboured  with  all 
the  zeal  of  cnthufiaftic  youth  to 
become  wifer,  better,  greater  than 
other  men  i  that  I  was  guilty  of  no 
crimes,  was  the  friend  of  men,  was 
no  deceiver  of  man,  or  woman  j  that 
I  firft  ferved  my  own  country  faith- 
fully, and,  after,  every  other  in  which 
I  found  bread  j  that  I  was  never,, 
during  life,  once  intoxicated  j  was  no 
gamefter,  no  night  rambler,  no  con- 
temptible idler}  that,  yet,  through 
envy  and  arbitrary  power,    I   have 

fallen 
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fallen  to  mifery,  fuch  as  none  but 
the  worft  of  criminals  ought  to 
feel. 

BROTHER,  fly  thofc  countries 
where  the  lawgiver  knows  himk-lf 
ro  law,  where  truth  and  virtue  are 
pun'fhed  as  crimes :  and,  if  fly  you 
cannot,  be  it  your  endeavour  to  re- 
main unknown,  unnoticed,  in  fuch 
countries  -,  feck  not  favour  or  honour- 
able employ,  elfe  will  you  become, 
when  your  merits  are  known,  as  I 
have  been,  the  viftim  of  flander  and 
treachery  ;  the  behefh  of  power- will 
perfecute  you,  and  innocence  will 
not  Ihield  you  from  the  fhafts  of 
wicked  men  who  are  envious,  or  who 
wifh  to  obtain  the  favour  of  princes, 
though  by  the  worfl:  of  means. 

SIRE,  imagine  not  thou  readefl:  a 
romance;  my  head  is  grey,  like  thine. 
Read,  yet  dcfpife  not  the  world, 
though  it  has  treated  me  thus  un- 

thank- 
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thankfully.  Good  men  have  I  alfo 
found,  who  have  befriended  me  in 
misfortune,  and  there,  where  leaft 
I  had  claim,  have  I  found  them  moft. 
May  my  book  affift  thee  In  noble 
thoughts  i  mayfl:  thou  die  as  tran- 
quilly as  I  fhall  render  up  my  foul 
to  appear  before  the  Judge  of  mc 
and  my  perfecutors.  Be  death  but 
thought  a  tranfition  from  motion  to 
reft.  Few  are  the  delights  of  this 
world,  for  him,  who,  like  me,  has 
learned  to  know  it.  Murmur  not, 
defpair  not  of  Providence.  Me, 
through  ftorms,  it  has  brought  to 
haven  j  through  many  griefs,  to  felf 
knowledge^  and,  through  prifons,  to 
philofophy.  He,  only,  can  tran- 
quilly defcend  to  annihilation,  who 
finds  reafon  not  to  repent  he  has  once 
cxifted.  My  rudder  broke  not, 
amid  the  rocks  and  quickfands,  but 
my    bark   was   wrecked    upon    the 

ftrand 
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ftrand  of  knowledge.  Yet,  even  o« 
thefe  clear  (hores,  are  impenetrable 
clouds.  I  have  feen  more  diflincflly 
than  it  is  fuppofcd  men  ought  to  fee. 
Age  will  decay  the  faciikies,  and 
mental,  like  bodily  fight,  muft  then 
decreafe.  I  even  grew  weary  of 
fcience,  and  envied  the  blind- born, 
or  thofe  who,  till  death,  have  been 
wilfully  hood-winked.  How  often 
have  I  been  afked,  "  What  didft 
"  thou  fee  ?  " — And,  when  I  anfwer- 
ed  with  fincerity  and  truth,  how  often 
have  I  been  derided  as  a  liar,  and 
been  perfecuted,  by  thofe  who  de- 
termined not  to  fee  themfelves,  as 
an  innovator,  fingular  and  raih  ! 

Sire,  I  farther  fay  to  thee,  teach 
thy  defcendants  to  feek  the  golden 
mean,  and  fay  with  Geliert — "  The 
"  boy  Fritz  needs  nothing:  his  ftu- 
"  pidity  will  infure  his  fuccefs." — 
Examine    our    wealthy    and    titled 

lords, 
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lords,  what  their  abilities  are,  and 
-what  their  honours,  then  inquire  how 
they  were  attained,  and,  if  thoucanfb, 
difcover  in  what  true  happinefs  con- 
fifts. 

Once  more  to  my  prifon.  The 
failure  of  my  efcape,  and  the  reco- 
very of  life,  from  this  flate  of  defpair, 
led  me  to  moralize  deeper  than  I  had 
ever  done  before  ;  and,  in  this  depth 
of  thought,  I  found  unexpefbed  con- 
folation  and  fortitude,  and  a  firm 
perfuafion  I  yet  fhauld  accomplifh 
my  deliverance. 

Gefhardt,  my  honed  grenadier, 
had  infufed  frefh  hope,  and  my  mind 
now  bufily  began  to  meditate  new 
plans.  A  centinel  had  been  placed 
btfore  my  door,  that  I  might 
be  more  narrowly  watched,  and  the 
married  men  of  the  Pruffian  dates 
were  appointed  to  this  duty,  who, 
as  I  diall  hereafter  fhew,  were  more 

eafy 


(  71  ) 
cafy  to  perfuade  in  aiding  my  flight, 
than  foreign  fugitives.  The  Pome- 
ranian will  liften,  and  is,  by  nature, 
kind,  therefore,  may  cafily  be  moved, 
and  induced  to  fuccour  diftrefs. 

I   began  to   be  more  accuflomed 
to  my    irons,   which    I   had   before 
found  fo  infupportable  J I  could  comb 
out  my  long  hair,  and  could  tic  it 
at  lafl;  with  one   hand.     My  beard, 
which   had   fo    long    remained    un- 
fhaven,  gave  me  a  grim  appearance, 
and  I    began  to  pluck    it  up  by  the 
roots.     The  pain,   at  firft,  was  con- 
fiderable,  cfpecially  round  the  lips; 
but    this,    alfo,   cufhom   conquered, 
and  I  performed   this  operation   in 
the    following   years,     once    in     fix 
weeks,   or  two  months  j  as   the  hair 
thus  plucked  up  required  that  length 
of  time  before  the  nails  could    again 
set  hold.     Vermin    did  not  moleft 
me  ;   the   dampnefs   of  my  den  was 

inimi- 
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inimical  to  them.  My  limbs  never 
fwelled,  becaufe  of  the  exercife  I 
gave  myfelf,  as  before  defcribed. 
The  greateft  pain  I  found  was  in 
the  continued  unvivifying  dimnefs 
in  which  I  lived. 

I  had  read  much  j  had  lived  in, 
and  feen  much  of,  the  world;  vacu- 
ity-of  thought,  therefore,  I  was  liulc 
troubled  with  j  the  former  tranf- 
aflions  of  my  life,  what  had  happen- 
ed, and  the  remembrance  of  the 
perfors  I  had  known,  I  revolved  fo 
often  in  my  mind  that  they  became 
as  familiar  and  cünne(5ted,  as  if  the 
events  had  each  been  written  in  the 
order  it  occurred.  Habit  made  this 
mental  exercife  fo  perfefl  to  me  that 
I  could  compofe  fpeeches,  fables, 
odes,  fatires,  all  which  I  repeated 
aloud,  and  had  fo  (lored  my  memory 
with  them  that  I  was  enabled,  after 
1  had  obtained  my  freedom,  to  com- 
mit 
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mit  to  writing  two  volumes  ofthcfc 
my  prifon  labours.     Accuftomed  to 
this  cxercife,  days,  that  would  orher- 
wifc  have   been  days  of  mifery,  ap- 
peared but  as  a  moment.     The  fol- 
lowing   narrative    will     ihew    how 
much    efleem,    how   many    friends, 
thefe    compofuions    procured    me, 
even  in  my  dungeon,    infomuch  that 
I  obtained  light,  paper,  and,  finally, 
freedom  itfelf.     For  thefe  have  I  to 
thank  the  induftrious  acquirements 
of  m.y  youth,  therefore,   do  I  coun- 
fJ  all  my  readers  fo  to  employ  their 
time.     Riches,  honours,  the  favours 
ot  fortune,  may  be  fhowered  by  mo- 
Jiarchs    upon    the   moft    worth  1  efs ; 
but  monarchs  can  give  and  take,  fay 
and    uhfay,   raife    and    pull    down. 
Monarchs,     however,    can    neither 
give  wifdom  nor  virtue.     Arbitrary 
power  itfelf,   here,  and  before  thefe,  ' 
is  foiled. 

How  wifely  has    Providence  or- 
Vol.  II.  E  dained 
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dained  that  the  endowments  of  in- 
duftry,   learning,  and  fcience,  given 
by  ourfelves,  cannot  be  taken  from 
usi    while,    on  the  contrary,  what 
others  beftow  is  a  fantafiical  dream, 
from  which  any  accident  may  awaken 
us.     The  wrath   of  Frederic  could 
deftroy  legions,   and  defeat  armies ; 
but  it  could  not  take  from  me   the 
lenfe  of  honour,  of  innocence,  and 
their  fweet  concomitant,    peace  of 
mind  j  could  not  deprive  me  of  for- 
titude and   magnanimity:   I   defied 
his  power,  refted  on  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,   found    in    myfelf  expedients 
■wherewith   to  oppofe  him,    was  at 
kn^^th  crownc-d  with  conqueft,  and 
came  forth,  to  the  world,  the  martyr 
of  fufFering  virtue. 

Some  of  my  oppreflbrs  now  rot 
in  diOionourablc  graves.  Others, 
alas  !  in  Vienna,  remain  immured  in 
houfes  of  correction,  as  Krugel  and 
Zetto,  or  beg  their  bread,  like  Grar 

venita 
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venltz  and  Doo.  Nor  arc  the  weal- 
thy pofTcflbrs  of  my  eftatcs  more  for- 
tunate, but  look  down  with  fhame 
whenever  I  and  my  children  appear. 
We  (land  ercd,  efteemed,  and  ho- 
noured, while  their  injuftice  is  ma- 
nifcft  to  tlie  whole  world. 

Young  man,  be  induftrious,  for, 
without  induftry,  can  none  of  the 
treafures  I  have  defcribed  be  pur- 
chafed.  Thy  labour  will  reward 
itfelf ;  then,  when  aflaulted  by  m'f- 
fortune,  or  even  mifcry,  learn  of  me, 
and  fmile ;  or,  Ihouldell  thou  efcapc 
fuch  trials,  ftill  labour  to  acquire 
wifdom,  that,  in  old  age,  thou  may- 
eft  find  content  and  happinefs. 

The  years  in  my  dungeon  pafled 
away  as  days,  thofe  moments  ex- 
ct-pted,  when,  thinking  on  the  great 
world,  and  the  deeds  of  great  ir.en, 
my  ambition  was  roufed :  except 
when,  contemplating  the  viJenefs  of 
my  chains,  and  the  wrctchednefs  of 
E  2  my 
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tny  fituation,  I  laboured  for  liberty, 
and  found  my  labours  endlefs  and 
inefFeaual:  except  while  I  rennem- 
bered  the  triumph  of  my  enemies, 
and  the  fplendor  in  which  thofe,  by 
whom  I  had  been  plundered,  lived. 
Then,  indeed,  did  I  experience  in- 
tervals   that    approached    madncfs, 
defpair,      and     horror:     beholding 
myfelf   deflitute  of  friend    or  pro- 
teftor,  the  Emprefs  herfelf,  for  whofe 
fake  I  fuffered,  defertingme;  reflea- 
ing  on   paft  times  and  paft  profpe- 
rity  J    remembering  how   the  good 
and  virtuous,  -from  the  cruel  nature 
of  my  punifhment,  muft  be  obliged 
to  conclude  me  a  wretch  and  a  vil- 
lain, and  chat  all  means  of  juftifica- 
tion  were  cue  ofFj  oh,  God  !   How 
did    my    heart     beat!    With    what 
violence  !   What   would  I  not  have 
undertaken,  in  thefc  fuffering  mo- 
ments, to  have   put  my  enemies  to 
fhame  !  Vengeance,  and  rage,  then, 

rofe 
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rofc  rebellious  againft  patience ;  long 
filtering  philofophy  vanifhed,  and 
the  poifoned  cup  of  Socrates  would 
have  been  the  netflar  of  the  Gods. 

Man,  deprived  of  hope,  is  man 
deflroyed.  I  found  but  little  pro- 
bability in  all  my  plans  and  projeifls, 
yet  did  I  truft  that  fome  of  them 
Ihould  fucceed,  yet  did  I  confide  in 
them  and  my  honed  Gefhardt,  and 
that  I  fhould  ftill  free  myfelf  from 
my  chains. 

The  greateft  of  all  my  incite- 
ments to  patient  endurance  was  love, 
I  had  left  behind  me,  in  Vienna,  a 
lady,  for  whom  the  world  flill  was 
dear  to  me;  her  would  I  neither 
defert  nor  afflicl.  To  her  and  my 
lifter  was  my  exiftence  ftill  neceflary. 
For  their  fakes,  who  had  loft  and 
fuffered  fo  much  for  mine,  would 
I  preferve  my  life;  for  them  no  dif- 
ficulty, no  fufFering,  was  too  great; 
yet  them,  alas !  when  long-defired 
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liberty  was  reflored,  I  found  both 

in  their  gravts.  The  joy,  for  which 
I  had  borne  fo  much,  was  no  more 
to  be  tailed. 

About  three  weeks  after  my  at- 
tempt to  efcape,  the  good  Gefhardt 
firft  camiC  to  ftand  centinel  over  me  ; 
and  the  centinel  they  had  fo  care- 
fully fet  was,  indeed,  the  only  hope 
I  could  have  of  efcape  i  for  help 
muft  be  had  from  without,  or  this 
was  impoflible. 

The  effort  I  had  made  had  ex- 
cited too  much  furprife  and  alarm 
for  me  to  pafs  without  ftricl  exami- 
nation, fince,  on  the  ninth  day  after 
I  was  confined,  I  had,  in  eighteen 
hours,  fo  far  broken  through  a  pri- 
fon  built  purpofely  for  myfelf,  by  a 
combination  of  fo  many  projedors, 
and  with  fuch  extreme  precaution, 
which  prifon  had  univerfally  been 
declared  impenetrable. 

Gefhardt  fcarcely  had  t^ken  his 
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pofl  before  wc  had  free  opportunity 
of  converfing  together;  for,  when 
I  ftood,  with  one  foot,  on  my  bed- 
ftead,  I  could  reach  the  aperture, 
through  which  light  was  admitted. 

Gefhardt  defcribed  the  fituation 
of  my  dungeon,  and  our  firft  plan 
was  to  break  through  the  foundation 
which  he  had  feen  laid,  and  which  he 
affirmed  to  be  only  two  feet  deep. 

Money  was  the  firft  thing  necef- 
fary.  Gefhardt  was  relieved  during 
his  guard,  and  returned,  bringing 
with  him  a  Iheet  of  paper  rolled  on 
a  wire,  which  he  pafled  through  my 
grating ;  after  which  a  piece  of  fmall 
wax-candle,  fome  burning  amadoue 
(a  kind  of  tinder),  a  match,  and  a 
pen.  I  now  had  light,  pricked  my 
finger,  and  wrote,  with  my  blood, 
to  my  faithful  friend.  Captain  Ruck- 
hardt,  at  Vienna,  defcribed  my  fitu- 
ation in  a  few  words,  fent  him  an 
acquittance  for  three  thoufand  flo- 
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rins  on  my  rcvenijes,  and  reqiiefted 
he  would  difpofe  of  a  thoufand  flo- 
rins to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
journey  to  Gummern,  only  two 
miles  from  Magdeburg.  Here  he 
was,  pofitively,  to  be  on  the  15th  of 
Auguft.  About  noon,  on  this  fame 
day,  he  was  to  walk,  with  a  letter 
in  his  hand  ;  a  man  was  there  to  meet 
him,  fmoking  a  roll  of  tobacco,  to 
whom  he  muft  remit  the  two  thou- 
fand florins,  and  return  to  Vienna. 

I  returned  the  written  paper  to 
Gefhardt  by  the  fame  means  it  had 
been  received,  gave  him  my  inflruc- 
tions,  and  he  fent  his  wife  with  it  to 
Gummern,  by  whom  it  was  fafely 
put  in  the  pofb. 

My  hopes  daily  rofe,  and,  as  often 
as  Gefhardt  mounted  guard,  fo  often 
did  we  continue  our  projedls.  The 
15th  of  Auguft  came,  but  it  was 
fome  days  before  Gefhardt  was  again 
on  guard ;   and  oh !   how   did  my 
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heart  palpitate  when  he  came  and. 
exclaimed,  "  All  is  right!  we  have 
tt  fuTceedcd."  He  returned  in  the 
evening,  and  we  began  to  confider 
by  what  means  he  could  convey  the 
money  to  me.  I  could  not,  with 
my  hands,  chained  to  an  iron  bar, 
reach  to  the  aperture  of  the  window 
that  admitted  airj  bcfide  that  it  was 
too  fmall.  It  was,  therefore,  agreed 
that  Gefhardt  fhould,  on  the  next 
guard,  perform  the  office  of  cleaning. 
my  dungeon,  and  that  he  then  Ihould 
convey  the  money  to  me  in  the 
water-jug. 

This,  luckily,  was  done.  How- 
great  was  my  aftonifhment  when, 
infteadof  one,  I  found  two  thoufand. 
florins!  For  I  had  permitted  him  to 
refervc  half  to  himfelf,  as  a  reward 
for  his  fidelity.  He,  however,  had 
kept  but  five  pidoles,  which  he  per- 
filled  was  enough. 

Worthy  Gefhardt!  This  was  tho 
E  5  act: 
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aö:  of  a  Pomeranian  grenadier!  How 
rare  arc  fuch  examples  !  Be  thy  name 
and  mine  ever  united.  Live  thou 
while  the  memory  of  me  fhall  live. 
Never  did  my  acquaintance  with  the 
great  bring  to  my  knowledge  a  foul 
fo  noble,  fo  difinterefted  ! 

It  is  true,  I,  afterward,  prevailed 
on  him  to  accept  tht  whole  thou- 
fand  ;  but  we  fhall  foon  fee  he  never 
had  them,  and  that  his  foolifh  wife, 
three  years  after,  fuffered  by  their 
means  j  however,  fhe  fuffered  alone, 
for  he  foon  marched  to  the  field,  and 
therefore  was  unpunifhed. 

Having  money  to  carry  on  my 
defigns,  I  began  to  put  my  plan  of 
burrowing  under  the  foundation  in- 
to execution.  The  firll  thing  ne- 
cefTary  was  to  free  myfelf  from  my 
fetters.  To  accomplifh  this,  Gef- 
hardt  fupplied  me  with  two  fmali 
files,  and,  by  the  aid  of  thefe,  this 
labour,  though  great,  was  effeded.  ' 
6  The 
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The  cap,  or  Raple,  of  the  foot-ring 
was    made    fo   wide     that    I    c(juld 
draw  it  forward  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
I  filed  the  iron  which  pafTed  through 
it  on  the  infide,  and  the  more  1  filed 
this  away,  the  further  I  could  draw 
the  cap  down,  till  at   laft   the  whole 
infide  iron,  tlirough  which  the  chains 
paflTtd,    was  quite  cut  through  i   by 
this  means  1  could  flip  off  the  ring, 
while  the  cap  on  the  ourfide  conti- 
nued whole,  and  it  was  impcITible  to 
difcover  any  cut,  as  only  the  outfide- 
could  be  examined..    My  hands,  by- 
continued    efforts,  I  {o  comprefiied 
as  to  be  able  to  draw  them  out  of 
the  hand-cuffs.  I  then  filed  the  hinge,, 
and  made  a  fcrew-diiver  of  one  of 
the  foot-long  flooring  nails,  by  which- 
I  could  take  out  the  fcrews  at  p!ea- 
fure,  fo  that  at  the  time  of  examina- 
tion no   proofs  could  appear.     The 
rim  round  my  body  was  but  a  fmall 
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impediment,  except  the  chain,  which 
paffed  from  my  hand-bar,  and  this  I 
removed,  by  filing  an  aperture  in 
one  of  the  links,  which,  at  the  ne- 
ceflary  hour,  I  cloftd  with  bread, 
rubbed  over  with  rufty  iron,  firfl:  dry- 
ing it  by  the  heat  of  my  bodyj  and 
would  wager  any  fum  that,  without 
linking  the  chain,  link  by  link,  with 
a  hammer,  no  one,  not  in  the  fecret, 
would  have  difcovered  this  fra<5ture. 

The   window    was    never   flriflly 
examined;    I,    therefore,   drew    the 
two  ftaples  by  which  the  iron  bars 
were  fixed  to  the  wall,  and  which  I 
daily  replaced,  carefully  plaidering 
them  over.     I   procured  wire  from 
Gefhardt,  and  tried  how  well  I  could 
imitate   the   inner  grating:   finding 
I  fucceeded  tolerably,  I  cut  the  real 
grating  totaJy  away,  and  fu.bftituted 
an  artificial  one  of  my  own  fabricat- 
ing,   by   which   I    obtained   a   free 
communication   with    the"  outfide, 

addi« 


(    is    ) 

additional  frefli  air,  together  with 
all  neccfiary  implements,  tinder  and 
candies.  That  the  light  might  not 
be  feen,  I  hung  the  coverlid  of  my 
bed  before  the  window,  fo  that  I 
could  work  fearlefs  and  undete^ed. 

Every  thing  prepared,  I  went  to 
work.  The  floor  of  my  dungeon 
was  not  of  flone,  but  oak  planks, 
three  inches  thick;  three  beds  of 
which  were  laid  croflwife,  and  were 
faflened  to  each  other  by  nails  half 
an  inch  in  diameter,  and  a  foot  lono-. 
Having  worked  round  the  head  of 
a  nail,  I  made  ufe  of  the  hole  ac 
the  end  of  the  bar,  which  feparated 
my  hands,  to  draw  it  out,  and  this 
nail  I  fliarpened  upon  my  ton-,b- 
ftone  into  an  excellent  chiflel. 

I  now  cut  through  the  board 
more  than  an  inch  in  width,  that  I 
might  work  downward,  and,  having 
drawn  away  a  piece  of  board  which 
was  inferted  two  inches  under  the 

wall. 
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wall,  I  cut  this  fo  as  exaftly  to  fit: 
the    fmall    crevice    it   occafioned    I 
flopped  up  with  bread,  and  ftrewcd 
over  with  dufl,  fo  as  to  prevent  all 
fufpicious  appearance.     My  labour 
under   this  was  continued  with  lefs 
precaution,  and   I   had  foon  worked 
through  my  nine-inch  planks.  Under 
them  I  came  to  a  fine  white  fand,  on 
which  the  Star-Fort  was  built.     My 
chips  1  carefully  diftributed  beneath 
the  boards.     If  I  had  not  help  from 
without,  I  could  proceed  no  further, 
for  to  dig  were  ufelefs,  unlefs  I  could 
rid  myfelf  of  my  rubbifh.    Gefhardt 
fupplied  me  with  fome  ells  of  cloth, 
of  which  1  made  long  narrow  bags, 
fluffed  them  with  earth,  and  palled 
them  between  the  iron  bars,  to  Gef- 
hardt, who,  as  often  as  he  was  on 
guard,  fcattcred  or  conveyed  away 
their  contents. 

Furnillied  with  room  to  fecrete  them 
under  the   floor,  I  obtained    more 
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inftruments,  together  with  a  pair  of 
piftols,  powder,  ball,  and  a  bayonet. 

I  now  difcovered  that  the  founda- 
tion of  my  prifon,  inflead  of  two, 
was  funk  four  feet  deep.  Time,  la- 
bour, and  patience,  were  all  necefTarjr 
to  break  our,  unheard,  and  undifco- 
vered ;  but  few  things  are  impofTible, 
where  refolution  is   not  wantino-. 

The  hole  1  made  was  obliged  to 
be  four  feet  deep,  correfponding 
with  the  foundation,  and  wide 
enough  to  kneel  and  (loop  in; 
the  laying  down  on  the  floor  to 
work,  the  continual  {looping  to 
throw  out  the  earth,  the  narrow  fpace 
in  which  all  muft  be  performed, 
thefe  made  the  labour  incredible; 
and,  after  this  daily  labour,  all  thino-s 
were  to  be  replaced,  and  my  chains 
again  refumed,  which,  alone,  requir- 
ed fome  hours  to  effeft.  My  great- 
eft  aid  was  in  the  wax  candles,  and 
light  I  had  procured  i  but  as  GtU 
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hardt  flood  centinel  only  once  n 
fortnight,  my  work  was  much  de- 
layed ;  the  centinels  were  forbidden 
to  fpeak  to  me  under  pain  of  death '^ 
and  I  was  too  fearful  of  being  be- 
trayed to  dare  to  feek  new  afliftance^ 

Being  without  a  ftovc,  I  fuffered 
much  this  winter  from  cold,  yet 
my  heart  was  chearfu',  as  I  faw 
the  probability  of  fre-:.omi  and  all 
were  aftonifhed  to  t:  :d  me  in  fuch 
good  fpirits. 

Gefhardr,  alfo,  brought  me  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  chiefly  confifting 
'of  faufagesandfak  meats, ready  dreff- 
ed,  which  increared  my  ftrength,  and, 
when!  was  not  digging,  I  wrote  fatires 
and  verfes:  thus  rime  was  employed, 
and  I  contented,  even  in  prifon. 

Lulled  into  fecurity,  an  acciden^t 
happened,  that  will  appear  almofl; 
incredible,  and  by  which  every  hope 
was  nearly  fruftrattd. 

Gef hardt  had  been  working  with 
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me,  and -wns  relieved  in  themornin"-. 

o 

As  I  was  replacing  the  window,  which 
I  was  obliged  to  remove  on  thefc 
occafions,  it  fell  out  of  my  hand,  and 
three  of  the  glafs  panes  were  broken. 
Gefhardt  was  not  to  return  till  guard 
was  again  relieved  i  I  had,  therefore, 
no  opportunityoffpeaking  with  him, 
or  concerting  any  mode  of  repair. 
I  remained  nearly  an  hour  conjec- 
turing and  hefitating,  for,  certainly, 
had  the  broken  window  been  feen,  as 
it  was  impoffible  I  fhould  reach  it 
when  fettered,  I  fhould,  immediate- 
ly, have  been  more  rigidly  examined, 
and  the  falfe  grating  mull  have  been 
difcovered. 

I,  therefore,  came  to  a  refolution, 
and  fpoke  to  the  centinel,  who  was 
amufing  himfelf  with  whillling,  thus: 
**  My  good  fellow,  have  pity,  not 
*'  upon  me,  but  upon  your  com- 
"  rades,  who,  fhould  you  refufe, 
'«  will  certainly  be  executed :  I  will 
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,  "  throw  you  thirty  piftoles  through 
"  the  window,  if  you  will  do  me  a 
"  Imall  favour."  He  remained  fome 
moments  filent,  and  at  laft  anfwered, 
in  a  low  voice,  "  What  1  have  you 
"  money  then  ?"  —  I,  immediately, 
counted  thirty  piiloles,  and  threw 
them  through  the  window.  He 
afked  to  know  what  he  was  to  do : 
I  told  my  difficulty,  and  gave  hinn 
the  fize  of  the  panes,  in  paper.  The 
man,  fortunately,  was  bold  and  pru- 
dent. The  door  of  the  palifadoes, 
through  the  negligence  of  the  offi- 
cer, had  not  been  fiiut  that  day :  he 
prevailed  on  one  of  his  comrades  to 
Hand  centinel  for  him,  during  half 
an  hour,  while  he,  mean  time,  raa 
into  the  town,  and  procured  the  glafs, 
on  the  receipt  of  which  I  inflantly 
threw  him  out  ten  more  piftoles. 
Before  the  hour  of  noon  and  vifita- 
tion  came,  every  thing  was  once 
more  reinllated,  my  glaziery  per- 
formed. 
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formed  to  a  miracle,  and  the  life  of 
my  worthy  Gefhardc  preferved  !  — 
Such  is  the  powt-r  of  money  in  this 
world  1  This  is  a  very  remarkable 
incident,  for  I  never  fpoke  after  to  the 
man  who  did  me  this  fignal  fervicc. 

Gefhardt's  alarm  may  eafily  be 
imagined :  he,  fome  days  after,  re- 
turned to  his  poft,  and  was  the  more 
aftoniflicd  as  he  knew  the  centinel 
who  had  done  me  this  good  office; 
that  he  had  five  children,  and  was  a 
man  moft  to  be  depended  on  by  his 
officers,  of  any  one  in  the  whole 
grenadier  company. 

I  now  continued  my  labour,  and 
found  it  very  poffible  to  break  out 
under  the  foundation  ;  but  Gefhardc 
had  been  fo  terrified,  by  the  late  ac- 
cident, that  he  ftarted  a  thoufand 
difficulties,  in  proportion  as  my  end 
was  more  nearly  accomplifhed ;  and, 
at  the  moment  when  I  wiflied  to 

con- 
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concert  with  him  the  means  of 
flight,  he  perfifted  it  was  ncccflary 
to  find  additional  help,  to  efcape  in 
fafety,  and  not  bring  both  him  and 
myfelf  to  dcfl:ru(5lion.  —  At  length,, 
we  came  to  the  following  determi- 
nation, which,  however,  after  eight 
months  inceflant  labour  pa  ft,,  render- 
ed my  whole  projeft  abortive. 

I  wrote  once  more  to  Ruckhardt,, 
at  Vienna;  fent  him  a  new  afTign- 
ment  for  money,  and  defired  he 
would  again  repair  to  Gummern, 
where  he  fhould  wait  Hx  feveral 
nights,  with  two  fpare  horfes,  on 
the  glacis  of  Klofterbergen,  at  the 
time  appointed,  every  thng  being 
prepared  for  flight.  Within  thefe 
fix  days,  Gefhardt  would  have  found 
means,  either  in  rotation,  or  by  ex- 
changing the  guard,  to  have  been 
with  mc.  Alas !  the  fweet  hope  of 
again  beholding  the  face  of  the  fun,  • 
of  once  more  obtaining  my  freedom, 
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•endured  but  three  days:  Providence 
thought  proper  otherwife  to  ordain. 
Gefhardt  Tent  his  wife  to  Gummern, 
with  the  letter,  and  this  fiUy  woman 
told  the  poft-mafter  her  hulband 
had  a  lawfuit  at  Vienna,  that,  there- 
fore, flie  begged  he  would  take  par- 
ticular care  of  the  letter,  for  which 
purpofe  fhe  flipped  ten  rix-dollars 
into  his  hand. 

This  unexpedted  liberality  raifcd 
the  fufpicions  of  the  Saxon  poft- 
mafter,  who,  therefore,  opened  the 
letter,  read  the  contents,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  fending  it  to  Vienna,  or 
at  leaft,  to  the  general  poftmafter  at 
Drcfden,  he  preferred  the  traiterous 
afl  of  takingit,  himfelf,  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Magdeburg,  who  then,  as 
at  prefent,  was  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwic. 

What  were  my  terrors,  what  my 
defpair,  when  I  beheld  the  Prince 
himfclf,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
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afternoon,  enter  my  prifon,  with 
his  attendants,  prefent  my  letter,  and 
afk,  in  an  authoritative  voice,  who 
had  carried  it  to  Gummern.  —  My 
anfwer  was,  "  I  knew  not."  Strift 
fearch  was  immediately  made,  by 
fmiths,  carpenters,  and  mafons,  and, 
after  half  an  hour's  examination, 
they  difcovered  neither  my  hole,  nor 
the  manner  in  which  I  difencum- 
bered  myfelf  of  my  chains  :  they 
only  faw  that  the  middle  grating, 
in  the  aperture  where  the  light  was 
admitted,  had  been  removed.  This 
was  boarded  up  the  next  day,  and 
only  a  fmall  air-hole  left,  of  about 
fix  inches  diameter. 

The  Prince  began  to  threaten  j  I 
perfifted  I  had  never  feen  the  cen- 
tinel,  who  had  rendered  me  this  fer- 
vice,  nor  an<ed  his  name.  Seeing  his 
attempts  all  ineffetlual,  the  govern- 
or, in  a  milder  tone,  faid,  "  You  have 
•<  ever  complained.  Baron  Trenck, 
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**  of  not  having  hitlierto  been  legally 
"  fentenced,  or  hfard  in  your  own 
*'  defence  ;  I  give  you  my  word  of 
"  honour,  tliis  you  fliall  be,  and,  alfo, 
"  that  you  fli:\ll  be  releafcd  from 
"  your  fetters,  if  you  will  only  tell 
"  me  who  took  your  letter."  To  this 
I  replied,  with  all  the  fortitude  of 

innocence, *'  Every  body  knows, 

**  my  Lord,  I  have  never  deferved 
*^  the  treatment  I  have  met  with,  in 
"  my  country.  My  heart  is  irre- 
"  proachable.  I  feck  to  recover 
"  my  liberty  by  every  means  in  my 
"•'  power  J  but  vvere  I  capable  of  be- 
"  traying  the  man  whofe  compaf- 
'^  fion  has  induced  him  to  fuccour 
"  my  diftrefs ;  were  I  the  coward 
*'  that  could  purchafe  happinefs  at 
*'  his  expence,  I  then  (hould,  indeed, 
*'  deferve  to  wear  thefe  chains  with 
"which  lam  loaded.  For  m\felf, 
<'  do  with  me  what  you  pleafe;  yet 
"  remember  1  am  not  wholly  def- 

<*  titute 
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"  titutCj  I  am  flill  a  captain  in  the 
"  Imperial  fervice,  and  a  defcend- 
"  ant  of  the  houfe  of  Trenck." 

Prince  Ferdinand  flood,  for  a  mo- 
ment, unable  to  anfwer,  then  renewed 
his  threats,  and  left  my  dungeon. 
I  have  been  fince  told  that,  when  he 
was  out  of  hearing,  he  faid  to  thofe 
round  him,  "  I  pity  his  hard  fate, 
"  and  cannot  but  admire  his  ftrength 
«of  mind!" 

I  mull  here  remark  that,  when  we 
remember  the  ufual  circumfpeftion 
of  this  great  man,  we  are  obliged  to 
■wonder  at  his  imprudence  in  hold» 
ing  a  converfation  of  fuch  a  kind 
with  mie,  which  laded  a  confiderable 
time,  in  the  prefence  of  the  guard. 
The  foldiers  of  the  whole  garrifon 
had  afterward  the  utmofl  confidence, 
as  they  were  convinced  I  would  not 
meanly  devote  others  to  deflruftion, 
that  I  might  benefit  myfclf.     This 

was 
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was  the  way  to  gain  me  eflcem  and 
Hitercourfe  among  the  men,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  Duke  had  faid  he  knew 
I  mud  have  money  concealed,  for 
that  I  had  diftributed  fome  to  the 
centinels. 

He  had  fcarcely  been  gone  an 
hour  before  1  heard  a  noife  near  my 
prifon.  I  Jiftened — What  could  it 
be  ?  I  heard  talking,  and  learned  a 
grenadier  had  hanged  himfclf  to  the 
paliladoes  of  my  prifon  ! 

The  officer  of  the  guard,  and  the 
town-major,  again  entered  my  dun- 
geon to  fetch  a  lanthorn  they  had 
r forgotten,  and  the  officer,  at  going 
out,  told  me,  in  a  whifper,  ''One  of 
"your  afibciates  has  juft  hanged 
"  himfelf." 

It  is  impoffible  to  impart  my  ter- 
ror or  fenfitions ;  I  believed  it  could 
be  only  mykind,  my  honefl  Gefhardt. 
After  many   gloomy   thoughts,   and 

Vol  II.  F  lament- 
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lamenting  the  unhappy  end  of  fo 
worthy  a  fellow,  I  began  to  recolIe<5t 
what  the  prince  had  promifed  me,, 
if  I  would  difcover  my  accomplice. 
I  knocked  at  the  door,  defired  to 
fpeak  to  the  officer;  he  came  to  the 
window,  and  afked  what  I  wanted  j 
I  requeued  he  would  inform  the 
governor  that,  if  he  would  fenfi  me 
light,  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  I  would 
difcover  my  whole  fecret. 

Thefe  were  accordingly  fent ;  an 
hour's  time  was  granted  j  the  door 
was  Ihut,  and  I  left  alone.  I  fat 
myfelf  down,  began  to  write  oh  my 
night-table,  and  was'about  to  infert 
the  name  of  Gefhardt,  but  my  blood 
thrilled,  and  fhrunk  back  to  my 
heart.  I  fhuddered,  rofe,  went  to 
the  aperture  of  the  window,  and  cal- 
led, .'*  Is  there  no  man  who,  in  com- 
«'  paiTion,  will  tell  me  the  name  of 
«<  him  who  has  hanged  himfelf,  that 
6  *<  I  may 
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*'  1  may  deliver  many  others  from 
*'  dcQru<flion  !"  The  window  was 
not  nailed  up  till  the  next  day,  I, 
therefore,  wrapped  five  piftoles  in  a 
paper,  threw  them  our,  called  to  the 
centinel,  and  faid,  "  Friend,  take 
*'  thefe,  and  i'dvtt  thy  comrades;  or, 
*'  go,  betray  me,  and  bring  down 
*'  innocent  blood  upon  thy  head  !'* 

The  paper  was  taken  up  ;  a  paufe 
of  filence  enfuedi  1  heard  fighs,  and, 
prefently  M'ter,  a  lo^v  voice  faid, «  His 
"  name  is  Schütz,  he  belonged  to  the 

"  company  ',of    Ripps." 1    had 

never  heard  the  name  before,  or 
known  the  man,  but  I,  however, 
immediately  wrote  Schutz,  iaftead 
of  Gefhardt.  Having  finifhed  the 
letter,  I  called  the  lieutenant,  who 
took  that  and  the  light  away,  and 
again  barred  up  the  door  of  my  dun- 
geon. The  duke,  however,  fuf- 
pecled  there  muft  be  Ibme  collufion, 
F  2  and 


and  every  thing  remained  in  the  fame 
itate  i  I  obtained  neither  hearing  nor 
court-martial.  I  learned,  in  the 
ftquel,  the  following  circumftances, 
which  will  difplay  the  truth  of  this 
apparently  incredible  ftory. 

While  I  was  imprifoned  in  the 
citadel,  a  centinel  came  to  the  poll 
under  my  window,  curfed  and  blaf- 
phemed,  exclaimed  aloud — "  Damn 
"  the  Fruflian  fcrvice !  If  Trenck 
"  only  knew  my  mind,  he  would 
"  not  long  continue  in  his  infernal 
"  hole  !"  I  entered  into  difcourfe 
with  him,  and  he  told  me,  if  I  could 
oive  him  money  to  purchafe  a  boat, 
in  which  he  might  crofs  the  Elbe, 
he  would  foon  make  my  doors  fly 
open,  and  fet  me  free. 

Money  at  that  time  I  had  none  j 
but  I  gave  him  a  diamond  Ihirt 
buckle,  worth  five  hundred  florins, 
which   I   had  concealed.     I  never 

heard 
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heard  more  from  this  m.in  j  he  fpoke 
to  me  no  more.  He  ofccn  llooci 
centinel  over  me,  which  I  knew  by 
his  Weftphalian  dialeft,  and  I  as 
often  addrefled  myfelf  to  him,  but 
inefFe^flually,  he  would  make  no  an- 
fwer. 

This  Schütz  mud  have  fold  my 
buckle,  and  Jet  his  riches  be  feen, 
for,  when  the  duke  left  me,  the 
Jieutenant  on  guard  faid  to  him — 
"  You  mufl,  certainly,  be  the  rafcal 
"who  carried  Trenck's  letter;  you 
**  have,  forlbme  time  part,  fpenr much 
"  money,  and  we  have  feen  you  with 
"  louis-d'ors.  How  came  you  by 
'*  them  ?"  Schütz  was  terrified,  his 
confcience  accufcd  him,  he  ima- 
gined I  fliould  betray  him,  he  hav- 
ing tUceived  me.  He,  therefore, 
in  the  firH:  agonies  of  defpair,  came 
to  the  palifades,  and  hung  himfelf 
before  the  door  of  my  dungton. 

F  2  Hovf 
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How  wondeYful  is  the  hand  of 
Providence  !  The  wicked  man  fell  a 
facrifice  to  his  crime,  after  having 
efcaped  a  whole  year,  and  the  faith- 
ful, the  bentvolein-hearted,  Gtff- 
hardc  was  th-ereby  faved. 

The  centinels  were  now  doubled, 
that  any  intercourfe  with  them  might 
be  rendered  more  difficult.  Gef- 
hardt  again  ftood  guard,  but  he  had 
fcarceiy  opportunity,  without  dan- 
ger, to  fpeak  a  few  words :  he  thank- 
ed me  for  having  prefervcd  him, 
wiflied  me  better  fortune,  and  told 
me  the  garrifon,  in  a  few  days,  would 
take  the  field. 

This  was  dreadful  news:  my 
whole  plan  was  deftroyed  at  a  breath, 
I,  however,  foon  recovered  frefh 
hopes.  The  hole  I  had  funken  was 
not  difcovered:  I  had  five  hundred 
florins,  candles,  and  implements. 

The  feven  years  ^ar  *broke  out: 

about 


(  103  ) 
about  a  week  after,  and  the  regi- 
ments took  the  field.  Major  Wey- 
ner  cam?,  for  the  laft  time,  and 
committed  me  to  the  care  of  the 
new  major  of  the  militia,  Biuck- 
haufen,  who  was  one  of  the  molt 
furly  and  ftiipid  of  men.  I  Iliall 
often  have  occafion  to  mention  this 
man. 

All  the  majors  and  lieutenants 
of  the  guard,  who  had  treated  mc 
with  compaflion  and  elleem,  now 
departed,  and  I  became  an  old  pri- 
foner  in  a  new  world.  I  acquired 
greater  confidence,  however,  by  re- 
membering that  both  officers  and 
men  in  the  militia  were  much  eafier 
to  gain  over  than  in  the  regulars; 
the  truth  of  which  opinion  was  foon 
confirmed  to  me. 

Four  lieutenants  were  appoinned, 

with  their  men,  to  mount  guard  at 

the  Star-Fort  in  turn,   and,   before 

F  4  a  year 
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a  year   had    paficd,  three  of  them 
were  in  my  interefl. 

The  regiments  had  fcarccly  taken 
tlie  field  ere  the  new  governor. 
General  Borck,  entered  my  prifon 
like  what  he  was,  an  imperious, 
cruel  tyrant.  The  King,  in  giving 
him  the  command,  had  informed 
him  he  mufl  anfwer  for  my  perfon 
with  his  head  J  he,  therefore,  had 
full  power  to  treat  me  with  what- 
ever feverity  he  pleafed. 

Borck  was  a  ftupid  man,  of  an 
unfeeling  heart,  the  flave  of  defpotic 
orders,  and,  as  often  as  he  thought 
it  pofllble  I  might  rid  myfelf  of  my 
fetters,  and  efcape,  his  heart  palpi- 
tated with  fear.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  confidered  me  as  the  vileft 
of  men  and  traitors,  feeing  his  King 
had  condemned  me  to  imprifonment 
fo  cruel,  and  his  barbarity  toward 
me  was  thus  the  effed  of  charader, 

and 
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tnd  memnefs  of  ibul.  He  entered 
my  dungeon  not  as  an  officer,  to 
vifit  a  brother  ofiicer  in  mifery,  but 
as  an  executioner  to  a  felon.  Smiths 
then  made  thtir  appearance,  and  a 
monftrous  iron  collar,  of  a  hand's 
breadth,  was  put  round  my  neck, 
and  connc(5led  wich  the  chains  of 
the  fett  by  additional  heavy  links, 
as  may  be  fccn  in  the  plate.  My 
window  was  walled  up,  except  a 
fmall  air-hole.  He  even,  at  length, 
took  away  my  bed,  gave  me  na 
flraw,  and  quitted  me  with  a  thou- 
fand  revilings  on  the  Emprefs  Queen, 
her  whole  army,  and  myfclf.  In 
words,  however,  I  was  little  in  his 
debt,  and  he  was  enraged  even  to 
madnefs. 

What  my  fituation  was  under  this 
additional  load  of  tyranny,  and   the 
command  of  a  man  To  void  of  hu- 
man pity,  the  reader  muft  imagine. 
F  S.^v^^^''^'^  ?>:-My 
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My  greateft  good  fortune  confifted 
in  the  ability  I  ftill  had  to  difen- 
cunnber  myfelf  of  all  the  irons  that 
were  connefled  with  the  ancle-rims, 
and  the  provifion  I  had  of  light, 
paper,  and  implements;  and,  though 
it  was,  apparently,  impoffible  I 
ihould  break  out  undifcovered  by 
both  centinels,  yet  had  I  the  re- 
maining hope  of  gaining  fome  offi- 
cer, by  money,  who,  as  in  Glatz, 
ihould  affift  my  efcape. 

Had  the  commands  of  the  Kipg 
been  literally  obeyed,  efcape  wotild 
have  been  wholly  impoffible;  for,  by 
this,  all  communication  would  have 
been  cut  totally  off  with"the centinels. 
To  this  efFeft  the  four  keys  of  the 
four  doors  were  each  to  be  kept  by 
different  perfons ;  one  with  the  go- 
vernor, another  with  the  town-major, 
the  third  with  the  major  of  the  day, 
and  the  fourth  with  the  lieutenant 

of 
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of  the  guard.  I  never  could  have 
found  opportunity  to  have  fpoken 
with  any  one  of  them  fingly.  Thefe 
commands,  at  firft,  were  rigidly  ob- 
ferved,  with  this  exception,  that  the 
governor  made  his  appearance  only 
every  week.  Magdeburg  became 
fo  full  of  prifoners  that  the  town- 
major  was  obliged  to  deliver  up  his 
key  to  the  major  of  che  day,  and 
the  governor's  vifitations  wholly 
fubfided,  the  citadel  being  an  Eng- 
lifli  mile  and  a  half  diftant  from  the 
Star-Fort. 

General  Walrabe,  *  who  had  been 

a  prifoner  ever  fince  the  year  1T^6^ 

was  alio  at  the  Star-Fort,  but  he  had 

F  6  apart- 

*  Walrave  (or  Walrabe)  had  long  been 
fiifpeftcd  ot  partiality  to  Aullria,  he  being  a 
bigotted  catholic.  He  was,  at  length,  be- 
trayed by  a  miürefs,  for  whofe  hufbanJ  (for 
flie  was  married)  he  had  obtained  the  dignity 
of  counfcUor.     Frederic,    when  lie  granted 

thft 
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apartments,  and  three  thoufand  rix- 
dollars  a  year.  The  major  of  the 
day  and  the  officers  of  the  guard 
dined  with  him  daily,  and  generally 
ftaid  till  evening.  Either  from  com- 
panion, or  a  concurrence  of  fortu- 
nate circumftances,  thcfe  gentlemen 
entruiled  the  keys  to  the  lieutenant 
on  guard,  by  which  means  I  could 
fpeak  with  each  of  them  alone  when 
they  made  their  vint,  and  they 
themfflves,  at  length,  fought  ,thefe 
opportunities.  My  confequent  un- 
dertakings I  fhall  relate  with  all 
brevity,  that  I  may  not  fatigue  the 
reader  with  all  the  arts  and  inven- 

tli?  title,  told  Walrave  it  certainly  became  the 
inilliefs  of  a  general  to  have  a  counfellor  for 
a  hii{band.  He  was  fuperintendent  of  the 
fortifications,  and  was  confined,  not,  according 
to  Fifcher,  in  1746,  but  in  1748,  in  a  prifou 
himfelf  had  built  at  Magdeburg.     T. 

See  fiUhtt  ecfcbtdjte  fvitU,  M* 
CljcU^.  ^.  265.    . 
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tions  of  a  wretched  prifoner  endea- 
vouring to  efcape. 

Borck  had  fclefled  three  majors 
and  four  lieutenants  only  for  this 
Icrvice,  as  thofe  he  befl:  could  truft. 
My  fituation  was  truly  deplorable. 
The  enormous  iron  round  my  neck 
pained  me,  and  prevented  motion, 
and  I  dürft  not  attempt  to  difcngage 
myfelf  from  the  pendent  chains  till 
I  had,  for  fome  months,  carefully  ob- 
ferved  the  mode  of  their  examina- 
tion, and  which  parts  they  fuppofed 
were  perfcdly  fecure»  The  cruelty  of 
depriving  me  of  my  bed  was  ftili 
greater :  I  was  obliged  to  fit  upon  the 
bare  ground,  and  lean  with  my  head 
againft  the  damp  wall.  The  chains 
that  defcended  from  the  neck-collar 
were  obliged  to  be  fupported  firft 
with  one  hand,  and  then  with  the 
other,  for,  if  thrown  behind,  they 
would   have  ftranglcd  me,   and,    if 

hanging 
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hanging  forward,  occafioned  moft 
exceflive  headachs.  The  bar  be- 
tween my  hands  held  one  down 
while  leaning  on  my  elbow  j  I  fup- 
ported  with  the  other  my  chains, 
and  this  fo  benumbed  the  mufcles, 
and  prevented  circulation,  that  I 
could  perceive  my  arms  fenfibly 
wade  away.  The  little  deep  I  could 
have  in  fuch  a  fituation  may  eafily 
be  fuppofed,  and,  at  length,  body 
and  mind  funk  under  this  accumu- 
lation of  miferable  fuffering,  and  I 
fell  ill  of  a  burning  fever. 

The  tyrant Borck  was  inexorable; 
he  wifned  to  expedite  my  death,  and 
rid  himftif  of  his  troubles  and  his 
terrors.  Here  did  I  experience  what 
was  the  lamentable  condition  of  a. 
fick  prifoner,  without  bed,  refrelh- 
ment,  or  aid  from  human  being. 
Reafon,  fortitude,  heroifm,  all  the 
noble  qualities  of  the  mind,  decay 

when 
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when  the  corporal  faculties  are  dif- 
cafcd,  and  the  remembrance  of  my 
fuflerings,  at  this  dre.idful  moment, 
ftill  agitates,  Hill  inflames,  my  blood 
fo  as  aimoft  to  prevent  an  attempt 
to  dcfcribe  what  they  were. 

Yet  hope  had  not  totally  forfaken 
me.  Deliverance  feemed  poflible, 
efpecially,  fhould  peace  enfue  ;  and  I 
fuftained,  perhaps,  what  mortal  man 
never  bore,  except  mj'felf,  being, 
as  I  was,  provided  with  piftols,  or  any 
fuch  immediate  mode  of  difpatch. 

I  continued  ill  about  two  m.onths, 
and  was  fo  reduced,  at  lau,  that  1  had 
fcarcely  flrength  to  lift  the  water- 
jug  to  my  mouth.  What  mufl  the 
fufFerings  of  that  man  be  who  fits 
two  months  on  the  bare  ground  in 
a  dungeon  fo  damp,  fo  dark,  fo  hor- 
rible, without  bed  or  ftraw,  his 
limbs  loaded  as  mine  were,  with  no 
refrefhment    but    dry    ammunition 

breads 
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bread,  without  fo  much  as  a  drop 
of  broth,  without  phyfic,  without 
confoling  friend,  and  who,  under 
all  thefe  afflidlions,  muft  truft,  for 
his  recovery,  to  the  efforts  of  nature 
alone  ! 

Sicknefs  itfelf  is  fufficient  to  hum- 
ble the  mightieft  mind  ;  what  then 
is  ficknefs,  with  fuch  addition  of 
torment  ?  The  burning  fever,  the 
violent  headachs,  my  neck,  fwelled 
and  inflamed  with  the  irons,  enragtd 
me  almoft  to  madnefs.  1  he  fever, 
and  the  fetters,  together,  flead  my 
body  fo  that  it  appeared  like  one  con- 
tinued wound — Enough  1   Enough  ! 


. The  malefador  extended  living 

on  the  wheel,  to  whom  the  cruel 
executioner  refufes  the  lad  flroke, 
the  blow  of  death,  mud  yet,  in  fome 
fhort  period,  expire:  he  fuffers  no- 
thing I  did  not  then  fuffcr,  and 
thefe  my  excruciating  pangs  conti- 
nued 
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nurd   two    dreadtul    months 

Yet,  can  it  be  fuppofcd  ?  There  came 

a  day  ! A  day  of  horror,  when 

thefe  mortal  pangs  were,  beyond  ima- 
gination, increafed  !  I  fat,  fcorched 
with  this  intolerable  fever,  in  which 
nature  and  death  were  contending, 
and,  when  attempting  to  quench 
my  burning  entrails  with  cold  water, 
the  jug  dropped  from  my  feeble 
hands,  and  broke !  I  had  four  and 
twenty  hours  to  remain  without  wa- 
ter. So  intolerable,  fo  devouring, 
was  my  thirfl,  I  could  have  drank 
human  blood  !  Ay,  in  my  madnefs, 
had  it  been  the  blood  of  my  father  1 

*  ••*?  ^r  *  iff  ^  :'^  :jt  if}  iff 

Willingly  would  I  have  feized  my 
piftols,  but  ftrength  had  forfaken 
me ;  I  could  not  open  the  place  I 
was  obliged  to  render  fo  fee u re. 

My  vifitors,  next  day,   fuppofcd 
me  gone  at  laft  —  I  lay  motionlefs, 

with 
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with  my  tongue  out  of  my  mouth. 
They  poured  water  down  my  throat, 
and  found  life. 

Oh  God !  Oh  God !  How  pure, 
how  delicious,  how  exquifite,  wa$ 
this  water  !  —  My  infatiable  thirft 
foon  emptied  the  jug;  they  filled  it 
anew,  bade  me  farewel,  hoped  death 
would  foon  relieve  my  mortal  fuf- 
ferings,  and  departed. 

The  lamentable  ftate  in  which  I 
lay,  at  length,  became  fo  much  th^ 
fubject  of  general  converfation  that 
all  the  ladies  of  the  towp  united 
with  the  officers,  and  prevailed  on 
the  tyrant,  Borck,  to  reftore  me  my 
bed. 

Oh  Nature,  what  are  thy  opera- 
tions ?  From  the  day  I  drank  water 
in  fuch  excefs,  I  gathered  ftrength, 
and,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  every  one, 

foon  recovered. 1  had  moved  the 

heart  of  the  officer  who  infpefled  my 

prifonj 
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prifon;  and,  after  fix  months,  fix  cruel 
months,  of  added  mifery,  the  day  of 
hope  again  began  to  dawn. 

One  of  the  majors  of  the  day  en- 
irufted  his  key  to  Lieutenant  Sonn- 
tag, who  came  alone,  fpoke  in  confi- 
dence, and  related  his  own  fituation, 
complained  of  his  debts,  his  poverty, 
his  necefTities;  and  I  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  twenty-five  louis-d'ors,  for 
which  he  was  fo  grateful  that, our 
friendfliip  became  unfliaken. 

The  three  lieutenants  all  com- 
miferated  me,  and  would  fit  hours 
with  me,  when  a  certain  major  had 
the  infpedion  j  and  he  himfelf,  after 
a  time,  would  even  pafs  half  the  day 
with  me.  He,  too,  was  poor;  and 
I  gave  him  a  draft  for  three  thou- 
sand florins:  hence  new  projects  took 
birth. 

Money  became  neceffaryj  I  had 
difperfed  all  I   polidied,  a  hundred 

florins 
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florins  excepted,  among  the  officers. 

The  elded  Ton  of  Captain  K , 

who  officiated  as  major,  had  been  ca- 
fhiered  :  his  father  complained  to 
me  of  his  diftrefs,  and  I  fent  him  to 
my  filter,  not  far  from  Berlin,  from 
whom  he  received  a  hundred  ducats. 
He  returned,  and  related  her  joy  at 
hearing  from  me.  He  found  her 
exceedingly  ill,  and  fhe  informed 
^me,  in  a  few  lines,  that  my  misfor- 
tunes, and  the  treachery  of  Wein- 
garten, had  entailed  poverty  upon 
her,  and  an  illnefs  which  had  en- 
dured more  than  two  years.  She 
wiffied  me  a  happy  deliverance  from 
my  chains,  and,  in  expedation  of 
death,  committed  her  children  to 
my  proteftion.  She,  however,  grew 
better,  and  married  a  fecond  time. 
Colonel  Papej  but  died  in  the  year 
1758.  I  fhall  forbear  to  relate  her 
hiftory ;  it,  indeed,  does  no  honour 

to 
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to  the  aflies  of  Frederic,  and  would 
but  lefs  difpofe  my  own  heart  to  for- 
givenefs,  by  reviving  the  memory 
of  her  opprefTions  and  griefs. 

K n  returned,  happy,  with  the 

money :  all  things  were  concerted 
with  the  father.  I  wrote  to  the 
Countefs  Befluchef,  alio  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  afterwards  Peter  III, 
recommended  the  young  foldier, 
and  entreated  every  poflible  fuccour 
for  myfclf. 

K n  departed,  through  Ham- 
burg, for  Petersburg,  where,  in  con- 
fequence  of  my  recommendation,  he 
became  a  captain,  and,  in  a  fliort  time, 
major.  He  took  his  meafures  fo 
well  that  I,  by  the  intervention  of  his 
father,  and  a  Hamburg  merchant, 
received  two  thoufand  rubles  from 
the  Countefs,  while  the  fervice  he 
rendered  me  made  his  own  fortune 
in  Ruflia. 

To 
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To  0I4  K-TT — -,  who  was  as  poor 
as  he  was  li,o[neft,  I  gave  three  hun- 
dred ducats ;  and  he,  till  death,  con- 
tinued my  grateful  friend.  I  dif- 
tributed  nearly  as  nnuch  to  the  other 
officers  J  and  matters  proceeded  fo 
far  that  Lieutenant  Glotin  gave  back 
the  keys  to  the  major  without  lock- 
ing my  prifon,  himfclf  paffing  half 
the  night  with  me.  Money  was 
given  to  the  guard  to  drink,  and 
thus  every  thing  fucceeded  to  my 
wifli,  and  the  tyrant,  Borck,  was  de-- 
ceived.  I  had  a  Ibpply  of  light; 
had  books,  newfpapers,  and  my  days 
palTed  fwiftly  away.  I  read,  I  wrote, 
I  bufied  myfelf  fo  thoroughly  that  I 
almoft  fc-got  I  was  a  prifoner. — 
When,  indeed,  the  furly,  dull  block- 
head. Major  Bruckhaufen,  had  the 
infpeäion,  every  thing  mufl  be  care- 
fully reinflated.     Major  Z ■,  tire 

fecond  of  the  three,  was  alfo  wholly 

mine. 
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mine.  He  was  particularly  attached 
to  me,  for  I  had  prom i fed  to  marry 
his  daughter,  and,  fiiould  I  die  in 
prifon,  bequeathed  him  a  legacy  of 
ten  thoufand  florins. 

Lieutenant  Sonntag  got  falfe  hand- 
cuffs made  for  me,  that  were  fo 
wide  I  could  eafily  draw  my  hands 
out;  the  lieutenants,  only,  examined 
my  irons ;  the  new  hand-cuffs  were 
made  perfcflly  fimilar  to  the  old, 
and  Bruckhaufen  had  too  much  ftu- 
pidity  to  remark  any  difference. 

The  remainder  of  my  chains  I 
could  difencumber  myfelf  of  at  plea- 
fure.  When  I  exercifed  myfelf,  I 
held  them  in  my  hands,  thai:  the 
centinels  might  be  deceived  by  their 
clanking.  The  neck-iron  was  the 
only  one  I  dürft  not  remove  i  it  was, 
likewife,  too  ftrongly  rivetted.  I  filed 
through  the  upper  link  of  the  pen- 
dent chain  however,  by  which  means 

I  could 
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I  could  take  it  off,  and  this  I  con- 
cealed with  bread  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned. 

So  could   I  difencumber   myfelf 
of  moft  of  my  fetters,  and  flcep  at 
cafe.    I  again  obtained  faufages  and 
cold  meat,  and  thus   my  fituation-, 
bad  as  it  flill  was,  became  lefs  mi- 
ferable.  —  Liberty,    flill,    however, 
was  moft  defirable :  but,  alas !  not 
one  of  the  three  lieutenants  had  the 
courage  of  a  Schell :   Saxony,   too, 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  PrufTians,  and 
flight,  therefore,  more  dangerous. — 
Perfuafion  was    in   vain,  with  men 
determined  to  rifk  nothing,   but,  if 
they  went,  to  go  in  fafety.     Will, 
indeed,  was  not  wanting  in  Glofin 
and   Sonntag;    but  the  firft  was  a 
poltroon,  and    the  latter  a  man  of 
fcruples,  who,  likewife,  thought  this 
flep  might  be  the  ruin  of  his  bro- 
ther in  Berlin. 

The 
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The  ccntinels  were  doubled,  there- 
fore my  efcape  through  my  hole, 
which  had  been  two  years  dug, 
could  not,  unperceivcd  by  them,  be 
cfFcdedi  ftill  iefs  could  I,  in  face  of 
the  guard,  clamber  the  twelve-feet 
high  palin^docs.  The  following  la- 
bour, therefore,  though  Herculean, 
was  undertaken. 

Lieutenant  Sonntag,  meafuring 
the  interval,  between  the  hole  I  had 
dug  and  the  entrance  of  the  gallery 
in  the  principal  rampart,  found  it  to 
be  thirty-feven  feez.  Into  this,  it  was 
poffible,  I  might,  by  mining,  pene- 
trate. The  difficulty  of  the  enter- 
prife  was  lelTened  by  the  nature  of 

the    ground,  a    fine    white  fand 

Could  I  reach  the  gallery,  my  free- 
dom was  certain.  1  had  been  in- 
formed how  many  Heps  to  the  ri^hc 
or  left  mud  be  taken,  to  find  the 
Vol.  H.  G  door 
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door  that  led  to  the  fecond  rampart : 
and,  on  the  day  when  I  fhould  be 
ready  for  flight,  the  officer  was, 
fecrctly,  to  leave  this  door  open.  I 
had  light,  and  ntiining  tools,  and  I 
was  further  to  rely  on  money  and 
my  own  difcretion. 

I  beg  n  and  continued  this  labour 
about  fix  months.  I  have  already 
noticed  the  difficulty  of  fcraping  out 
the  earth  with  my  hands.  The  noife 
of  inftruments would  have  been  heard 
by  the  centinelsj  i  had  fcarcely 
mined  beyond  my  dungeon  wall  be- 
fore I  difcovered  the  foundation  of 
the  rampart  was  not  more  than  a  foot 
deep,  a  capital  error,  certainly,  in 
fo  important  a  fortrefs.  My  labour 
became  the  lighter  as  I  could  re- 
move the  foundation  ftones  of  my 
dungeon,  and  was  not  obliged  to 
mine  fo  deep. 

My  work,  at  firft,   proceeded  fo 

rapidly 
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rapidly  that,  while  I  had  room  to 
throw  back  my  fand,  I  was  able,  in 
one  night,  to  gain  three  feet;   but 
ere    I    had    proceeded    ten   feet   I 
difcovered  all  my  difficulties.     Be- 
fore I  could  continue  my  work,  I  was 
obliged   to  make  room  for  myfelf, 
by  emptying  the  fand   out  of  my 
hole  upon  the  floor  of  the  prifon, 
and  this  itfelf  was  an  employment  of 
fome  hours.     The  fand  was  obliged 
to    be    thrown    out    by    the    hand, 
and,  after  it  thus  lay  heaped  in  my 
prifon,  mufV  be  again  returned  into 
the  hole,  and  I  have  calculated  that, 
after  I  had  proceeded  twenty  feet,  I 
was  obliged  to  creep  under  ground, 
in  my  hole,  from  fifteen  hundred  to 
two  thoufand  fathoms,  within  twen- 
ty-four hours,  in   the   removal  and 
replacing  of  the  fand.     This  labour 
ended,  care  was  to  be  taken  that,  in 
G  2  jione 
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none  of  the  crevices  of  thre  floor, 
there  might  be  any  appearance  of 
this  fine  white  fand.  The  flooring 
was  next  to  be  exaflly  replaced, 
and  my  chains  to  be  refunned.  So 
fevere  was  the  fatigue  of  one  day,  in 
this  mode,  that  I  was  always  oblig- 
ed to  refl:  the  three  following. 

To  reduce  my  labour,  as  much  as 
poffible,  I  was  confl:rained  to  make 
the  paflage  fo  fmall  that  my   body 
only  had  fpace   to   pafs,   and  I  had 
not  room  to  draw  my  arm   back  to 
my   head.     The  work  too  muft  all 
be  done  naked,  otherwife  the  dirti- 
nefs  of  my  (hut  muft  have  been  re- 
marked :    the  fand  was  wet,  water 
being  found  at  the   depth  of  four 
feet,    where  the   ftratum    of  gravel 
began.     At  length,  the  expedient  of 
fand  bags  occurred  to  me  -,  by  which 
it  might  be  removed  out  and  in  more 
expeditiouOy.   1  obtained  linen  from 
6  the 
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the  officers,  but  not  in  fulTicient 
quantitifs ;  fufpicions  woiikl  have 
been  excited  at  obfcrving  fo  much 
linen  brought  into  the  prifon.  Ac 
laft,  I  took  my  fheecs,  and  the  ticking 
that  inclofed  my  ftraw,  and  cut  them 
up  for  fand  bags,  taking  care  to  lie 
downonmy  bed,  asif  ill,whenBruck- 
haufen  paid  his  vifits. 

The  labour,  toward  the  conclu- 
fion,  became  fo  intolerable  as  to  in- 
cite defpondency.  I  frequently  fat 
contemplating  the  heaps  of  fand, 
during  a  momentary  refpite  from 
work,  and,  thinking  it  impolllblc  I 
could  have  ftrength  or  time  again  to 
replace  all  things  as  they  were,  re- 
folving  patiently  to  wait  the  con- 
fequence,  and  leave  every  thing  in 
its  prefent  diforder.  No,  I  can  aflure 
the  reader  that,  to  effefl  concealment, 
I  have  fcarcely  had  time,  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  ,  to  fit  down  and  eat  a- 
G  3  mor- 
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morfel  of  bread.  —  RecoUefling, 
however,  the  prodigious  efforts,  and 
all  the  progrefs  I  had  made,  hope 
■would  again  revive,  and  exhaufted 
flrength  return;  again  would  I  be- 
gin my  labours,  that  I  might  pre- 
ferve  my  fecret  and  my  expectations : 
yet  has  it  frequently  happened  that 
my  vifitors  have  entered  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  I  had  reinftated  every 
thing  in  its  place. 

When  my  work  was  within  fix  or 
fcven  feet  of  being  accomplifhed, 
a  new  misfortune  happened  that  at 
once  fruflrated  all  further  attempts. 
I  worked,  as  I  have  faid,  under  the 
foundation  of  the  rampart  near  where 
the  centinels  (tood.  I  could  difen- 
cumber  myfelf  of  my  fetters,  except 
my  neck-collar,  and  its  pendent 
chain.  This,  as  I  worked,  though 
it  had  been  faftened,  got  loofe,  and 
the  clanking  was  heard   by  one  of 

the 
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the  centinels  about  fifteen  feet  from 
my  dungeon.  The  officer  was  cal- 
led, they  laid  their  cars  to  the 
ground,  and  heard  me  as  I  went 
backward  and  forward  to  bring  my 
earth  b.igs.  This  was  reported  the 
next  day,  and  the  major,  who  was 
my  beft  friend,  with  the  town-major, 
and  a  fmith  and  mafon,  entered  my 
prifon.  I  was  terrified.  The  lieu- 
tenant, by  a  fign,  gave  me  to  under- 
fland  I  was  difcovered.  An  exami- 
nation was  begun,  but  the  officers 
would  not  fee,  and  the  fmith  and 
mafon  found  every  thing,  as  they 
thought,  fafe.  Had  they  examined 
my  bed,  they  would  have  feen  the 
ticking  and  Iheets  were  gone. 

The  town-major  was  a  dull  man, 
was  perfuadcd  the  thing  was  im- 
poffible,  and  faid  to  the  centinel, 
"  Blockhead  !  You  have  heard  fome 
"mole  under  ground,  and  not 
G  4  "  Trenck. 
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"  Trenck.  How,  indeed,  could  it 
*'  be,  that  he  fhould  work  under 
*'  ground  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
"  his  dungeon  ?"  Here  the  fcrutiny 
ended. 

There  was  now  no  time  for  delay. 
Had  they  altered  their  hour  of  com- 
ing, they  muft  have  found  me  stt 
work ;  but  this,  during  ten  years, 
never  happened,  for  the  governor 
and  town-major  were  ftupid  men, 
and  the  others,  wifhing  me  all  fuc- 
cefs,  were  wilfully  blind.  In  a  few 
days  I  could  have  broken  out,  but, 
when  prepared,  wifhed  to  wait  for 
the  vifitation  day  of  the  man  who 
had  treated  me  fo  tyrannically, 
Bruckhaufen,  that  his  own  negli- 
gence might  be  evident,  but  this 
man,  though  he  wanted  underftand- 
ing,  did  not  want  good  fortune.  He 
was  ill  for  feme  time,  and  his  duty 
devolved  on  K-*-^ — . 

He 
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He  recovered,  and,  the  vifitation 
being  over,  the  doors  were  no  fooner 
barred  than  I  began  my  fuppofed 
laft  labour.  I  had  only  three  feet  far- 
ther to  proceed,  and  it  was  no  longer 
necelTary  I  (hoiild  bring  out  the  fand, 
I  having  rooin  enough  to  throw  it 
behind  me.  What  my  anxiety  was, 
what  my  exertions  were,  may  well 
be  imagined.  My  evil  genius,  how- 
ever, had  decreed  that  the  fame 
centinel,  who  had  heard  me  before, 
fhould  be  that  day  on  guard.  He 
was  piqued,  by  vanity,  to  prove  he 
was  not  the  blockhead  he  had  been 
called  :  he,  therefore,  again  laid  his 
car  to  the  ground,  and  again  heard 
me  burrowing.  He  called  his  com- 
rades firft,  next  the  major :  he  came, 
and  heard  me  likewife;  accord ingl)';, 
they  went  without  the  palifadoes, 
and  heard  me  working  near  the 
door,  at  which  place  I  was  Co  break 
G    5  inro 
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into  the  gallery.  This  floor  they  im- 
mediately opened,  entered  the  gallery 
with  lanthorns,  and  waited  to  catch 
the  hunted  fox  when  unearthed. 

Through  the  firft  fmall  breach  I 
made,  I  perceived  a  light,  and  faw 
the  heads  of  thofe  who  were  expect- 
ing me.  This  was,  indeed,  a  thunder 
flroke  !  —  I  crept  back,  made  my 
way  through  the  fand  I  had  caft  be- 
hind me,  and  awaited  my  fate  with 
fliuddering  !  1  had  ftill  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  conceal  my  piftols,  can- 
dles, paper,  and  fome  money,  under 
the  floor,  which  J  could  remove,— 
The  money  was  difpofed  of  in  vari- 
ous holes,  well  concealed,  alfo  be- 
tween the  pannels  of  the  doors  ^  and, 
under  different  cracks  in  the  floor,  I 
hid  my  fmall  files  and  knives. 

Scarcely  were  thefe  difpofed  of 
before  the  doors  refoundedj  the  floor 

was 
7. 
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was  covered  with  fand  and  fand  bags ; 
my  hand-cufFs,  however,  and  the  fe- 
parating  bar,  I  had  hallily  refumed, 
that  they  might  fuppofc  I  had  work- 
ed with  them  on,  which  they  were 
filly  enough  to  credit,  highly  to  my 
future  advantage. 

No  man  was  more  bufy  on  this 
occafion  than  the  brutal  and  ftupid 
Bruckhaufen,  who  put  many  inter- 
rogatories, to  which  I  made  no  re- 
ply, except  afTuring  him  that  I 
Ihould  have  completed  my  work 
fome  days  fooner,  had  it  not  been 
his  good  fortune  to  fall  fick,  and  that 
this  only  had  been  the  caufe  of  my 
failure. 

The  man  was  abfolutely  terrified 
with  apprehenfion  :  he  began  to  fear 
me,  grew  more  polite,  and  even 
fuppofed  nothing  was  impofTible 
to  me. 

G  6  It 
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It  was  too  late  to  remove  the 
fand,  therefore,  the  lieutenant  and 
guard  continued  with  me,  fo  that 
this  night,  at  leaft,  I  did  not  want 
company.  "When  the  morning  came, 
the  hole  was  firft  filled  and  walled 
vjpj  the  planking  was  renewed.  The 
tyrant  Borck  was  ill,  and  could  not 
come,  otherwife  my  treatment  would 
have  been  ftill  more  lamentable. 
The  fmiths  had  ended  before  the 
evening,  and  the  irons  were  heavier 
than  ever.  The  foot  chains,  inftead 
of  being  faftened  as  before,  were 
fcrewed  and  rivettedj  all  things  elfe 
remained  as  formerly.  They  were 
employed  in  the  flooring  till  the 
next  day,  fo  that  I  could  not  fleep, 
and  at  lalt  I  fank  down  with  wea- 
rinefs. 

The  greateft  of  my  misfortunes 
was,  they  again  deprived  me  of  my 
bed,   becaufe  I   had  cut  it  up  for 

fand 
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find  bags.  Before  the  doors  were 
barred,  Bruckhaufcn,  and  another 
major  examined  my  body  very  nar- 
rowly. They  often  had  adad  me, 
where  I  concealed  ail  my  imple- 
ments ?  My  anfwer  was,  *'  Gentle- 
"  men,  Beelzebub  is  my  bell  and 
"  moft  intimate  friend  j  he  brings 
"  me  every  thing  I  want,  fupplies 
"  me  with  light,  we  play  whole 
"  nights  at  piquet,  and,  guard  mc 
"  as  you  pleafe,  he  will  finally  deli^ 
"  ver  me  out  of  your  power.** 

Some  were  aflonifhed,  others 
laughed.  At  length,  as  they  were 
barring  the  laft  door,  I  called, 
"  Come  back,  gentlemen  !  You  have 
"  forgotten  fomething  of  great  im- 
*'  portance."  In  the  interim  I  had 
taken  up  one  of  my  hidden  files. 
When  they  returned,  "  Look  ye, 
"  gentlemen,"  faid  I,  «  here  is  a  proof 
"  of  the  friendihip  Beelzebub   has 

«for 
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"  for  me  j  he   has  brought  me  this 

« in    a    twinkling."      Again    they 

examined,  and  again  they  fhut  their 

doors.     While  they  were  fo  doing, 

I  took  outa  knife,andten  louis-d'ors, 

called,  and  they  returned,  grumbling 

curfes:  I  then  fhowed  them  the  knife 

and  the  louis-d'ors.     Their  confter- 

nation  was  cxceflivej  and  I  diverted 

my  misfortunes,  by  jefting  at  fuch 

blundering,  Ihort  fighted,    keepers. 

It     was    foon    rumoured    through 

Magdeburg,  efpecially    among  the 

fimple  and  the  vulgar,  that  I   was  a 

magician,  to  whom  the  devil  brought 

all  I  afked. 

One  Major  Holtzkammer,  a  very 

felfilh  man,  profited  by  this  report. 

A   foolifh    citizen  had  offered   him 

fifty   dollars,  if  he   might  only  be 

permitted  to  fee   me   through   the 

door,  being  very  defirous  to  have  a 

peep  at  a  wizard.    Holtzkammer 
^    ^  Jgld 
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told  me,  and  we  jointly  determined 
to  fport  with  his  credulity.  The 
major  gave  me  a  mafk,  with  a  mon- 
ftrous  nofe,  which  I  put  on  when 
the  doors  were  opening,  and  threw 
myfelf  into  a  heroic  attitude.  The 
affrighted  Burger  drew  back,  but 
Holtzkammer  flopped  him,  and  faid, 
have  patience  but  for  fome  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  you  fhall  fee  he  will 
affume  quite  a  different  countenance. 
The  Burger  waited,  my  mafk  was 
thrown  by,  and  my  face  appeared 
whitened  with  chalk,  and  made 
ghaftly.  The  Burger  again  Ihrank 
back ;  Holtzkammer  kept  him  in 
converfation,  and  I  affumed  a  third 
farcical  form.  I  tied  my  hair  under 
my  nofe,  and  a  pewter  difh  to  my 
breaft,  and,  when  the  door  a  third 
time  opened,  I  thundered,  "Begone, 
"  rafcals,  or  I'll  fet  your  necks 
**  awry !"   They  both  ran,  and   the 

filly 
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filly  Burger,  eafed  of  his  fifty  dollars, 
fcampered  firft. 

The  major  in  vain  laid  his  injunc- 
tions on  the  Burger  never  to  reveal 
what  he  had  beheld,  it  being  a  breach 
of  duty  in  him  to  admit  any  perfon 
whatever  to  the  fight  of  me.     In  a 
few  days,   the  necromancer  Trenck 
was  the  theme  of  every  alehoufe  in 
Magdeburg,     and    the    perfon    was 
named   who   had   feen   me   change 
my  form  thrice  in  the  fpace  of  one 
hour.      Many  f^lfe    and  ndiculoiis 
circumfi;ances    were  added,    and  at 
laft  the  ftory  reached  the  governor's 
cars.      The  citizen   was  cited,  and 
offered  to  take  his  oath  to  the  truth 
of  what  himfelf,  and  the  major,  had 
feen.     Holtzkammer,    accordingly, 
fuffered  a  fevere  reprimand,  and  was 
fome  days  put  under  arreft.     We 
frequently  laughed,  however,  at  this 
adventure,  which  had  rendered  me 

fo 
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lb  mucli^thc  rubj€<5l  of  eonverfation. 
Miraculous  reports  were  the  more 
cafily  credited,  becaufe  no  one  could 
comprehend  how,  in  tkTpite  of  the 
load  of  irons  I  carried,  and  all  the 
vigilance  of  my  guards,  I  fliould  be 
continually  able  to  make  new  at- 
tempts, while  thofe  appointed  to  ex- 
amine my  dungeon  feemed,  as  it 
were,  blinded  and  bewildered.  A 
proof,  this,  how  eafy  it  is  to  deceive 
the  credulous,  and  whence  have  ori- 
ginated witchcraft,  prophecies,  and 
miracles. 

My  laft  undertaking  had  employed 
me  more  than  twelve  months,  and 
fo  weakened  me  that  I  appeared 
little  better. than  a  fkeleton.  Not- 
withftanding  the  greatnefs  of  my 
fpiritj  I  fhould  have  funken  into  de- 
fpondency,  at  feeing  an  end,  like  this, 
to  all  my  labours,  had  I  not  (till  che- 
tifhed  a   fecret   hope    of  efcaping, 

founded 
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founded  on  the  friends  I  had  gained 
among  the  officers. 

I  foon  felt  the  efFefts  of  the  lofs 
of  my  bed,  and  was  a  fecond  time 
attacked  by  a  violent  fever,  v/hich 
would  this  time,  certainly,  have  con- 
fumed  me,  had  not  the  officers,  un- 
known to  the  governor,  treated  me 
with  all  poffible  compaffion.  Bruck- 
haufen,  alone,  continued  my  enemy, 
and  the  flave  of  his  orders  :  on  his 
day  of  examination,  rules  and  com- 
mands, in  all  their  rigour,  were  ob- 
ferved,  nor  durll  I  free  myfelf  from 
my  irons,  till  I  had  for  fome  weeks 
remarked  thofe  parts  on  which  he 
invariably  fixed  his  attention.  I 
then  cut  through  the  link,  and 
clofed  up  the  vacancy  with  bread. 
My  hands  I  could  always  draw  out, 
efpecially,  after  illnefs  had  confumed 
the  flelh  off  my  bones.  Half  a  year 
had  elapfed,  before  I  had  recovered 

fuffi- 
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fufficientftrength  to  undertake,  anew, 
labours  like  the  paft. 

Neceflity,  at  length,  taught  me 
the  means  of  driving  Bruckhaufen 
from  my  dungeon,  and  of  inducing 
him  to  commit  his  office  to  another. 
I  learnt  his  olfa<5tory  nerves  were 
fomewhat  delicate,  and,  whenever  I 
heard  the  doors  unbar,  I  took  care 
to  make  a  ftir  in  my  night- table. 
This  made  him  give  back,  and  at 
length  he  would  come  no  farther 
than  the  door.  Such  are  the  hard 
expedients  of  a  poor,  unhappy,  pri- 
foner  ! 

One  day  he  came,  bloated  with 
pride,juft  after  a  courier  had  brought 
the  news  of  viftory,  and  fpoke  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  the  auguft  perfon 
of  the  Emprefs-Q^een,  with  fo 
much  virulence  that,  at  laft,  enraged 
almoft  to  madnefs,  I  fnatched  the 
fword  of  an  officer  from  its  Iheath, 

and 
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and  fliould  certainly  have  ended  him, 
had  he  not  made  a  hafty  retreat. 
From  that  day  forward  he  dürft  no 
more  come  without  guards  to  exa- 
mine the  dungeon.  Two  men  al- 
ways preceded  him,  with  their  bayo- 
nets fixed,  and  their  pieces  prefentcd, 
behind  whom  he  ftood  at  the  door. 
This  was  another  fortunate  incident, 
as  I  dreaded  only  his  examination. 

The  following  anecdote  will  afford 
a  fpecimen  of  this  man's  underftand- 
ing.  While  digging  in  the  earth,  I 
found  a  cannon  ball,  and  laid  it  in 
the  middle  of  my  prifon.  When 
he  came  to  examine — *^  What,  in 
**  the  name  of  God,  is  that  ?"  faid 
he.  "  It  is  a  part  of  the  ammu- 
"  nition,"  anfwered  I,  "  that  my 
"  Familiar  brings  me.  The  cannon 
"  will  be  here  anon,  and  you  will 
"  then  fee  fine  fport  !'*  He  was 
aftonifhed,  told  this  to  others,  nor 

could 
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could  conceive  fuch  a  ball  might 
by  any  natural  means  enter  my  pri- 
fon. 

I  wrote  a  fatire  on  him,  when  the 
late  Landgrave  of  HefTe-Caflel  was 
governor  of  Magdeburg,  and  1  had 
permilTion  to  write,  as  will  hereafter 
appear:  the  Landgrave  gave  it  to 
him,  to  read  himfelfi  and^fogrofswas 
his  conception,  that,  though  his  own 
phrafeology  was  introduced,  part  of 
his  hiftory,  and  his  character  painted, 
yet  did  he  not  perceive  the  jeft,  but 
laughed  heartily  with  the  hearers. 
The  Landgrave  was  highly  diverted, 
and,  after  I  obtained  my  freedom, 
reftored  me  the  manufcript,  written 
in  my  own  blood. 

About  the  time  that  my  lafl  at- 
tempt at  efcaping  failed.  General 
Krufemarckcametomyprifon,  whom 
I  had  formerly  lived  with  in  habits 
of  intimacy,  when  cornet  of  the  body- 
guard. 
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guard.  "Without  teftifying  friend- 
fhip,  efteem,  or  compaflion,  he  afked, 
among  other  things,  in  an  autho- 
ritative tone,  how  I  could  employ 
my  time  to  prevent  tedioufnefs.  I 
anfwered  in  as  haughty  a  mood  as 
he  interrogated;  for  never  could  mif- 
fortune  bend  my  mind.  I  told  him, 
"  I  always  could  find  fources  of  en- 
"  tertainment  in  my  own  thoughts, 
**  and  that,  as  for  my  dreams,  I  ima- 
"  gined  they  would,  at  leaft,  be  as 
"  peaceful  and  pleafant  as  thofe  of 
"  my  oppreflbrs," — "  Had  you,  in 
"  time,"  replied  he,  '*  curbed  this 
"  fervor  of  yours,  had  you  afked 
"  pardon  of  the  King,  perhaps  you 
**  would  have  been  in  very  difFerenc 
"  circumftances ;  but  he,  who  has 
"  committed  an  offence  in  which  he 
"  obftinately  perfifts,  endeavouring 
"  only  to  obtain  freedom  by  feduc- 
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"  ing  men  from  their  duty,  defcrves 
"  no  better  fate." 

Juftly  was  my  anger  roufed  !— 
"  Sir,"  anfwcred  I,  "  you  are  a  gene- 
"  ral  of  tht  King  of  PrufTia,  I  am  an 
**  Auftrian  captain. — My  royal  mif- 
"  trefs  will  prote(rt,  perhaps  deliver 
*'  me,  or  at  leaft  revenge  my  death. 
"  I  have  a  confcience  void  of  re- 
*'  proach.  You,  yourfel<^,  well  know 
"  I  have  not  deferved  thefe  chains. 
"  I  place  my  hope  in  time,  and  the 
"jultnefsof  iT.y  caufe,  calumniated 
"  and  condemned,  as  I  have  been, 
••*  without  legal  fentence  or  hearing. 
"  In  fuch  a  fituation  the  philofopher 
"  will  always  be  able  to  brave  and 
"  defpife  the  tyrant." 

He  depart^-d  with  threats,  and  his 
laft  words  were — "  The  bird  fhall 
"  foon  be  taught  to  fing  another 
**  tune." — The  effeds  of  this  cour- 
teous vilit  were  loon  felt.     An  order 

came 
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came  that  I  fliould  be  prevented 
deeping,  and  that  the  centineli 
fb€uld  call,  and  wake  rae,every  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  which  dreadful  or- 
der was  imnnediately  executed. 

This  was,  indeed,  a  punifhment 
intolerable  to  nature  !  Yet  did  cuf- 
tom,  at  length,  teach  me  to  anfwer 
in  my  fleejp.  Four  years  did  lihis 
unheard-of  cruelty  continue !  The 
noble  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel,  at 
length,  put  an  end  to  it,  a  year  be- 
fore 1  was  releafed  from  my  dungeon, 
and  once  again,  in  mercy,  fufFered 
me  to  fleep  in  peace. 

Under  this  new  affliflion  I  wrote 
an  Elegy,  which  may  be  found  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  my  works,  a 
few  lines  of  which  I  Ihall  cite. 

Wake  me,  ye  guards,  for  hark,  the  quarter  ftrikes ! 
Sport  with  my  voes,  laugh  loud  at  my  miferies  ! 
Hearken  if  you  hear  my  chafns  clank  !  Knock  !  Beat ! 
Of  an  inexorable  Tyraut  be  ye 

Th" 
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TK'  inexorable  inllruments  !    Wake  mf,  ye  flivc* ; 
\  e  Jo  but  as  you're  bade.     Soon  fliall  he  lie 
Slecplefs,  or,  dreaming,  the  fpcflrcs  of  confcicnce 
Behold  and  ftiriek,  who  me  deprive»  of  reit. 

Wake  me  !  Again  the  quarter  ftriltes  !  Call,  loud  ! 
Rip  up  all  my  bleeding  wounds,  and  fllrink  not! 
\et,  think,  'lis  I  tiiatanfwer,  God  that  hcvs  ! 
To  every  wretch  in  chains  fleep  is  permitted  : 
I.  I,  alone,  am  robb'd  of  this  laft  refuge 
Of  finking  nature  !   Hark  !  Again  they  thunder  ! 
Again  they  iterate  yells  ofTrenck  and  death  ! 

Peace  to  thy  anger,  peace  thou  fuffering  heart. 
Nor  indignant  beat,  adding  tenfold  pangs  to. pain. 

Ye  burthened  limbs  arlfe  from  momentary 
Slumbers!  Shake  your  chains  I   Murmur  not,  but  rife  ! 
And  ye  !   Watch-dogs  of  power  !    let  loyfe  your  rage  : 
Tear  not,  for  I   am  hclplefs,  unprdtedted. 
Aad,  yet,  not  fo — The  noble  mind,  within 
Itfelf,  refources  finds   innumerable, 
Thcu,  Oh  Cod,  thought'iV  go6d  me  t*  iraprifon  thus ; 
Thou,  Oh  God,  in  thy  good  time,  wilt  me  deliver. 

Wake  me  ihcn,  nor  fear!  My  im\  llumbers  not. 
And  who  can  fay  but  thofe  who  fetter  me 
May.  ere  to-morrow,  groan  themfdves,  in  fetters  ? 
Wake-me  !  For  lo!    ttieir  Hecp's  kf.  fwee't  than   mine. 
Can !. tall  !  From  oight  to  mom  .  from  twilight  to  da« a 
Jnceirant!  Yea,  in  God's  name.   Call!   Call!    Call! 
Amen  !  Amen  !  Thy  will,  Oh  God,  be  done  ! 
Yet  furely  thou  at  length  (lialt-hcar  my  fighs ! 
5balt  burft  my  prifon  doors  1  Sl)art(h«w  me  hn 
Crsaijion,!  Yea  the  very  heav'n  of' lieaVns 

•     Vol.  U.  ]i  ■       ^vrli 
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\Vith  whom  thcfe  orders  origi- 
nated, unexampled  in  the  hiftory 
even  of  tyranny,  I  fliall  not  venture 
to  fay.  The  major,  who  was  my 
friend,  advifed  me  to  perfifl:  in  not 
anfwering.  I  followed  his  advice, 
and  it  produced  this  good  effeft 
that  we  mutually  forced  each  other 
to  a  capitulation  :  they  rcftored  me 
my  bed,  and  I  was  obliged  to  reply. 

Immediately  after  this  regulation, 
the  fub-governor.  General  Borck,  my 
bitter  enemy,  became  infane,  was 
difpofleffed  of  his  poft,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Reichmann,  the  bene- 
volent friend  of  humanity,  was  made 
fub-governor. 

About  the  fame  time  the  court 
fled  from  Berlin,  and  the  Queen,  the 
Prince  of  Pruflia,  the  Princefs  Ame- 
lia, and  the  Margrave  Henry,  chofc 
Magdeburg  for  their  reüdence. 
Bruckhaufen  grew  more  polite,  pro- 
bably. 
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bably,  perceiving  I  was  not  wholly 
dcfertcd,  and  that  it  was  yet  pofTiblc 
I  might  obtain  my  freedom.  The 
cruel  are,  ufually,  cowards,  and  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppofe  Bruckhaufen  was 
aftuated  by  his  fears  to  treat  me 
with  greater  refpedb. 

The    worthy   new   governor  had 
not,   indeed,   the  power  to  lighten 
my  chains,   or  alter  the  general  re- 
gulations:    what  he  could  he  did. 
If  he  did  not  command,  he  connived 
at    the    doors     being,    occafionaJly, 
at  firfl,  and,   at  length,   daily,  kept 
open  fome  hours,  to  admit  day-light 
and   frefh    air.     After  a   time   they 
were  open  the  whole  day,   and   only 
clofed    by    the    officers    when    they 
returned  from  their  vifit  to  Walrabe. 
Having  light,   I  began  to  carve,' 
with  a  nail,    on  the  pewter  cup  in 
which  I  drank,  fatirical  verfes  and 
Vinous    figures,    and    attained    fo 
^  -  much 
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much   perfedion   that  my  cups,  at 
lad,     were   confidered    as    mafter- 
pieccs,  both  of  engraving  and  in- 
vention, and  were  fold  dear  as  rare 
curiofities.     My  firfl  attempts  were 
rude,  as  may  well  be  imagined.  My 
cup  was  carried  to  town,  and  fhown 
to  vifitorsby  the  governor,  who  fent 
me  another.     I  improved,  and  each 
of  the  infpeding  officers  wifhed  to 
poflcfs  one.     I  grew   more  expert, 
and  fpent  a  whole  year  in  this  em- 
ployment,  which  thus  pafTed  fwiftly 
away.     The  perfedlion   I   had   now 
acquired  obtained  me  the  permifTion 
of  candle-light,   and  this  continued 
till  I  was  reflored  to  freedom. 

The  King  gave  orders  thefe  cups 
fhould  all  be  infpeded  by  govern- 
ment, becaufe  I  wilhed,  by  my 
verfes  and  devices,  to  inform  the 
world  of  my  fate.  But  this  com- 
mand was  not  obeyed  j   the  officers 

made 


(  149  ) 
made  merchandize  of  my  cups,  and 
Told  tlicm,  at  lalt,  for  twelve  ducats 
each.  Their  value  incrcafed  (o 
much,  when  I  was  releafed  from 
prilon,  that  they  are  now  to  be 
found  in  various  mufeums  through- 
out Europe.  Twelve  years  ago  the 
late  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel  pre- 
fented  one  of  them  to  my  wifej  and 
another  came,  in  a  very  unaccounta- 
ble manner,  from  the  Queen  Dow- 
ager of  Pruflia,  to  Paris.  I  have 
given  prints  of  both  thefe,  with 
the  verfes  they  contained,  in  my 
works;  whence  it  may  be  {ten  how 
artificially  they  were  engraved. 

A  third  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Prince  Auguftus  Lobkowitz,  then  a 
prifoner  of  war  at  Magdeburg,  who, 
on  his  return  to  Vienna,  prefented 
it  to  the  Emperor,  who  placed  it  in 
his  mufeum.  Among  other  devices 
on  this  cup  was  a  landfcape,  repre- 
H  3  Tenting 


(     J50     ) 

Tenting  a  vineyard  and  hufbandmcnj 
and  under  it  the  following  words : 
By  my  labours  my  vineyard  flourißed^ 
and  I  hq^ed  to  have  gathered  the  fruit ; 
hut  Ahab  came,    Alas  !  for  Naboth. 

The  allufion  was  fo  pointed,  both 
to  the  wrongs  done  me  in  Vienna 
and  my  lufFerings  in  Pruflla,  that  it 
made  a  very  ftrong  impreflion  on 
the  Emprefs-Qi^ieen,  who»  immedi- 
ately, commanded  her  minifter  to 
make  every  exertion  for  my  deli- 
verance. She  would,  probably,  at 
laft,  have  even  reftored  me  to  my 
eftates,  had  not  the  pofleflbrs  of 
them  been  fo  powerful,  or,  had  flie 
herfelf  lived  one  year  longer.  To 
thefe  my  engraved  cups  was  I  in- 
debted for  being  once  more  re- 
membered at  Vienna.  On  the  fame 
cup,  alfo,  was  another  engraving  of 
a  bird  in  a  cage,  held  by  a  Turk, 
with  the  following  infcription:   I'he^ 
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bird  ßrigs  even  in  the  fiorm  ;  open  his 
cage,  break  his  fetters^  ye  friends  of 
virtucy  and  his  fongs  fhall  be  the  de- 
light of  your  abodes  ! 

Tlicre  is  another  remarkable  cir- 
cuiTiflance  actending  thcfe  cups.  All 
were  forbidden,  under  pain  of  death, 
to  hold  convcrfation  with  me,  or  to 
fupply  me  with  pen  and  ink ;  yet,  by 
this  open  permiflion  of  writing  what 
I  j>leafed  on  pewter,  was  I  enabled 
to  inform  the  world  of  all  I  wifhed, 
and  to  prove  a  man  of  merit  was 
opprefled.  The  difficulties  of  this 
engraving  will  be  conceived  when 
it  is  remembered  that  I  worked,  by 
candle-light,  on  Ihining  pewter,  at- 
tained the  art  ofgiving  light  and  fhade, 
and,  by  practice,  could  divide  a  cup, 
into  two  and  thirty  compartments, 
as  regularly  with  a  llroke  of  the  hand 
as  with  a  pair  of  compafTes.  The 
writing  was  fo  minute  that  it  could 
H  4  be 
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be  only  read  with  glafles.  I  could 
life  but  one  hand,  both  being  fepa- 
rated  by  the  bar,  and,  therefore,  held 
the  cup  between  my  knees.  My  fole 
inftrument  was  a  fharpened  nail,  yet 
did  I  write  two  lines  on  the  rim 
only. 

My  labour  became  fo  excefTive 
that  I  was  in  danger  of  diiiradion 
or  blindnefs.  Every  body  wifhed 
for  cups,  and  I  wiflied  to  oblige 
every  body,  fo  that  I  worked  eigh- 
teen hours  a  day.  The  refledion  of 
the  light  from  the  pewter  was  inju- 
rious to  my  eyes,  and  the  labour  of 
invention  for  appofite  fubjedls  and 
verfes  was  moft  fatiguing.  I  had 
learnt  only  architectural  drawing. 

Enough  of  thefe  cups,  which  pro- 
cured me  fo  much  honour,  fo  many 
advantages,  and  helped  to  (horten 
fo  many  mournful  hours.  My 
greatcft  incumbrance  was  the  huge 

iron 
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iron  collar,  with  its  enormous  ap- 
pendagc-^,  which,  when  fufFcred  to 
prcfs  the  arteries  in  the  back  of  my 
neck,  occafioncd  intolerable  head- 
achs.  I  fat  too  much,  and  a  third 
time  fell  fick.  A  Brunfwic  faufagc, 
fecrctly  given  me  by  a  friend,  occa- 
fioned  an  indigeflion,  which  endan- 
gered my  life;  a  putrid  fever  fol- 
lowed, and  my  body  was  reduced  to 
a  fkcleton.  Medicines,  however, 
were  conveyed  to  me  by  the  offi- 
cers, and,  now  and  then,  warm  food. 

After  my  recovery  1  again  thought 
it  necellary  to  endeavour  to  regain 
my  liberty.  I  had  but  forty  louis- 
d'ors  remaining,  and  thcfe  1  could 
not  get  i.ill  1  had  firft;  broken  up  the 
flooring. 

Lieutenant  Sonntag  was  confump- 
tive,  and  obtained. hi^  difcharge.  I 
fupplied  liim  with  money  to  defray 
the   expences   of  his  journey>  and 
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with  an  order  that  four  hundred 
florins  fliould  be  annually  paid  hinn, 
from  my  effeds,  till  his  death,  or 
my  releafe.  I  commiflioned  him  to 
feek  an  audience  from  the  Emprefs, 
endeavour  to  excite  her  compaffioa 
in  my  behalf,  and  to  remit  me  four 
thoufand  florins,  for  which  I  gave 
a  proper  acquittance,  by  the  way  of 
Hamburg.  The  money-draft  was 
addrefied  to  my  adminiftrators,coun- 
fellors  Kempf  and  Huttner. 

But  no  one,  alas,  in  Vienna  wifhed 
my  return  :  they  had  already  begun 
to  fiiare  my  property,  of  which  they 
never  rendered  me  an  account.  Poor 
Sonntag  was  arrefted  as  a  fpy, 
imprifoned,  ill  treated  for  fome 
weeks,  and,  at  laft,  when  naked  and 
deftitute,  received  a  hundred  florins, 
and  was  efcorted  beyond  the  Auftrian 
confines.  The  worthy  man  fell  a 
^ameful    facrifice   to   his    honefty, 

could 
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could  never  obtain  an  audience  of 
the  Emprefs,  and  returned,  poor 
and  miferable,  on  foot,  to  Btrr- 
Jin,  where  he  was  twelve  months 
fecrctly  maintained  by  his  brother, 
and  with  whom  he  died.  He  wrote 
an  account  of  all  this  to  the  good 
Knoblauch,  my  Hamburg  agent, 
and  I,  from  my  fmall  (lore,  fent  him 
a  hundred  ducats. 

How  much  muft  I  defpair  of  find- 
ing any  place  of  refuge  on  earth, 
hearing  accounts  like  thcfc  from 
Vienna ! 

A  friend,  whom  I  will  never  mime, 
by  the  aid  cf  one  of  the  lieutenants, 
fccrctly  vifited  me,  and  fupplied  me 
with  fix  hundred  ducats.  The  fame 
friend,  in  the  year  1763,  paid  four 
thoufand  florins  to  the  imperial 
envoy.  Baron  Riedt,  at  Berlin,  for 
the  furthering  of  my  freedom,  as  I 
H  6  Iball,. 
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fliall,   prefendy,    more   fully   fhew. 
'Ihus  I  had  once  more  money. 

About  this  time  the  French  army 
advanced  to  within  five  miles  of  Mag- 
deburg. This  important  fortrefs  was, 
at  that  time,  the  key  of  the  whole 
Pruflian  power.  It  required  a  gar- 
rifon  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and 
contained  not  more  than  fifteen 
hundred.  The  French  might  have 
marched  in  unoppofed,  and  at  once 
have  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The 
officers  brought  me  all  the  news, 
and  my  hopes  rofe  as  they  approach- 
ed.—-^ — What  was  my  aftonifhment 
when  the  major  informed  me  three 
waggons  had  entered  the  town  in 
the  night,  had  been  fent  back  loaded 
with  money,  and  that  the  French 
were  retreating  1  This,  1  can  aflure 
my  readers,  on  my  honour,  is  lite- 
rally truth,  to  the  eternal  difgrace 
of  the  French  general.     The  major, 

who 


C     M7     ) 

who  informed  me,  was  himfelf  an 
cyc-witncfs  of  the  fad.     Jt  was  pre- 
tended the  money  was  for  the  army  of 
the  King,  but  every  body  could  guefs 
whither  it  was  going;  it  Jeft  the  town 
without  a  convoy,  and  the  French 
were    then    in   the    neighbourhood. 
Such  were  the  allies  of  Maria  The- 
re fa  !    The  receivers  of  this  money- 
arc  known  in  Paris.     Not  only  were 
my  hopes  this  way  fruftrated,   but 
in  Rudia  likewife,  where  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Beftuchef,  and  the  chancellor, 
were  fallen  into  difgrace. 

Inow  imagined  another,  and  indeed 
a  fearful  and  dangerous,  proje<5t.  The 
garrifon  of  Magdeburg,  at  this  mo- 
ment, confifted  but  of  nine  hundred 
militia,  who  were  difcontented  men. 
Two  majors  and  two  lieutenants 
were  in  my  interefl.  The  guard  of 
the  Star-Fort  amounted  but  to  a 
hundred  and  fifteen  men.     Frontino- 

the 
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the  gate  of  this  fort  was  the  town- 
gate,  guarded  only  by  twelve  men 
and  an  inferior  officer;  befide  thefe 
lay  the  cafcmates,  in  which  were 
feven  thoufand  Croat  prifoners.  Ba- 
ron K — y,  a  captain,  and  prifonerof 
war,  alfo  was  in  our  intereft,  and  would 
hold  his  comrades  ready,  at  a  certain 
place  and  time,  to  fupport  my  un- 
dertaking. Another  friend  was,  un- 
der fome  pretence,  to  hold  his  com- 
pany ready,  with  their  mufkets  loaded , 
and  the  plan  was  fuch  that  I  (hould 
have  had  four  hundred  men  in  arms, 
to  carry  it  into  execution. 

The  officer  was  to  have  placed  the 
two  men  we  moft  fufpefted,  and 
feared,  as  centinelsovermei  he  was  to 
command  them  to  take  away  my  bed, 
and,  when  encumbered,  I  was  to  fpring 
out,andlhutthem  in  theprifon. Cloth- 
ing and  arms  were  to  have  been  pro- 
cured, and  brought  me  into  my  pri- 

foni 
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Ton  ;  the  town-gate  was  to  have  been 
furprifed ;  I  was  to  have  run  to  the 
cafemate,  and  called  to  the  Croats, 
"  Trenck  !  To  arms  !'*  My  friends, 
at  the  fame  inftant,  were  to  break 
forth,  and  the  plan  was  fo  well  con- 
certed that  it  could  not  have  failed. 
Magdeburg,  the  magazine  of  the 
army,  the  royal  treafury,  arfenal,  all 
would  have  been  mine;  and  fixteen 
thoufand  men,  who  were  then  pri- 
fonersofwar,  would  have  enabled 
me  to  keep  poflefTion. 

The  moft  cflential  fecrer,  by  which 
all  this  was  to  have  been  effeded,  I 
dare  not  reveal  j  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
every  thing  was  provided  for,  every 
thing  fecure;  I  Ihall  only  add 
that  the  garrifon,  in  the  harveft 
months,  was  exceedingly  weakened, 
becaufe  the  farmers  paid  the  cap- 
tains a  florin  per  man  each  day,  and 
the  men,  for  their  labour,  likcwife, 

to 
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to  obtain  hands.    The  fub-govcrnor 
connived  at  the  pracflice. 

One  Lieutenant  G procured  a 

furlough,  to  vifit  his  friends  j  bur, 
fupplied  by  me  with  money,  he 
went  to  Vienna.  I  furnifhed  him 
with  a  letter,  addreffcd  to  Counfel- 
lors  Kempf  and  Huttner,  including 
a  draft  for  two  thoufand  ducats; 
wherein  I  faid  that,  by  thefe  means, 
I  fhould  not  only  foon  be  at  liberty 
but  in  poflefTion  of  the  fortrefs  of 
Mao-deburg  j  and  that  the  bearer  was 
intrufted  with  the  reft. 

The  lieutenant  came  fafe  to  Vi- 
enna, underwent  a  thoufand  interro- 
gatories, and  his  name  was  repeat- 
edly an<:cd.  This,  fortunately,  he 
concealed.  They  advifed  him  not 
to  be  concerned  in  fo  dangerous  an 
undertaking;  told  him  I  had  not  fo 
much  money  due  to  me,  and  gave 
him,  inftead  of  two  thoufand  ducats, 

one 
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one  thoiifand  florins.  With  thefc 
he  left  Vienna,  but  with  very  prudent 
fufpicions,  which  prevented  him  ever 
more  returning  to  Magdeburg.  A 
month  had  fcarccly  pafl^ed  before 
the  late  Landgrave  of  Hefl^e-CafTel, 
then  chief  governor,  entered  my  pri- 
fon,  fhewed  me  my  letter,  and  de- 
manded to  know  who  had  carried  the 
letter,  and  who  were  to  free  me,  and 
betray  Magdeburg.  Whether  the 
letter  was  fent  immediately  to  the 
king,  or  the  governor,  I  know  not  j  it 
is  fufficient  that  I  was  once  more 
betrayed  at  Vienna.  The  truth, 
was,  the  adminiftrators  of  my  efFeda 
had  a£led  as  if  I  were  deceafcd,  and 
chofe  not  to  refund  two  thoufand 
ducats.  They  wifhed  not  I  Ihould 
obtain  my  freedom,  in  a  manner  that 
would  have  obliged  the  government 
to  reward  me,  and  reftore  the  effects 
they  had  embezzled,  and  the  eftates 

they 


(     >6»    ) 

they  bad  fei  zed.  What  happened 
afterward  in  Vienna,  which  will  be 
related  in  its  place,  will  inconteftably 
prove  this  furmife  to  be  well 
founded. 

Thefe  bad  men  did  not,  it  is  true, 
die  in  the  manner  they  ought,  but 
they  all  are  dead,  and  I  am  ftill  liv- 
ing, and  like  an  honeft,  though  poor, 
man  >  fo  did  not  they  die.  Be  this 
read,  and  remembered,  by  their  lux- 
urious heirs,  who  refufe  to  reftorc 
nvy  children  to  their  rights« 

My  confternation  on  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Landgrave,  with  my  let- 
ter in  his  hand,  may  welJ  be  fup- 
pofedc*.  I  had  the  prefence  of  mind^ 
however,  to  deny  my  hand-writing, 
and  afFedt  aftonifhment  at  fo  crafty 
a  tricfc.  The  Landgrave  endea- 
voured to  convid  me,  told  me  what 
Lieutenant  Kemnitz  had  repeated  at 
Vienna,   concerning  my    poflefling 

myfelf 
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myfcjr  of  Magdeburg,  and  thereby 
^cwed  mc  how  fully  I    had  been 
betrayed.     But,  as  no   fuch    perfon 
cxifted  as  Lieutenant  Kemnitz,  and 
as  my  friend  had  fortunately  con- 
cealed  his   name,   the  myflery   re- 
mained impenetrable,  efpecially,  as 
no  one  could  conceive  how  a  pri- 
foner,  in  my  fituation,  could  fcduce, 
or  fubdue,  the  whole  garrifon.     The- 
worthy  prince  left  my  prifon,  appa- 
rently  fatisfied    with    my   defence; 
his  heart  felt  not  fatisfadion  in  the 
misfortunes  of  others. 

The  next  day,  4  formal  exami- 
nation was  taken,  at  which  the  fub- 
governor  Reichmann  prefided.  I  was 
accufed  as  a  traitor  to  my  country^ 
but  I  obflinately  denied  my  hand- 
writing. Proofs,  or  witneflcs,  there 
were  none,  and,  in  anfwcr  to  the  prin- 
cipal charge,  I  faid,  «  I  was  no  cri- 
"  minal,    but   a  man   calumniated, 

"  illc- 
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"  illegally  imprifoned,  and  loaded 
"  with  irons  j  that  the  King,  in  the 
"  year  1746,  had  cafhiered  me,  and 
"  confifcated  my  parental  inheri- 
"  tance  j  that,  therefore,  the  laws  of 
**  nature  enforced  me  to  feek  ho- 
"  nour,  and  bread,  in  a  foreign  fer- 
"  vice  i  and  that,  finding  thefe  in 
"  Auftria,  I  was  become  an  officer, 
"  and  a  faithful  fubjed  of  the  Em- 
"  prefs  Queen;  that  I  had  been,  a  fe- 
"  cond  time,  unofFendingly  impri- 
"  foned  ;  that  here  I  was  treated  as 
"  the  worft  of  malefadors,  and  that 
"  my  only  refource  was  to  feek  my 
"  liberty,  by  fuch  means  as  I  could  : 
"  were  I,  therefore,  in  this  attempt,  to 
"  deftroy  the  very  town  of  Magde- 
"  burg,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of  a 
<*  thoufand  lives,  I  (hould  flill  be 
"  guiltkfs.  Had  I  been  heard,  and 
*'  legally  fentenccd,  previous  to  my 
"  imprifonment  at  Glatz,  I  fhould 

"  have 
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"  have  been,  and  have  continued,  a 
*'  criminal ;  but  not  having  been 
**  guilty  of  any  fmall,  much  lefs  of 
"  any  great,  crime,  equal  to  my 
"  punifhment,  if  fuch  crime  could 
"  be,  1  was,  therefore,  not  account- 
*'  able  for  confequences  :  lowed  nei- 
*'  ther  fidelity,  nor  duty,  to  the  King 
*'  of  Pruflia  i  for,  by  the  word  of 
"  his  power,  he  had  deprived  me 
"  of  bread,  honour,  country,  and 
"  freedom." 

Here  the  examination  ended, 
without  farther  difcovery  -,  the  offi- 
cers, however,  falling  under  fufpi- 
cion,  were  all  removed,  and  thus  I 
loft  my  beft  friends  ;  yet  it  was  not 
long  before  I  had  gained  two 
others,  which  was  no  difficult  matter, 
as  I  knew  the  national  charader,  and 
that  none  but  poor  men  were  made 
militia  officers.  Thus  was  the  go- 
vernor's   precaution    fruitlefs,     and 

every 
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every  body  fecretly  wifhed  I  might 
obtain  my  freedom. 

I  fhall  never  forget  the  noble 
manner  in  which  I  was  treated  on 
this  occafion  by  the  Landgrave. 
This  I  perfonally  acknowledged, 
fome  years  afterward,  in  the  city  of 
Caflel,  when  I  heard  many  things 
which  confirmed  all  my  furmifes 
concerning  Vienna.  The  Landgrave 
received  me  with  all  grace,  favour, 
and  diftinflion.  I  revere  his  me- 
mory, and  feek  to  honour  his  name. 
He  was  the  friend  of  misfortune. 
When  I,  not  long  afterward,  fell  ill, 
he  fent  me  his  own  phyfician,  and 
meat  ^rom  his  table,  nor  would  he 
fufFer  me,  during  two  months,  to  be 
waked  by  the  centinels.  He,  like- 
wife,  removed  the  dreadful  colkr 
from  my  neck;  for  which  he  was 
feverely  reprimanded  by  the  King, 
as  he  himfelf  has  fince  afliired  me. 
6  I  mioht 
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I  might  fill  a  volume  with  inci- 
dents attending  two  other  efforts 
to  cfcape,  but  I  will  not  weary  the 
reader's  patience  with  too  much 
repetition.  I  Ihall  merely  give  an 
abftra(5l  of  both. 

When  I  had  once  more  gained 
the  officers,  I  made  a  new  attempt 
at  mining  my  way  out.  Not  want' 
ing  for  implements,  my  chains  and 
the  flooring  were  foon  cut  through, 
and  all  was  fo  carefully  replaced  I 
was  under  no  fear  of  examination. 
I  here  found  my  concealed  money, 
pidols,  and  other  neceflaries,  but, 
till  I  had  rid  myfelf  of  fome  hun- 
dred weight  of  fand,  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  proceed.  For  this  purpofe  I 
made  two  different  openings  ii\  the 
floor :  out  of  the  real  hole  I  threw 
a  great  quantity  of  fand  into  my 
prifon  J  after  which  I  clofed  it  with 
all   pofTible   care.     I   then   worked 

at 
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at  the  fecond  with  fo  much  noifc 
that  I  was  certain  they  mufl  hear 
me  without.  About  midnight  the 
doors  began  to  thunder,  and  in  they 
came,  detecfting  me,  as  I  intended 
they  fliould.  None  of  them  could 
conceive  why  I  fliould  wifli  to  break 
out  under  the  door,  where  there 
was  a  triple  guard  to  pafs.  The 
centinels  remained,  and,  in  the 
morning,  prifoners  were  fent  to 
wheel  away  the  fand.  The  hole 
was  walled  up  and  boarded,  and 
my  fetters  were  renewed.  They 
laughed  at  the  ridiculoufnefs  of  my 
undertaking,  but  punifhed  me  by 
depriving  me  of  my  light  and  bed, 
which,  however,  in  a  fortnight,  were 
both  reftored.  Of  the  other  hole,  out 
of  which  mofl:  of  the  earth  had  been 
thrown,  no  one  was  aware.  The 
major  and  lieutenant  were  too  much 
my  friends  to  remark  that  they  had 
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removed  thrice  the  quantity  of  fand 
the  falfc  opening  could  contain. 
They  fuppofcd,  this  Grange  attempt 
leaving  failed,  it  would  be  my  Jaflr, 
and  Bruckhaufen  grew  negligent. 

The  governor  and  fub-governor 
both  vifited  me,  after  fome  weeks; 
but,  far  from  the  brutality  of  Borck,' 
the  Landgrave  fpoke  to  me  with  great 
mildftefs,  promifcd  me  his  interrftto 
regain  my  freedom,  when  the  peace 
iliould  be  concluded}  told  me  I  had 
more  friends  than  I  might  fuppofcr, 
and  afTured  me  I  had  not  been  quite 
forgotten  by  the  court   of  Vienna. 
The  manner  in  which  I  anfwered  him 
moved  him  to  the  foul     in  vain  he 
endeavoured  to  hide  his  tears,  while 
I,    in   a  moment   of  exquifite  fen- 
fibility,    fell  at  his    feet,   rofe,    and 
pleaded  like  Cicero,  happy  to  have 
met  with  a  prince,  who  thought,  and 
felt,  like  a  man. 

Vol.  II.  J  pj^ 
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He  promifed  me  every  alleviation, 
and  I  gave  him  my  word  of  honour 
I  Would  never  more  attempt  to  ef- 
cape,  while  he  remained  governor. 
The  manner  in  which  I  fpoke   en- 
forced convidtion^  and  it  was  then 
that  he  ordered   my  neck-collar  to 
be  taken  off,  my  window  to  be  un- 
clofed,  my   doors  every  day   to  be 
left  two  hours  open,    a  ftove,  which 
I  might  light  myfelf,   to  be  put  in 
my  dungeon,   finer    linen    for    my 
fhirts,  and  paper  to  amufe  myfelf, 
by  writing  down  my  thoughts.     The 
'  Iheets  of  paper  were  to  be  numbered, 
when  given,  and  when  returned,  by 
the  town-major,   that  I    might  not 
abufe  this  liberty. 

Ink  was  not  allowed  n'le,  I,  there- 
fore, pricked  my  finger,  fuffered  the 
blood  to  trickle  into  a  pot,  and, 
when    coagulated,   warmed  it  again 

in   my    hand,    throwing  away   the 
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ftbrous  parts,  that  would  not  liquefy; 
by  this  means,  I  procured  a  fucceda- 
neum  for  ink,  both  to  write  and  draw. 
I  now  bufied  myfclf  with  engrav- 
ing my  cups,   and  verfifying.  I  had 
free    opportunity    to   difplay    fiich 
abilities    as    I    poflTeficd,    to   excite 
efteem,     and     awaken     compaflion. 
My  emulation  was  incrcafed,  by  the 
knowledge  that  my  produftions  were 
fcen,  and   read,   at  courts,  and  that 
the  Princefs  Amelia,  and  the  Queen 
herftrlf,   tefl-ified     their     fatisfaftion. 
I  had  foon  fubjecls  fent  me  ;  and  the 
wretch  whom  the  King  intended  to 
immure,  and  bury  alive,  whofe  name 
no  man  was  to  mention,  never  lived 
to   better  purpofe,    nor    was   more 
famous,  than  while  he    vented  hi« 
groans  in  this  dungeon.     My  writ- 
ings produced   their   efFed,  and,  in 
reality,  regained  my  freedom.     To 
my  cultivation  of  the  fciences,  and 
I  2  prefence 
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prefence  of  mind  in  danger,  am  1  in- 
debted for  all :  thefe  could  not  all  the 
power  of  Frederic  deprive  me  ofi  by 
thefe  I  obtained  that  which  he,  in  his 
wrath,  and  the  might  of  his  defpotifm, 
had  intended  to  take  from  me  eter- 
nally !  Yes!  this  liberty  I  procured, 
though  he  had  continually  anfwered 
all  petitions  in  my  behalf — *'  He  is 
"  a  dangerous  man ;  and,  fo  long  as  I 
"  have  life,  he  Ihall  never  fee  the 
"  light!"  Yet  have  I  feen  it,  as  broadly 
as  himfelf,  during  his  life :  after  his 
death,  I  have  feen  it  without  reveng- 
ing myfelf,  otherwife  than  by  prov- 
ing my  innocence,  and  virtue,  to  a 
monarch,  who  opprefled  becaufe  he 
knew  me  not,  becaufe  he  would  not 
recal  the  hally  fentence  of  anger, 
or  own  it  was  poßble  he  might  be 
miftaken.  No !  In  my  writings  I 
have  fought  only  to  appeafe  him,  to 
juftifyj  and  prove,   the  greatnefs  of 

his 
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ills  foul !    He  died  convinced  of  my 
integrity,  yet,  without  afFürding  me 
retribution  !   Perhaps,  he  recolieacd 
my  fufFerings,  and  knew  retribution 
was  impoffible.     Enough  !    If  fo  it 
can  be,  peace  be  to  his  alhes !   Man 
is  formed   by  misfortune  j  virtue  is 
active  in    adverfuy.      Perhaps,  had 
1  lived  in  uninterrupted  happinefs, 
pofterity   would    have    heird    iirtl« 
of  my  name.     It  is  indifferent  to  me, 
that  the  companions  of  my  youth 
have  their  ears  gratified,  delighted, 
with  the  titles  of  General !    Field- 
MarOial!    I    have   learned    to    liv« 
without    fuch     additions.        I     am 
known  in  my  works.     Hence,  has 
it  often  been  afKcd,  why  is  not  he, 
alfo,  a  minifter,  or  a  General.  Blefled 
Conten: !    Thee  have  I  learned  to 
tafte,  unalloyed  by  pride  !    Repofe, 
thrice   blelTed !   Thee  do  I  enjov,  in 
the  haven  of  the  wife,  after  ftorms 
I  3  and 


(     174    ) 

and  horrors  paft  !— May  my  hiftory, 
my  example,  confole  the  affliäred, 
ßrike  terror  to  the  guilty,  bridle 
youth's  impetuofity,  and  infpire  the 
fuffering  with  fortitude  I 

I  return  to  my  dungeon.  Here, 
after  my  laft  conference  with  the 
Landgrave,  I  waited  my  coming  fate, 
with  a  mind  more  at  eafe  than  that 
of  many  a  prince  in  his  palace.  My 
dawn  of  hope,  daily,  grew  more 
bright.  The  newfpapers,  they 
brought  me,  foretold  approaching 
peace,  on  which  all  my  dependance 
was  placed,  and  I  paflTed  eighteen 
months  calmly,  and  without  further 
attempt. 

The  father  of  the  Landgrave  died  i 
he  had,  till  then,  been  only  heredi- 
tary prince  j  and  Magdeburg  novf 
loft  its  noble  governor.  The  wor- 
thy Reichmann,  however,  teftified 
for  me  all  compaffion  and  efteem ;  I 

had 
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had  books,  my  time  was  employed, 
and,  therefore,  dole,  iinperceivcd, 
away.  Imp;  Ifünmear,  and  chains,  to 
me,  were  become  habitual,  and  free- 
dom, in  all  her  lovely  forms,  fleep- 
ing,  and  awake,  in  hope  approached. 
About  this  time,  I  wrote  the  po- 
ems, found  in  my  works,  called, 
the  Macedonian  Heroj  The  Dream 
Realized  j  and  the  Fables  contained 
in  the  firft  volume,  mod  of  which 
have  reference  to  myfelf.  The  moft", 
and  the  beft,  of  my  poems,  are  now 
loft  to  me.  The  mind's  fenfibility, 
when  the  body  is  imprifoned,  is 
ftrongly  rouzed,  nor  can  all  the  aids- 
of  the  library  equal  this  advantage. 
Perhaps,  I  may  recover  fome  of 
them  in  Berlin  :  if  fo,  the  world 
may  learn  what  my  thoughts  then 
were.  When  I  was  fee  at  liberty, 
I  had  none  but  fuch  as  I  remembered, 
and  thefe  I  committed  to  writing. 
1  4  On 
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On  my  firft  perfonal  vifit  to  th« 
Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel,  I  re- 
ceived a  volume  of  thenn,  written  i» 
my  own  blood  j  but  there  were  cer- 
tainly eight  of  thefe,  which  I  fhall 
fcarcely  ever  regain. 

The  death  of  Elizabeth,  the  de- 
pofing  of  Peter  III.  and  the  acceflion 
of  Catherine  II.  produced  peace. 
On  the  receipt'  of  this  intelligence, 
I  endeavoured  to  provide  for  all 
poflible  contingencies.  The  worthy 
Captain  K —  had  opened  me  a  cor- 
rcfpondence  with  Vienna ;  I  was 
allured  of  fupport  j  but  was,  like- 
wife,  afTured  the  adminiftrators,  and 
thofe  who  poficfild  my  eftates, 
would  throw  every  poffible  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  freedom.  I 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  another 
ofEcer  to  aid  my  efcape,  but  in  vainr 
no  fecond  Schell  was  to  be  found. 

The 
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The  will   confcnted,   but  the   heart 
recoiled. 

I,  therefore,  opened  my  old  hole, 
and  my  friends  afllfted  me,  all  in 
their  power,  further  to  difcmbarrafs 
myfclf  of  fand.  My  money  melted 
away,  but  they  provided  me  with 
tools,  gunpowder,  and  a  good  fword. 
I  had  remained  fo  long  quiet  that 
my  flooring  was  no  more  examined. 

My  intent  was  to  wait  the  peace, 
and,  Ihould  I  ftill  continue  in  chains, 
then  would  I  have  my  fubterraneaii 
pafTage  to  the  rampart  ready  for 
efcape.  For  my  further  iccurity, 
an  old  lieutenant  had,  with  my  mo- 
ney, purchafcd  a  houfe  in  the  fub- 
urbs,  where  I  might  lie  concealed. 
Gummern,  in  Saxony,  is  two  miles 
from  Magdeburg:  here  a  friend, 
with  two  good  horfes,  was  to  wait 
a  whole  year,  to  ride  on  the  glacis 
of  Kloflerbergen,   on   the  firlT,  and 
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fifteenth,  of  each  month,  and,  at  a 
given  fignal,  to  haften  to  nny  aflift- 
ance. 

My  paflage  was  to  be  ready  in 
cafe  of  ennergency  j  I,  therefore,  re- 
moved the  upper  planking,  broke 
tip  the  two  under-beds,  cut  the 
boards  into  chips,  and  burnt  them 
in  my  ftove.  By  this  I  obtained 
fo  much  additional  room  as  to  pro- 
ceed half  way  vtith  my  mine.  Li- 
nen again  was  brought  me,  fand- 
bags  made,  and  thus  I  fuccefsfully 
proceeded  to  all  but  the  laft  opera- 
tion. Every  thing  was  afterward  fo 
well  clofed,  and  concealed,  that  I 
had  nothing  to  fear,  from  the  nar- 
roweft.  infpediion,  fufficient  of  the 
under  flooring  being  left  to  fupport 
the  upper,  and  it  appeared  doubly 
nailed,  as  before,  to  avoid  fufpicion, 
efpecially  as  the  new  come  garrifon 

could 
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could    not  know  what  was  the  ori- 
ginal length  of  the  planks. 

This  fevere  labour  reduced  iTic 
again  to  a  very  feeble  Hate  of  body  ; 
and,  by  the  return  of  the  regulars,  1, 
in  a  moment,  was  deprived  of  all  my 
friends. 

I  muft,  in  this  place,  relate  a 
dreadful  accident,  which  I  cannot, 
even  now,  remember,  without  fhud- 
dering,  and  the  terror  of  which  has 
often  haunted   my  very  dreams. 

While  mining  under  the  foundation 
of  the  rampart,  juft  as  I  was  going 
to  carry  out  the  fand-bag,  I  ftruck 
my  foot  againft  a  ftone  in  the  wall 
above,  which  fell  down  and  clofcd 
up  the  paflage. 

What  was  my  horror,  to  find  my- 
felf  thus  buried  alive!  After  a  fhorc 
time  for  refie(!:tion,  I  began  towork 
the  fand  away  from  the  fide,  that  I 
might  obtain  room  to  turn  round, 
16  By 
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By  good  fortune,  there  were  fomc 
feet  of  empty  fpace,  into  which 
I  threw  the  fand  as  I  worked  it  away ; 
but  the  fmaJl  quantity  of  air  foon 
made  it  fo  foul  that  I,  a  thoufand 
tinries,  wifhcd  myfelf  dead,  and  made 
feveral  attempts  to  ftrangle  myfelf. 
Further  labour  began  to  feem  im- 
poffible.  Thirft  almoft  deprived 
mc  of  my  fenfes,  but,  as  often  as  I 
put  my  mouth  to  the  fand,  I  inhaled 
frelh  air.  My  fufferings  were  incre- 
dible, and,  I  imagine,  I  pafled  full 
eight  hours  in  this  diftradlion  of  hor- 
ror. Of  all  dreadful  deaths,  furely, 
fuch  a  death  as  this  is  the  moft 
dreadful.  My  fpirits  fainted  j  again 
I  fomewhat  recovered,  again  I  be- 
oan  to  labour,  but  the  earth  was  as 
high  as  my  chin,  and  I  had  no  more 
fpace,  into  which  I  might  throw 
the  fand,  that  I  might  turn  round. 
I  made  a  more  d(  fperatc  effort,  drew 

my 


(     i8i     ) 

my  body  into  a  ball,  and  turned 
round;  I  now  faced  the  (lone,  which 
was  as  wide  as  the  whole  paffage, 
but,  there  being  an  opening  at  the 
top,  I  refpired  freflier  air.  My 
next  labour  was  to  root  away  the 
fand  under  the  ftone,  and  let  it  fink, 
fo  that  I  might  creep  over,  and,  bj 
this  means,  at  length,  I  once  more 
happily  arrived  in  my  dungeon  ! 

The  morning  was  advanced  j  I  fat 
myfelf  down  fo  exhaufted  that  I 
fuppofed  it  wasimpoffible  I  had  time, 
or  ftrength,  to  cover  up  and  conceal 
my  hole.  After  half  an  hour's  reft, 
however,  my  fortitude  returned: 
again  I  went  to  work,  and,  fcarcely 
had  I  ended,  before  the  refounding 
locks  and  bolts  told  the  approach 
of  my  vifitors. 

They  found  me  pale  as  death: 
I  complained  of  the  head-ach,  aad 
continued  fome  days  fo  much  affeft- 

ed. 
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ed,  by  the  fatigue  I  had  fuftaincd, 
that  I  began  to  imagine  my  lungs 
were  impaired.  After  a  time,  health 
and  ftrength  returned,  but,  perhaps, 
of  all  my  nights  of  horror,  this  wat 
the  moft  horrible.  I  long  repeat- 
edly dreamed  I  was  buried  alive  in 
the  center  of  the  earth  -,  and  now, 
though  three  and  twenty  years  arc 
clapfed,  my  lleep  is  ftill  haunted  by 
this  vifion. 

After  this  accident,  whenever  I 
worked  in  my  cavity,  I  hung  a  knife 
round  my  neck,  that,  in  cafe  I  fhould 
be  again  fo  inclofed,  I  might  (horten 
my  miferies.  Over  the  ftone  that 
had  fallen  were  feveral  others  that 
hung  tottering,  under  which  I  was,, 
feveral  hundred  times,  obliged  to 
creep.  Nothing  could  deter  me 
from  endeavouring  to  obtain  my 
liberty  1 

When 
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When  my  paflage  was  ready,  Co 
that  I  could  break  out  when  I  pleaf- 
cd,  I  wrote  various  letters  to  my 
friends  at  Vienna,  and  alfo  an  im- 
paflloned  memorial  to  my  fovcreign. 
When  the  militia  left  Magdeburg, 
«nd  the  regulars  returned,  I  took  an 
affeding  leave  of  my  friends,  who 
had  behaved  to  me  with  fo  much 
humanity,  and  fo  benevolently  fup- 
plied  my  wants.  —  Several  weeks 
elapfed  before  they  departed,  and  I 
learnt  that  General  Riedt  was  ap- 
pointed ambaflador  from  Vienna  to 
Berlin. 

I  had  fcen  the  world  ;  I  knew  this 
general  was  not  averfe  to  a  bribe;  I 
wrote  him  a  moving  letter,  con- 
juring him  not  to  abandon  me,  and 
to  aft  with  perhaps  more  ardour  in 
my  behalf  than  his  inftruftions  might 
imply.  I  inclofed  a  draft,  for  fix. 
thoufand  florins,  on  my  effefls   at 

Vienna, 
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Vienna,  and  he  received  four  thou- 
fand  more  from  one  of  my  relations. 
I  have  to  thank  thefe  ten  thoufand 
florins  for  my  freedom,  which  I  ob- 
tained nine  months  after.  My  vouch- 
ers Ihew  the  fix  thoufand  florins  were 
paid  in  April  'lyöj,  to  the  order 
of  General  Riedt.  The  other  four 
thoufand  I  thankfully  repaid,  when 
at  liberty,  to  my  friend. 

I  received  intelligence,  before  the 
garrifon  departed,  that  no  ftipulation 
had  been  made,  on  my  behalf,  at  the 
peace  of  Hubertfberg.*  The  Vi- 
enna plenipotentiaries,  after,  and  no-t 
before,  the  articles  were  figned,  men- 

*  The  releafe  of  Trenck  was  fo  feebly  men- 
tioned, by  the  Auftrian  plenipotentiary,  that 
Herczberg,  the  Priiffian  minifter,  took  not  tlic 
leaft  r\otice  of  the  affair.         T. 

See  i^ifcj&er  CcfcJ)ügtc  f  rietr*  SJ* 
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tioned  my  name  to  Hertzberg,  but 
with  little  earneftncfs  of  folicita- 
tion.  From  Berlin,  indeed,  I  re- 
ceived private  aflurances  of  every 
effort  being  made  to  move  Frederic, 
a  promife  on  which  I  could  much 
better  rely  than  on  my  proteftors  at 
Vienna,  who  fo  many  years  had  left 
mc  in  misfortune.  I,  therefore,  de- 
termined to  wait  three  months  longer, 
and,  fhould  I  ftill  find  myfelf  neslecl- 
cd,  to  owe  my  efcape  to  myfelf. 

On  the  change  of  the  garrifon,  the 
officers,  being  all  of  the  nobility, 
were  much  more  difficult  to  gain 
than  the  former.  The  majors  lite- 
rally obeyed  their  orders  ;  their  help 
was  unneceffary  i  but  ftill  I  fighed  for 
my  old  friends.  I  had  only  ammu- 
nition bread  again  for  food,  as  no 
one  fupplied  me  widi  the  kaft  com- 
fortable addition. 

My 
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My  time  hung  very  heavy;  every 
thing  was  carefully  examined  on  the 
change    of    the    garrifon.     A   ftill 
ftrider  fcrutiny  might  occur,  and  all 
my   proje(5ls    be   difcovered.     This 
had  nearly  been  effefted  by  accident, 
as  I  fhall  here  relate.  I  had,  two  years 
before,  fo  tamed  a  moufe  that  it  would 
play  round  me,    and  eat   from  my 
mouth:   in  this  fmall  animal  I  dif- 
covered proofs  of  intelligence  too 
great  to  eafily  gain  belief:  were  I  to 
write  them,  priefts  would  rail,  monks 
grumble,   and  fuch  philofophers  as 
fuppofe  man  alone  endowed  with  the 
power  of  thought,  allowing  nothing, 
but  what  they  call  inftind,  to  ani- 
mals, would  proclaim  me  a  fabulous 
writer,  and  my  opinions   heterodox 
to  what  they  fuppofe  found  philofo- 
phy.    Should  I  live,  perhaps,  I  may 
hereafter   publifli   an   effay  on  this 
fubjeft,  in  which,  this  my  moufe, 

and 
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and  a  fpider,  will  appear  as  remark- 
able charadlers. 

This  intelligent  moufe  had  nearly 
been  my  ruin.  1  had  diverted  my- 
fclf  with  it  during  the  night  j  it  had 
been  nibbling  at  my  door,  and  ca- 
pering on  a  trencher.  The  centinels 
happened  to  hear  our  amufement, 
called  the  officers ;  they  heard  alfo, 
and  added  all  was  not  right  in  my 
dungeon.  At  day-break,  my  doors 
refoundedj  the  town-major,  afmith, 
and  mafon  entered:  ftrifl  fearch  was 
begun;  flooring,  walls,  chains,  and 
my  own  perfon,  were  all  fcrutinized, 
but  in  vain.  They  afl^ed  what  was 
the  noife  they  had  heard :  I  men- 
tioned the  moufe,  whiftled,  and  it 
came  and  jumped  upon  my  Ihoulder. 
Orders  were  given  I  fhould  be  de- 
prived of  its  fociety;  I  earheftly  in- 
treated  they  would  at  leaft  fpare  its 
life.    The  officer  on  guard  gave  mc 

his 


(     IS»     ) 

his  word  of  honour,  he  would  pre* 
fent  it  to  a  lady,  who  would  treat  it 
with  the  utmoft  tendcrnefs. 

He  took  it  away,  turned  it  loofe  in 
the  guard-rooin,  but  it  was  tame  to 
me  alone,  and  fought  a  hiding  place. 
It  had  fled  to  nny  prifon  door,  and, 
at  the  hour  of  vifitation,  ran  into 
my  dungeon,  immediately  teftifying 
its  joy  by  its  antic  leaping  between 
my  legs.  It  is  worthy  remark  that 
it  had  been  taken  away  blindfold, 
that  is  to  fay,  wrapped  in  a  hand- 
kerchief. The  guard-room  was  a 
hundred  paces  from  my  dungeon. 
How  then  did  it  find  its  mafier  ? 
Did  it  know,  or  did  it  wait  for,  the 
hour  of  vifitation  ?  Had  it  remarked 
the  doors  were  daily  opened  ? 

All  were  defirous  of  obtaining 
this  moufe,  but  the  major  carried 
it  oflT  for  his  lady;  llie  put.it  into  a 
cage,    where   it  pined,  refufed   all 

fufte- 
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ruften ance,  and,  in  a  few  days,  was 
found  dead. 

The  lofs  of  this  little  companion 
-nade  me,  forfome  time, quite  melan- 
:holy,  yet,  on  the  laft  examination, 
i  perceived  it  had  fo  eaten  away  the 
)read,  by  which  I  had  concealed  the 
crevices  I  had  made  in  cutting  the 
ioor,  that  the  examiners  mud  be 
ill  but  blind  not  to  difcover  them, 
was  convinced  my  faithful  little 
riend  had  fallen  a  neceflary  vidim 
0  its  mafler's  f^fety.  My  keepers 
/ere  perfuadcd  I  had  neither  the 
nil  nor  the  power  to  make  further 
ttempts  at  freedom.  This  accident, 
owever,  determined  me  not  to  wait 
vtn  the  three  months. 

I  have  already  related  horfe^ 
■ere  to  be  kept  ready,  on  the  firft 
id  fifteenth,  and  I  only  fufFered  the 
rft  of  Auguft  to  pafs,  becaufe  I 
Oiild  not  injure  the  worthy  Major 

Pfuhl, 
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Pfuhl,  who  had  treated  me  with 
more  compafTion  than  his  comrades, 
and  whofe  day  of  vifitation  it  was. 
On  the  fifteenth  1  determined  to  fly. 
This  refolution  formed,  I  waited  in 
anxious  expeftation  of  the  day  when 
a  new,  and  again  mod  remarkable 
fucceflion  of  accidents  happened. 

An  alarm  of  fire  had  obliged  the 
major  of  the  day  to  repair  in  hafte 
to  the  towni  he,  therefore,  commit- 
ted the  keys  to  the  lieutenant.  The 
latter,  coming  to  vificme,with  alook 

of  companion,    afl^ed "  Dear 

"  Trenck,  have  you  never,  during 
•*  feven  years  that  you  have  been  un- 
<«  der  the  guard  of  the  militia,  found 
«  a  man  like  Schtll  ?'*— "  Alas!  fir," 
iinfwered  I,  "  fuch  friends  are  indeed 
"  rare;  the  will  of  many  has  been 
"  good:  each  knew  I  could  make  his 
"  fortune,  but  none  had  courage 
"  enough  for  fo  defperate  an  attempt ! 

**  Money 
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*'  Money  I  have  diftributed  freely, 
**  but  have  received  little  help." 

"  Money !  how  do  you  obtain  mo- 
•'  ncy  jn  this  dungeon  ?" — "  Fronn  a 
*'  fecret  correfpondent  at  Vienna,  by 
*'  whom  I  am  ftill  fupplied.  If  I  can 
"  ferve  you,  command  me :  I  will  do 
**  it  willingly,  without  afking  any  re- 
**  turn."  So  faying,  I  immediately 
took  fifty  ducats  from  between  the 
pannels,  and  gave  them  to  the  lieu- 
tenant. At  firft  he  refufed,  but,  at 
length,  accepted  them  with  fear.— 
He  left  me,  promifed  to  return,  pre- 
tended to  Ihut  the  door,  and  kept 
his  word.  He  now  avowed  debt 
obliged  him  to  defert,  that  this  had 
long  been  his  determination,  and  that, 
could  he  affift:  me,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  was  ready  and  willing.  I  had  only 
to  fhew  hov/  this  might  be  effecfted. 

We  continued   two  hours  in  con- 
ference i  a  plan   was   foon  formed, 
6  ap- 
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approved,  and  almoft  a  certainty 
of  fuccefs  demonftratedi  efpeci- 
ally,  when  I  told  him  I  had  two 
horfes  in  waiting.  We  vowed  eter- 
nal friendfhip,  I  gave  him  fifty  ad- 
ditional ducats,  and  he  had  never  be- 
fore been  fo  rich ;  his  whole  debts, 
which  would  oblige  him  to  defert, 
not  amounting  to  more  than  two 
hundred  rix- dollars,  which,  however, 
he  never  could  have  difcharged  out 
of  his  pay. 

He  was  to  prepare  four  keys,  that 
were  to  refemble  thofe  of  my  dun- 
geon i  the  latter  were  to  be  exchang- 
ed on  the  day  of  flight,  being  kept 
in  the  guard-room  while  the  major 
was  with  General  Walrabe.  He  was 
to  give  the  grenadiers  on  guard 
leave  of  abfence  for  fome  hours,  or 
fend  them  into  the  town  on  various 
pretences.  The  centinels  at  the  gate 
he  was  to  call  from  their  duty,  and 

thofc 
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tliofc    placed    over    me    were    to 
be  fent  into  my  dungeon,   to  take 
away  my    bed  i   while   encumbered 
with  this,  I  was  to  fpring  out,   and 
lock  them  in,  after  which  we  were  to 
mount  our  horfes,  kept  ready,   ai^d 
ride  full  fpeed  to  Gummern.    Every 
thing  was  to   be  prepared  within  a 
week,  when  he  was  again  to  mount 
guard.    We  had  fcarcely  fully  form- 
ed our  projed  before  the  centincls 
railed,   the  major  was  coming;   he, 
accordingly,   haftily    barred   up   the 
doors,  and  the  major  palTed  to  Ge- 
neral Walrabe. 

No  man  now  was  happier  than 
myfelf,  in  a  dungeon  though  I  was: 
my  hopes  of  elcape  were  triple; 
the  mediation  at  Berlin,  the  mine  I 
had  made,  and  my  new  friend,  the 
lieutenant. 

Intoxicated  with   hope   and  jov, 

then,  when  moll  my  mind  ought  ro 

Vol.  If.  K  have 
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have  been  cool  and  clear,  I  Teemed 
to   have  loft  my  underftanding.     I 
came  to  a  refolution  which  will  ap- 
pear, to  every  reafonable  maji,  ex- 
travagant, abfurd,   and  pitiable.     I 
was   vain    enough,    ftupid    enough, 
mad  enough,  to  form  the  defign  of 
cafting  mylelf  on  the  generofity  and 
magnanimity  of  the  Great  Frederic  /— 
Should  this  fail,  I  ftill  thought  my 
lieutenant  a  certain  faviour: 

Having  heated  my  imagination 
with  this  lamentable  fcheme,  I  ex- 
pedled  the  hour  of  vifitation  with 
anxiety.  The  miajor  entered  i  I  be- 
fpoke  him  thus : 

<'  1  know  fir,  the  great  Prince 
«  Ferdinand  is  again  in  Magdeburg.'* 
(My  new  friend  had  told  me  this.)" 
«  Be  pleafed  to  inform  him  that  he 
"  may  firft  examine  my  prifon,  dou- 
<f  ble  the  centinels,  and  at^terward 
«  CTive  me  his  commands,  ftating  at 
°  6  «  what 
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"  what  hour  it  will  pleafc  him  I 
"  fhoLild  make  my  appearance,  in 
"  perfed  freedom,  on  the  glacis  of 
"  Kioderbergen.  If  I  piove  myfelf 
"capable  of  this,  1  then  hqpe  for 
"  the  proteaion  of  .PriHce  Ferdi- 
"  nand;  and  that  he  will  relate  my 
"  proceeding  to  the  King,  who  may 
"  thereby  be  convinced  of  my  inno- 
"  cence,  and  the  perfect  clearncfs  of 
"  my  confciencc." 

The  major  was   aflonlfhedj   fup- 
pofed  my  brain  turned.     The  pro- 
pofal  he  held  to  be  ridiculous,  and 
the  performance  impoffible.   I,  how- 
ever, pcrfiiledi  he  rode  to  town,  and 
returned   with    the    fub- governor, 
Reichm.ann  ;  the  town-major.  Riding; 
and  the  major  of  iiifpeclion.     The 
anfwcr  they  delivered  was— TJiat  ti.c 
Prince  promifed  me  his  protedion, 
the  King's  favour,  and  a  certain  re- 
leafe  from  my  chains,  ihould  J  prove 
X  2  the 
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the  truth  of  my  aflertion.  I  re- 
quired they  would  appoint  a  time; 
they  ridiculed  the  thing  as  impofli- 
ble,  and,  at  laft,  faid  that  it  would 
be  fufficient  could  I  only  prove  the 
pracbicability  of  fuch  a  fcheme ; 
but,  fhould  I  refufe,  they  would 
immediately  break  up  the  whole 
flooring,  and  place  centinels  in  my 
dungeon  night  and  dayj  adding, 
the  governor  would  not  admit  of 
any  adual  breaking  out. 

After  the  moft  folemn  promifes 
of  good  faith,  I  immediately  difen- 
cumbered  myfelf  of  my  chains,  raifed 
up  my  flooring,  gave  them  my  arms 
and  implements,  and  alfo  two  keys, 
that  my  friends  had  procured  me,  to 
the  doors  of  the  fubterranean  gallery. 
This  gallery  I  defired  them  to  enter, 
and  found,  with  their  fwopd-hilts, 
at  the  place  through  which  I  was  to 
break,  which  might  be  done  in  a 

few 
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few  minutes.  I  further  defcribeci 
the  road  I  was  to  take  through  the 
gallery,  informed  them  that  two  of 
the  doors  had  not  been  (hut  for  fix 
months,  and  to  the  others  they  al- 
ready had  the  keys ;  adding,  I  had 
horfes  ready  at  the  glacis,  that  would 
be  immediarcly  ready  ;.  the  fbables 
for  which  were  unknown  to  them. 

They  went,  examined,  rcturned,. 
put  qucftions,  which  I  anfwered 
with  as  much  precifion  as  the  engi- 
neer could  have  done  who  built  the 
Star-Fort.  They  left  me  with  feem- 
ingfricndfliip,  continued  away  about 
an  hour,  came  back,  told  me  the 
prince  was  adonilheti  at  what  he  had 
heard,  that  he  wi(hed  me  all  happi- 
nefs,  and  then  took  me,  unfettered, 
to  the  guard-houfe.  The  major 
came  in  the  evening,  treated  us 
with  a  fumptuous  fupper,  aflured 
me  every  thing  would  happen  to 
K3  my 
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my  wifhes,  and  that  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand had  already  v/ritten  to  Berlin. 

The  guard  was  reinforced  next 
day:  two  grenadiers  entered  the 
officer's  room  as  centinels.  The 
whole  guard  loaded  with  ball  before 
my  eyes,  the  draw-bridges  were 
raifed  in  open  day,  and  precautions 
were  taken  as  if  it  were  fuppofed 
I  intended  to  make  attempts  as  def- 
perate  as  thofe  I  had  made  at  Glatz. 

I  now  faw  numerous  workmen 
employed  on  my  dungeon,  and  carts 
bringing  quarry- ftones.  The  offi- 
cers on  guard  behaved  with  great 
kindnefs,  kept  a  good  table,  at 
which  I  ate,  but  two  centinels,  and 
an  under  officer,  never  quitted  the 
guard-room.  Converfation  was  very 
cautious,  and  this  continued  five  or 
fix  days  :  at  length,  it  was  my  new 
friend,  the  lieutenant's,  turn  to 
mount  guard  j  he  appeared  to  be  as 

friendly 
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friendly  as  formerly,  but  conference 
was  difficult:  he,  however,  found 
an  opportunity  to  exprefs  his  aflo- 
nifhment  at  my  ill-timed  difcovery, 
tcld  me  the  prince  knew  nothing  of 
the  affair,  and  that  the  report  pro- 
pagated through  the  garrifon  was,  I 
had  been  furprifed  in  making  a  new 
attempt. 

I  now  faw  my  error,  bur,  alas! 
too  late.  I  afTured  my  friend  this 
üep  had  been  occafioned  by  my 
reliance  on  his  promife.  He  la- 
niented  my  miidake,  but  afiirmed 
himfeifftiil  the  fame.  My  courage 
ftrengthened,  and  I  vowed  ven- 
geance againll  the  mean  condudt  of 
the  fub- governor. 

My  dungeon  was  completed  in 
about  a  week.  The  tov/n-major 
and  major  of  the  day  re-condufted 
me  to  it.  My  foot  only  was  chained 
to  t-he  wall,  but  with  links  twice  as 
K  4  flrong 
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Itrong  as  formerly  j  the  remainder 
of  my  irons  were  never  after  added. 

Inftead  of  flooring,  the  dungeon 
was  paved  with  huge  flag  ftones. 
The  prifon  was  made  impenetrable. 
That  part  of  my  money  only  was 
faved  which  I  had  concealed  in  the 
pannels  of  the  door,  and  the  chim- 
ney of  the  flovej  fome  thirty  louis- 
d'ors,  hidden  about  my  clothes,  were 
taken  from  me. 

While  the  fmith  was  rivetting  my 
chains,  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  the 
fub-governor.  *'  Is  this  the  confe- 
"  quence  of  the  pledged  honour  of 
"  the  Prince  ?  Has  the  magnani- 
"  mity  of  my  condudl  defervedfuch 
**  treatment  ?  But  think  not  you 
"  deceive  me,  I  am  acquainted  with 
**  the  falfe  reports  that  have  been 
<*  fpread  j  the  truth  will  foon  come 
"  to  light,  and  the  unworthy  be  put 
<*  to  ihame.     Nay,   I  now  foretell 

"  you. 


(      201       ) 

'*you,  Trenck  fhall  not  be  much 
"longer  in  your  power;  for,  were 
**  you  to  build  your  dungeon  of 
♦<  fteel,  it  would  flill  be  infufficient 
*•  to  contain  me." 

They  fmiled  at  my  threats. 
Reichmann,  however,  defired  me  to 
take  courage,  and  faid  I  might,  proba- 
bly, foon  obtain  my  freedom  after 
a  proper  manner.  My  firm  reliance 
on  my  friend,  the  lieutenant,  gave 
me,  inftead  of  appearing  funken  and 
defpondent,  a  degree  of  confidence 
that  amazed  them  all. 

It  is  here  neceflary  farther  to  ex- 
plain this  affair.  When  I  had  ob- 
tained my  liberty,  I  vificed  Prince 
Ferdinand,  atBrunfwic.  He  informed 
me  the  majors  had  not  made  a  true 
report,  being  afraid  of  reprimand 
for  their  own  carelefTnefs.  Their 
ftory  was,  they  had  caught  me  at 
work,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  their 
K  5  extreme 
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extreme  diligence,  I  ihould,  cer- 
tainly, have  made  my  efcape.  Prince 
Ferdinand  heard  the  truth  fome  time 
after,  and  informed  the  King,  who, 
from  that  time,  only  waited  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  reftore  me  to 
liberty. 

Such  is  the  way  of  the  world! 
Such  the  manner  in  which  the 
mod  generous,  the  moft  noble,  afts 
are  often  painted  !  I  was,  in  this 
cafe,  the  filly  facrifice  of  my  own 
vanity.  Thofe  who  guarded  me 
were  alhamed  of  their  negled,  and, 
to  avoid  reprimand,  which  would 
not  effeftually  have  injured  any  of 
them,  was  I  again  led  to  my  flaugh- 
ter-houfe.  Such  has  been  the  iflue, 
through  life,  of  many  noble  under- 
takings ;  where  others  have  taken 
advantage  of  my  too  great  opennefs 
of  heart,  and  procured  reward  to 
themfclves  by  my  labours. 

Once 
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Once  more  was  I  immured,  curf- 
jng  in  my  heart  the  crxjelties  of 
kings  and  governors:  this  time, 
however,  they  were  innocent,  be- 
caufe  deceived. 

I  waited  in  anxious  hope  for  the- 
day  when  my  deliverer  was  to  mount 
guard.  What  again  was  my  defpair 
when,  inftead  of  him,  I  faw  ano- 
ther lieutenant.  I  buoyed  myfclf 
up  with  the  expcftation  that  acci- 
dent was  the  occafion  of  this,  but  I 
remained  three  weeks  in  the  fame 
Hifpence,  and  faw  him  no  more^ 
Alk  I  dürft  not,  but  heard,  at  length, 
he  had  left  the  corps  of  grenadiers, 
and,  therefore,  was  no  longer  to 
mount  guard  at  the  Star-Fort» 
Whether  he  was  afraid,  repented  his 
engagement,  or  that  the  hundred 
ducats  had  procured  him  better 
profpecls,  I  neither  know,  nor  ever 
wifh  to  know.  Should  he  ever  read 
K  6  thii 


(       204      ) 

this  book,  and  fhould  he  really  have 
deceived  me,  let  him  alfo  read  that 
he  has  my  hearty  forgivenefs,  and 
that  I  applaud  myfelf  for  never 
having  faid  any  thing  by  which  he 
might  be  injured.  Others,  perhaps, 
being  thus  deferred  by  him  in  mis- 
fortune, after  fo  many  proteftations, 
and  condefcending  to  receive  mo- 
ney, would  have  been  more  re- 
vengeful. He  might,  having  paid 
his  debts,  repent  his  promifej  he 
might  have  trufted  another  friend 
with  the  enterprife,  and  have  been 
himfelf  betrayed :  but,  be  it  as  it 
may,  his  abfence  cut  off  all  hope. 

1  bitterly  now  repented  my  folly 
and  untimely  vanity :  melancholy 
feized  my  mind  i  I  had  brought  my 
misfortunes  on  myfelf.  When  I  had 
removed  eveiy  impediment,  the  con- 
fidence I  placed  in  the  honour  of 
man    again    plunged    me  near  fix 

months 
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months  longer  in  afflidlion,  doubled 
by  defpair.  I  had  myfelf  rendered 
my  dungeon  impenetrable.  Death 
would  have  followed  but  for  the 
dependence  I  placed  in  the  court  of 
Vienna. 

The  officers  foon  remarked  the 
lofs  of  my  accuftomed  fortitude,  and 
gloomy  thoughtfulnefs.  1  was  lefs 
induftrious  on  my  cups  i  the  verfes 
I  wrote  were  defponding.  The  only 
comfort  they  could  give  was,  "  Pa- 
•*  tience,  dear  Trenck  -,  your  condi- 
"  tion  cannot  be  worfe ;  the  King 
"  may  not  live  for  ever."  Small 
confolation  this.  Were  I  fick,  they 
told  me  I  then  might  hope  my 
fufferings  would  foon  have  an  end. 
If  I  recovered,  they  pitied  me,  and 
lamented  their  continuance.  What 
man  of  my  rank  and  expe(5lations 
ever  endured  what  I  have  endured, 

ever 
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ever  was  treated  as  I  have  been 
treated  ! 

Peace  had  been  concluded  nine 
months.  I  was  forgotten.  At  laft, 
however,  when  I,  fuppofed  all  hope 
loft,  the  24th  of  December,  and  the 
day  of  freedom,;  came !  At  the  hour 
of  parade  Count.  Schlieben,  lieute- 
nant of  the  guards,  arrived,  and 
brought  orders  for  my  releafe  ! 

The  fub- governor  fuppofed  me 
weaker  in  inieliecl  than  I  really  wa$^ 
and  would  not  too  fuddenly  tell  me 
thefe  happy  tidings.  He  knew  not 
the  prefence  of  mind,  the  fortitude, 
which  the  various  dangers  I  had  feen 
had  made  habitual.  Self-praife  of- 
fends; yet  never  was  I  too  much 
elated  in  profperity,  deprelTed  in 
adverfityj  never  timid  or  undeter- 
mined in  the  moment  of  danger  j 
and,  for  the  truth  of  this,  I  appeal 
to  all  who  have  known  me  perfon- 

ally. 
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ally,  or  been  acquainted  with  thofe 
who  have  fcen  me  in  fuch  ficuacions. 

My  doors,  for  the  last  time,  re- 
founded  !  Several  people  entered ; 
their  countenances  were  more  than 
ufually  cheerful,  and  the  fub- gover- 
nor at  their  head,  at  length,  faid, 
**  This  time,  my  dear  Trenck,  I  am 
"  the  joyful  mefTenger  of  good  news. 
"  Prince  Ferdinand  has  prevailed  on 
**  the   King   to   let   your   irons   be 

"  taken    off." Accordingly,    to 

work    went     the     fmith **  You 

"  fliall,  alfo,"  continued  he,  "  have 
**  a  better  apartment."  "  I  am  free 
**  then,"  faid  I,  "  and  you  are  afraid 
"  to  tell  me  fo  too  fuddcnly.  Speak  ! 
"  fear  not !  I  can  moderate  my 
*<  tranfports." 

"  Then  you  are  free !"   was  th^ 
reply. 

The  fub-governor  firft  embraced 
me,  and  afterward  his  attendants. 

He 
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He  afked  me  what  clothes  I  would 
wifli,  I  anfwered  the  uniform  of 
my  regiment.  The  taylor  attended, 
and  took  meafure.  Reichmann  told 
him  it  muft  be  made  by  the  morn- 
ing.    The  man  excufed  himfeif,  be- 

caufe  it  was  Chriftmas  eve "  So 

"  then  this  gentleman  muft  remain  in 
**  his  dungeon,  becaufe  it  is  holiday 
"  with  you.'*  The  tayior  was  an- 
fwered, and  promifed  to  be  ready. 

The  fmith  having  ended  his  work, 
I  was  taken  to  the  guard-room : 
congratulations  were  univerfal,  and 
the  town-major  adminiflered  the 
oath  cuftomary  to  all  ftate  prifoners. 

ifL  That  I  Ihould  avenge  myfelf 
en  no  man. 

izndly.  That  I  fhould  neither  en- 
ter the  Pruffian  nor  Saxon  ftates. 

3d]y.  That  I  fhould  never  relate,, 
by  fpeech,  or  in  writing,  what  had 
happened  to  me. 

4thly. 
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4thly.  And  that,  (o  long  as  the 
King  lived,  I  fliould  neither  ferve  in 
a  civil  nor  military  capacity. 

Count  Schlieben  delivered  me  a 
letter  from  the  imperial  minifter, 
General  Riedt,  in  Berlin,  to  the 
following  purport :  that  he  was 
heartily  rejoiced  at  having  found  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  my  liberty 
from  the  Kingi  that  I  muft  cheer- 
fully obey  the  requifitions  of  Count 
Schlieben,  whofe  orders  were  to  ac- 
company me  to  Prague. 
V  "  Yes,  dear  Trenck,"  faid  Schlie- 
ben, "  I  am  to  condu(fl  you  in  a 
**  covered  waggon  through  Drefdcn 
*'  to  Prague,,  with  orders  not  to 
'*  fufFer  you  to  fpeak  to  any  one  on 
"  the  road.  I  have  received  three 
**  hundred  ducats  from  General 
"  Riedt,  to  defray  the  expence  of 
**  travelling.  A  waggon  muft  be 
**  purchafed;  but,  as  all  things  cannot 

"be 
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"  be  prepared  to-day,  the  fub-go- 
"  vernor  has  dttermined  we  fhaU 
"  depart  to-rnorrow  night/* 

Having  joyfuliy  acquiefced.  Count 
Schlieben  rticnained   with   me;   the 
others,   after   a   fhort  converfation, 
returned  to  the  town,  and  I  dined,  in 
company  with  the  major  of  the  day  and 
the  officers  on  guard,  with  General 
Wairabe  in-  his  prifon.     Here  this 
gentleman  died,  in  1774»  having,  re- 
mained at   Magdeburg   eight    and 
twenty    year^.      His    confinementy 
however,    was   both   defer v.ed  ani 
rendered  fupportable. 

Once,  more  at  liberty,  I  walked* 
about  the  fortifications,  to  accuflronn 
myfelf  to  light  and  air,  and  colleded 
the  money  1  had  concealed  ia  my* 
dungeon,  which  amounted  to  about? 
leventy  ducats.  To  every  man-  ort 
guard  I  gave  a  ducat,  to  the  centi- 
nels  then  on  duty  over  me  each- 
three. 
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three,  and  ten  ducats  to  be  divided 
among  the  relief-guard.  I  fcnt  tlic 
officer  on  guard  a  prefent  from 
Prague,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
money  I  beftowed  on  the  widow  of 
the  kind,  the  honeft,  the  worchy 
Gefhardt.  He,  poor  fellow,  was  no 
more,  and  Ihe  had  entrufted  the 
fecret  of  the  thoufand  florins  to  a 
young  foldier,  who,  fpending  too 
freely,  was  fufpetfted,  betrayed  her, 
and  fhe  pafTed  two  years  in  the 
houfe  of  corre6lion.  Gefhardt  ne- 
ver received  any  punilhmentj  he 
was  in  the  field.  Had  he  left  any 
children,  I  fhould,  in  duty,  have 
provided  for  them.  To  the  widow 
of  the  man  who  hung  himfclf  before 
my  prifon  door,  in  the  year  i  7^6,  I 
gave  thirty  ducats,  lent  me  by 
Schlieben. 

The  night  was  riotous,  the  guard 
made  merry,  and  I  paifed  moll  of 

it 
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it  in  their  company.  I  was  vifited 
by  all  the  generals  of  the  garrifon 
on  Chriftmas  morning,  for  I  was 
not  allowed  to  enter  the  town. 
Boots,  uniform,  all  were  ready  by 
noon.  I  was  drefled,  viewed  myfelf 
in  the  glafs,  and  found  pleafurej  but 
the  tumult  of  my  own  pafllons,  the 
congratulations  I  received,  and  the 
vivacity  of  every  thing  round  me, 
prevented  my  remembering  inci»- 
dents  minutely. 

How  much  room  for  refle(5lion 
did  this  fcene  afford !  My  intrinfic 
worth  then  and  twenty-four  hours- 
before,  when  in  prifon,  was  the 
fan.e ;  yet,  how  wonderful  an  alterar 
tion  in  the  carriage  and  countenance- 
of  thofe  by  whom  I  Kad  been  fh 
ftriftly  guarded !  I  was  treated  witb 
friendfhip,  diftinftion,  attention,  and 
flattery.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  thofe 
fetters  had  dropt  off  which  I  had 

nevcE 
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never  juftly  borne.  Oh  World! 
what  art  thou  ?  What,  indeed,  in 
defpotic  flates !  What  is  merit, 
what  virtue,  where  arbitrary  power 
difpofes  of  the  fate  of  men  ? 

Evening  came,  and  with  it  Count 
Schlieben,  a  waggon,  and  four  poft- 
horfes.  After  a  very  affefting  fare- 
well, we  departed.  Who  could  have 
perfuaded  me  I  Hiould  have  flied 
tears  at  leaving  Magdeburg  ?  Yet 
tears  I  aftually  did  fhed.  It  feems 
equally  ftrange  that  I  lived  here 
ten  years,  yet  never  faw  the  town, 

I  Ihall  not  we-ary  the  reader's  pa- 
tience with  the  trivial  incidents  of 
our  journey.  The  exa6l  duration 
of  my  imprifonment  at  Magdeburg 
was  nine  years,  five  months,  and 
fome  days;  add  to  thefe  the  feven- 
teen  months  imprifonment  at  Glatz, 
and  the  amount  is  eleven  years. 
Thus   did   the   prime  of  life,   the 

brighteft 
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brighteft  hours  in  the  day  of  man, 
pafs  in  imprifonment.  Thus  was  I 
robbed  of  time,  which  monarchs 
have  not  the  power  to  reftore  j  thus, 
too,  was  my  body  weakened,  thus 
my  health  impaired,  fo  that  now  in 
my  decline  of  life,  a  fecond  time,  I 
fuffer  in  the  gloom,  the  damp,  and 
the  chains,  of  the  dungeon  of  Mag- 
deburg. 

The  reader  would  now  hope,  hav- 
ing obtained  my  freedom,  that  my 
calamities  were  all  at  an  end ;  yet 
do  I  declare,  upon  my  honour,  I 
would  prefer  the  fufferings  of  the 
Star-Fort,  to  thofe  I  have  fince  en- 
dured in  Auftria,  efpecially  the  laft 
fix  years,  while  Kriigel,  and  Zetto, 
were  my  referendaries,  and  curators. 

It  may  happen  that  I  may  pub- 
li{h  a  third  volume,  *  in  which  I  may 

more 
*  Tliis  third  volume  the  Baron  has  publifh- 

ed. 


(     i'5    ) 

more  openly,^  and  fully,  relate  the 
misfortunes  of  two  and  twenty  years, 
particularly  the  laft  fix,  fpent  at 
Vienna.  At  this  moment,  I  am 
obliged  to  be  guarded  in  my  ex- 
prefTions.  I  have,  already,  put  my 
enemies  to  fhamc  j  but  the  hope  of 
juflice,  or  reward,  on  this  fide  the 
grave,  is  vain.  No  rewards  are 
bellowed  on  him,  who,  with  all  the 
confcioufnefs  of  integrity,  demands, 
and  does  not  implore.  The  fads, 
I  fiiall  relate,  will,  indeed,  feem 
improbable,  nay  incredible,  yet  have 
I,  in  my  own  hands,  the  indifputable 
vouchers  of  their  verity,  i  repeat  the 
words  of  my  preface : 

«If 

cd.  It  is  the  third  volume  of  the  prefent 
tranllation  ;  but  it  is  necefiary  to  preferve  this, 
and  fimilar  palTages,  becaule  they  contain  cir- 
camftances  by  which  lufpenfe  is  kept  alive. 

T. 
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"  If  my  right  hand  is  guilty  of 
"  writing  untruths,  in  this  book, 
"  may  the  common  executioner  fever 
*'  it  from  my  body,  and,  in  the  me- 
**  mory  of  pofterity,  may  I  live  a 
"  villain." 

Having  thus  called  the  reader's 
attention  to  its  truth,  I  proceed  with 
my  hiftory. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  I  arrived, 
with  Count  Schlieben,  fafely  at 
Prague,  and,  the  fame  day,  he  deli- 
vered me  to  the  then  governor,  the 
duke  of  Deuxponts.  He  received 
me  with  kindnefs,  and  diftindtion ; 
we  dined  with  him  two  fu<:ceflive 
days,  and  all  Prague  was  anxious 
to  fee  a  man  who  had  furmounted 
ten  years  of  fufFerings,  fo  unheard- 
of  as  mine.  Here  I  received  three 
thoufand  florins,  and  paid  General 
Riedt  his  three  hundred  ducats, 
which     he    had     advanced    Count 

Schlieben, 
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Schlieben,  for  the  expences  of  my 
journey,  the,  repayment  of  which 
he  demanded,  in  his  letter,  although 
he  had  already  received  ten  thou- 
fand  florins.  The  expence  of  return- 
ing I  alio  paid  to  Schlieben,  made  him 
a  prefent,  and  provided  myfclf  with 
fome  necefiaries.  After  remaining 
a  few  days  at  Prague,  a  courier  ar- 
rived from  Vienna,  to  whom,  itismofl 
worthy  of  remark,  I  v/as  obliged  to 
pay  forty  florins,  with  an  order  from 
government  to  bring  me,  under  a 
llrong  guard,  from  Prague  to  Vi- 
enna. My  Iword  was  demanded  j 
Captain  Count  V^'^ela,  and  two  in- 
ferior officers,  entered  the  carriage, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  purchafe, 
in  company  with  me,  and  brought 
me  to  Vienna.  I  took  up  a  thoufand 
florins  more,  in  Prague,  to  defray 
thefe  expences,  and  was  obliged,  in 
Vol,  II.  L  Vienna, 
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Vienna,  to  pay  the  captain  fifty  du- 
cats, for  travelling  charges  back. 

At  treatment  like  this,  what  were 
the  fenfations  of  my  foul!  I  ought 
to  have  re-entered  Vienna,in  triumph, 
like  the  martyr  of  his  country,  haft- 
ening  to  receive  his  reward  -,  I,  on 
the  contrary,  was  brought  back  like 
a  criminal,  was  fent,  as  a  prifoncr, 
to  the  barracks,  there  kept  in  the 
chamber  of  Lieutenant  Blonket,  with 
orders  that  I  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
write  to  no  one,  fpeak  to  no  one, 
without  a  ticket,  from  the  counfel- 
lors  Kempf  or  Huttner.  Thefe 
good  gentlemen,  during  my  impri- 
fonment,  had  been  the  admini- 
ilrators  of  my  effects ! 

So  I  remained  fix  weeks :  at 
length,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  Poniatowfky,  the  prefent  field- 
marfhal.  Count  Alton,  fpoke  to  m.e. 
I  related  what  I  fuppofed  were  the 
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reafons  of  my  being  thus  kept  a 
prifoncr  in  Vienna;  and  to  the  exer- 
tions of  this  worthy  man  am  I  in- 
debted that  the  abominable  inten- 
tions of  my  enemies  were  fruftrated, 
which  were  to  have  me  imprifoned, 
during  life,  as  infane,  in  the  forcrefs 
of  Gratz.  Had  they  once  removed  mc 
from  Vienna,  all  had  been  loft,  and 
I  fliould,  certainly,  have  pined  away 
the  poor  remainder  of  my  life,  in  a 
madhoufe.  Yet,  when  at  liberty, 
could  I  never  obtain  juflice  againll 
thefe  men  !  By  their  means,  was  the 
Emprefs  perfuaded  that  my  brain 
was  affcdtd,  and  that  I,  continually, 
uttered  the  moft  violent  threats 
againlT:  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The 
elcdion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans 
was  then  in  agitation,  and  the  court 
was  apprehonfive  left  I,  with  a  rafh 
defire  of  vengeance,  fliould  äfft  fome- 
thing,  that  might  offend  the  Pruffian 
L  2  envoy« 
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envoy.  General  Riedt  had»  more- 
over, been  obliged  to  promife  Fre- 
deric  that  I  fhould  not  be  fuffered 
to  appear  in  Vienna,  and  that  they 
fhould  hold  a  moft  wary  eye  over 
me.  The  Emprefs-Queen  felt 
compafTion  for  my  fuppofed  difeafe, 
and  afked  if  no  afTiftance  could  be 
afforded  me;  to  which  they  anfwered, 
I  had  feveral  times  been  let  blood, 
but  that  I  flill  remained  a  very  dan- 
gerous man.  They  added  that  I 
fquandered  my  money  ftrangely, 
having  taken  up,  and  difperfed,  four 
thoufand  florins  in  fixdays,  at  Prague; 
that  it  would,  therefore,  be  proper 
to  appoint  curators,  or  guardians, 
to  impede  fuch  extravagancies. 
Thus  do  the  wicked  utter  their 
falfehoods!  Thus  do  they  cloud,  and 
obfcure,  the  throne,  snaking  truth 
invifible! 
Count  AltOHj  however,  fpoke  of 

■  me. 


(       221       ) 

me,  and  my  hard  delliny,  to  the 
Countefs  Paar,  miflrefs  of  the  cere- 
monies to  the  F.mprers-Qi_iccn,  ;i 
noble-minded  lady.  The  la:c  Em- 
peror entcreil  the  chamber,  while  I 
was  the  fubjec^  of  difcourh*,  and 
afked  whether  I  never  had  any  lucivl 
intervals.  "  May  it  pleafc  your 
"  majefty,"  anfwered  Alton,  *'  he  has 
"  now  been  feven  weeks,  in  cuftody, 
*'  at  my  barracks,  and  I  never  in  my 
"  life  met  a  more  reafonabie,  or 
"  more  agreeable  man.  There  mud 
"  be  fomcthing  mylterious  in  this 
*'  affair,  or  he  could  not  be  treated 
"  as  a  madman,  or  fo  reprefented  at 
"  court.  That  he  is  not  fo,  in  any- 
"  wife,  I  pledge  my  honour." 

The  next  day,  the  Emperor  fent 
Count  Thurn,  grand  mafler  of  the 
Arch-Duke  Leopold,  to  fpeakto  me. 
In  Jiim  I  found  a  worthy  man,  an  en- 
lightened philofopher,  and  a  lover  of 
L.  3  his 
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his  country.  To  him  I  related 
how  I  had  twice  been  betrayed,  twice 
ibid  at  Vienna,  during  my  impri- 
sonment;  demonftrated  that  my 
adminiftrators  had  only  adted  in 
this  vile  manner  that  I  might  be  im» 
i-rifoned  for  life,  and  they  remain 
iindillurbed  in  poirt-flion  of  my 
effccfls.  We  converl'ed  together 
two  hours,  during  which  many 
things  were  Hiid,  that  prudence 
will  nor  permit  me,  here,  to  repeat, 
I  gained  his  confidence,  and  his  heart, 
and  he  continued  my  friend  till 
death.  He  left  me,  promifed  pro-' 
teftion,  returned  the  following  day, 
and  procured  me  an  audience  of 
the  Emperor. 

I  fpoke  with  freedom  j  the  audi- 
ence lafted  more  ihan  an  hour.  At 
length  the  Emperor  was  fo  moved 
that  he  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  re- 
tired into  the  next  apartment  j  I  faw 

the 
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the  tears  drop  from  his  eyes.     Witli 
lympathetic  enthiiriafm,  I  ft  11  at  his 
{ttt,  embraced  his  knees,  and  wifhed 
for  the  prefencc    of  a    Riiben>,    or 
A  pell  es,  to  preferve  a  fcene  fo  highly 
honourable  to   the  memory   of  the 
monarch,   and  paint  the   fcnfations 
of  an  innocent  man,   imploring  the 
protet^ion  of  a  great,  a    jui>,  and  a 
companionate  piince,     I  feel  myfelf 
unequal    to  do    his    memory     that 
juftice   it  dcferves.     Words    I    had 
none,  but  my  looks,  my  tears,  were 
indeed    eloquent. The    Em- 
peror tore  himfelf  from  n^e,  and  1 
departed,  with    fcnfations,   fuch   as 
only  thofe   can   know   who,  them* 
felves  being  virtuous,  have,  unfor- 
tunately, met  with  vile  and  wicked 
men. 

The  ill-judging  world  has   cal- 
led   the   Emperor  Francis"  a    weak 
Prince.     To  me  he  feems  fuperior 
L4  ta 
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to  Cäffar,  or  Frederic  the  Great,  That 
he  had  a  noble  mind,  what  I  have 
cited  is  an  irrefragable  proof;  and, 
had  not  death  robbed  me  of  his  pro- 
tedion,  then,  when  he  found  me 
wcwthy,  I  fhould  long  fince  have  re- 
gained the  Hungarian  cllates  I  have 
now  for  'ever  loll. 

I  returned  to  my  barracks  in  all 
the  raptures  of  joy,  and  an  order, 
the  next  day,  came  for  my  releafe.  I 
wentjwith  Count  Alton,  to  the  Coun- 
tefs  Paar,  who  defired  to  fee  me,  and> 
by  her  mediation,  I  obtained  a  pri- 
vate audience  of  the  Emprefs. 

I  cannot  defcribe  the  kindnefs  of 
the  fovereign ;  how  much  (he  pitied 
my  fufFerings,  how  much  fhe  ad- 
mired my  fortitude.  1  had  not  op- 
portunity to  fpeak  a  word  i  her  pro- 
feflions  of  pity  preventing  my  ftating 
the  jufln^fs  of  my  cafe.  She  told 
me  fhe  was  informed  of  all  the  vile 

arti- 
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artifices  praftifed  againft  me  iiiTi- 
enna  :  required,  however,  I  ihouki 
mention  no  pafl  grievances,  fliould 
forgive  all  my  enemies,  avoid  all  re- 
trofped,  and  pals  all  the  accounts 
of  my  adminiftrators.  -I  would 
have  fpoken.  ^— —  '*  Do  not  com- 
"  plain  of  any  thing,"  laid  flie,  "  bun 
"  adl  as  I  defire  —  I  know  all — you 
*' lliall  be  recompenfed  by  me; 
*'  you  deferve  reward  and  repofe,  and 
"  thefe  you  fhall  enjoy."  ■  What 
could  I  do  ?  —  I  muft  either  fign, 
whatever  was  given  me  to  lign,  or 
be  lent  to  a  madhoufe.  I  received 
orders  to  accompany  M.  Piftrich  to 
Counfellor  Ziegler:  thither  I  went, 
and  the  next  day  was  obliged  to  fign, 
in  their  prefence,  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

Firft — That  I  acknowledged  the 
will  of  T.renck  to  be  valid. 

L  5  Second- 
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Secondly  —  That  I  renounced  all 
claim  to  the  Sclavonian  eftates,  rely- 
ing alone  on  her  Majefty's  favour. 

Thirdly — That  I  folemnly  acquit- 
ted my  accountants  and  curators : 
And, 

Laflly — That  I  would  not  conti- 
nue in  Vienna. 

"What  more  could  have  been  aflced 
of  me,  had  I,  inftead  of  reward,  de- 
ferved  punifhment? 

This  I  mufl:  fign,  or  languilh  in  a 
prifon.  If  fuch  be  not  arbitrary 
power,  what  is? 

So  was  1  dealt  with  !  The  Emprefa 
was  prevented  a<fling  greatly  and  no- 
bly.— It  is  an  eternal  truth  that  this 
my  miftreatment  was  occafioned 
by  my  refufing  to  hear  raafs  i.  and 
that  the  poffcflbrs  of  my  eftates 
were  under  the  proteö:ion  of  the 
Jcfuits.* 

*  The  confeflbr  of  the  Emprefs  was  a  Je- 
ftiit.        T. 

What 
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What  did  I  feel !  How  did  my 
blood  boil  while  I  figncd  !  The  con- 
fidence I  had  in  myfclf  alTiircd  me 
I  could  obtain  honourable  employ- 
ment in  any  country  of  Europe,  by 
the  exertion  of  my  talents,  the  la- 
bours of  my  mind,  and  the  faithful 
recital  of  all  my  woes.  At  that 
time  I  had  no  children  j  I,  therefore, 
little  regretted  what  I  had  loft,  or 
the  poor  portion  that  remained. 

Jullly  diflatisfied,  I  determined  to 
avoid  Auftria  eternally.  My  honeft 
pride  would  never  fufler  me,  by 
clandeftine  and  infidious  arts,  to  ap- 
proach the  throne.  I  knew  no  fucK 
mode  of  folicitingfor  juftice,  hence 
was  I  an  unequal  match  for  my  ene- 
mies; hence  my  ills,  hence  my  mis- 
fortunes. Complaints,  and  appeals  to 
itiftice,  were  artfully  reprcfented  as 
ihe  fplenetic  effufions  of  a  man  ne- 
ver to  be  fatisfied.  By  courts  of 
L  6  juftlcs 
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juftice  I  had  been  plundered  j  ap- 
peals to  them  were,  therefore,  vairr 
indeed. 

My  too  fenfible  heart  was  preyed 
upon,  and  corroded,  by  the  treat- 
ment I  met  at  Vienna.  I,  who, 
with  fo  much  fortitude,  fuch  un- 
fhaken  honour,  had  fuffered  fo  much 
in  the  caufe  of  Vienna^  on  whom 
the  eyes  of  all  Germany  were  at  this 
time  fixed,  to  fee  what  fhould  be 
the  reward  of  thefe  fufferings  j  I,  far 
from  being  rewarded,  was  again,  in 
this  country,  kept  a  prifoner,  and  de- 
livered over  to  thofe  by  whom  I  had 
been  plundered,  as  a  man  infane ! 

Before  my  intended  departure  to 
feek  my  fortune,  I  fell  ill,  and  fick- 
nefs  almoft  brought  me  to  the  grave. 
The  Emprefs,  hearing  of  my  condi- 
tion, in  her  great  clemency,  fent  one 
of  her  own  phyficians  and  a  charita- 
ble friar  to  my  afliftancej  both  of 

whom 


(       229       ) 

whom  I  was  at  laft  obliged  to  pay. 
My  own  doflor  would  have  re- 
ftored  me  much  cheaper.  This  was 
to  be  favoured,  diftinguirtied  ! 

At  this  time  I  received,  unfoli- 
cited,  a  major's  commiflion,  for 
which  I  was  obliged  to  pay  the  fees. 
Being  excluded  from  a6tual  fervice, 
the  title  to  me  was  of  little  value: 
my  rank  in  the  army  had  been  at 
leail  equal  ten  years  before  in  other 
fervice.  The  following  words,  in- 
ferred in  my  commifTion,  are  not  un- 
worthy remark  : — "  HerMajefty,  in 
"  confequence  of  my  fidelity  and 
"  zeal  for  her  fervice,  lb  confpicu- 
"  oufly  demonftrated  during  a  long 
**  imprifonment,  my  extraordinajy 
**  endowments,  and  exemplary  vir- 
"  tuesjhad  beengracioufly  pleafed  to 
*'  grant    me,    in    the  Imperial  fer- 

'*  vice,  the  rank  of  major." The 

rank  of  major  ! From  this  pre- 
amble^ 
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amble,  who  would  not  have  expc(5lcd 
cither  the  rank  of  general,  or  the 
rcftoration  of  my  great  Sclavonian 
eftatcs.  I  had  been  fifteen  years  a 
captain  of  cavalry,  and  now  was  I 
moft  gracioufly  made  an  irtvalid 
major !  I  was  made  an  invalid 

major  three  and  twenty  years  ago, 
and  an  invalid  major  I  ftill  remain ! 
Let  all  that  has  been  related  be 
called  to  mind,  the  fhameful  man- 
ner in  which  I  had  been  pillaged, 
and  fo  repeatedly  betrayed;  let  Vi'- 
enna,  Dantzic,  and  Magdeburg  be 
pemembered;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
be  this  my  promotion  remembered 
alfo!  Let  it  be  farther  known  that 
the  commiflion  of  major  might  be 
bought,  by  any  boy,  for  a  few  thou- 
fand  florins !  Thirty  thoufand  florins 
only,  of  the  money  I  had  been  rob- 
bed of,  would  have  purchafcd  a  co- 
loners  commiflioni  I   fhould   then 

have 
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havf  been  a  companion  for  generals; 
enabled  by  my  pay,  I  then  might 
have  edircated  children  for  the  good 
of  the  ftate,  and  my  promotion 
would  have  placed  me  beyond  the 
perfecwtions  and  peculations  of  my 
enemies. 

It  was  theintereftof  thefe  T  fhould 
be  ufelefs;  and,  therefore,  I  was 
made  an  invalid.  During  the  thirty- 
fix  years  that  I  have  been  in  the 
fervice  of  Auftria,  I  never  had  any 
man  of  rank,  any  great  general,  any 
minifter,  any  prefident,  my  enemy, 
except  Count  GraflTalkowitz,  and  he 
was  only  my  enemy  becaufe  he 
had  conceived  a  friendfhip  for  my 
cftates. 

My  private  charafler  was  never 
calumniated,  nor  did  any  truly  wor- 
thy man  ever  fpeak  of  me  but  with 
refpe^  and  compafllon.    Who  were, 

who  are,  my  enemies  ? Jefuits, 

monks. 


(      232      ) 

monks,  unprincipled  advocates,  wifli* 
ing  to  become  my  curators  j  referen- 
daries, who  died  defpicable,  or  now 
live  in  houfes  of  corredion  s  or  ac- 
countants, whopurchafed  protedlors, 
to  avoid  dying  by  the  hands  of  the 
hangman.  Such  as  live,  live  in  dread 
©f  a  fimilar  end  j  for  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  is  jufl:,  and  able  to  difcover 
the  truth.  Alas  1.  the  truth  is  dif- 
covered  too  late  -,  age  has  now  really 
rendered  me  an  invalid.  Men  with. 
hearts  fo  bale,  fo  vile,  ought,  indeed,, 
to  become  the  fcavengers  of  fociety, 
that,  terrified  by  their  example,  fuc- 
ceeding  judges  may  not  rack  the 
heart  of  the  honell  man,  fcize  on  the 
pofTefllons  of  the  orphan  and  the 
widow,  and  wholly  expel  virtue  out 
of  Auflria. 

God  for  ever  prelerve  all  good 
men,  after  me,  from  fuch  judges ! 
Men  oi  this  chara(5ler  never  fail  to 

have 
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have  friends  at  court,  worthy,  of 
themfelvcs.  Some  maid  of  honour's 
chamber -nnaid,  feme  fire-lighter, 
fomc  menial  perfon,  with  minds  well 
befitting  their  ftation,  who  fliall  have 
the  cunning,  at  proper  opporcunw 
ties,  to  fay,  as  they  did  of  me,  — 
**  Trcnck  isadißatisfied,rcftlcfsmanj 
"complains  of  every  thing;  fpeaki 
"evil  of  princes;  is  ftill  more  than 
"  half  a  Pruflian  in  his  hcfart ;  denies 
"  that  the  Auftrian  Ulans  are  capable 
^*  of  killingandeating  the  whole  Pruf- 
*^ fian  army  1"  My  fpirits  are  wearied ; 
my  heart  finks  at  the  remembrance. 
I  recovered,  fought  an  audience, 
but  this  was  no  more  to  be  obtained. 
I  attended  the  levee  of  Prince  Kau- 
nitz.  Not  pcrfonally  known  to  him, 
he,  on  his  pinnacle  of  power,  view- 
ed in  me  a  crawling  infed  among 
the  fwarm  beneath.  I  thought  fome- 
what  more  proudly  j  thought  myfelf 

a  man  : 
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a  man  :  my  adions  were  upright, 
and  fo  fhould  my  body  be.  I  quit- 
ted the  apartmenr,  and,  at  the  door, 
was  congratulated,  by  the  mercenary 
Siwifs- porter,  on  my  good  fortune, 
of  having  obtained  an  audience  ! 

1  applied  to  the  Held-mariha], 
from  whom  I  received  this  remark- 
able anfwer :— «  If  you  cannot  pur- 
**  chafe,  my  dear  Trcnck,  it  will  be 
"  impofllble  to  admit  you  into  adtual 
"  fcrvice  j  befide,  you  are  too  old 
'*  to  learn  our  very  difficult  ma- 
**  nosuvres.*'  I  was  then  thirty-fcvcn, 
I  briefly  replied,  "  Your  excellence 
<*  miftakes  my  charafter;  I  did  not 
**  come  to  Vienna,  to  fcrve  as  an 
"  invalid  major.  My  curators  have 
**  taken  good  care  I  fhould  have  no 
"money  to  purchafej  but,  had  I 
**  millions,  I  would  never  obtaift 
<'  rank  in  the  army  by  that  mode." 
\  (quitted  the  room  with  a  flirug. — 

The 
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The  next  day  I  addreflcd  a  memorial 
to  the  Emprefs,  which,  had  I  room, 
might  here  deferve  to  be  wholly 
inferted.  I  did  not  re-dcmand  my 
Sclavonian  eftates,  I  only  petitioned, 

Firfl: — That  thofe  who  had  carried 
off  quintals  of  filver  and  gold,  ^rom^ 
the  prcmifca,  and  had  rendered  no 
account,  either  to  me  or  the  trca- 
fury,  Ihould  be  obliged  to  refund  ac 
Icaft  a  part. 

Secondly — That  they  (hould  be 
obliged  to  return  the  thirty-fix  thou- 
fand  florins,  which  had  been  illegal- 
ly fequcftcred  from  my  family  inhe- 
ritance, and  applied  to  a  hofpital. 

Thirdly — That  the  thirty- fix thou- 
fand  florins  might  be  repaid,  wh^h 
Count  GraflTtlkowitz  had  deducted 
from  the  allodial  eftates,  for  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pandours,  who 
had  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  the  Em- 
prefs :   I  not  being  in  juftice  bound 

to 
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to  pay  for  the  lives  of  men,  out  of 
my  private  purfc,  who  had  died  glo- 
rioufly  in  defence  of  the  Emprefs. 

Fourthly — I  required  that  fifteen 
thoufand  florins  whieh  had  been  de- 
dufled  from  my  capital,  and  applied 
to  the  Bohemian  fortificationsjfliould, 
likcwife,  be  reftored,  together  with 
the  fifteen  thoufand  which  had  been 
unduely  paid  to  the  regiment  of 
Trenck. 

Fifthly— I  reclaimed  the  twelve 
thoufand  florins,  which  I  had  been 
robbed  of  at  Dantzic,  by  the  treach- 
ery of  the  Imperial  refident,  Abram- 
fon;  and  public  fatisfaftion  from  the 
magiftracy  of  Dantzic,  who  had  de- 
livered me  up,  fo  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  to  the  Prufllan 
power. 

Thefe  articles,  and  others,  con- 
tained in  the  memorial,  were  indif- 
putable  claims,  not  being  included 

ia 
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jn  the  renunciation  I  had,  fome  weeks 
before,  been  obliged  to  fign. 

I,  likewife,  claimed  the  cuftomary 
interefl:  of  fix  per  cent,  for  the  capi- 
tal of  feventy-fix  thoufand  florins, 
detained  by  the  Hungarian  chamber, 
which  would  amount  to  twenty  thou- 
fand florins;  I  having  been  allowed 
only  five  per  cent,  and  at  lafl:  four. 

I  more  particularly  inflft:ed  on  the 
Tcfloration  of  my  Sclavonian  efl:ates, 
and  a  proper  allowance  for  improve- 
ments, which  the  very  fentence  of 
the  court  had  granted,  and  which 
amounted  to  eighty  thoufand  flo- 
rins. 

I  intreated!  I  petitioned  an  arbi- 
trator; 1  humbly  folicited  juftice 
concerning'  incontrovertible  rights, 
but  nothing  I  obtained,  not  fo  much 
as  an  anfwcr  to  this  and  a  hundred 
other  flmilar  petitions! 

I  muft 
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I  muft  here  fpeak  of  my  account- 
ants, and  of  tranfaftions  during  mj 
imprifonment.  —  I  had  bought  a 
houfe  in  Vienna,  in  the  year  1750, 
fituated  in  the  Teinfaltftrafle ;  the 
price  was  fixteen  thoufand  florins, 
thirteen  thoufand  of  which  I  had 
paid  at  different  inftalments.  The 
receipts  were  among  my  writings  : 
thefe  writings,  together  with  my 
other  effe6ls,  were  taken  from  me  at 
Dantzic,  in  the  year  1754.  Tliie  colo- 
nel and  quarter-mafter  and  all  perfons 
of  the  regiment,  of  whom  I  might  re- 
quire any  account,  were  dead,  in  the 
interim,  nor  have  I,  to  this  hour, 
been  able  to  learn  more  than  ihat 
my  writings  were  fent  to  the  admi- 
niflrators  of  my  affairs"  at  Vienna. 
Withrefpedl  to  my  horfes,  efie(5ls,and 
property  at  Dantzic,  in  what  man- 
ner thefe  were  difpofed  of  no  one 
could  or  would  fay. 

6  After 
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After  being  rcleafcd  from  my  dun- 
geon at  Magdeburg,  I  inquired  con- 
cerning my  houfe,  but  no  longer 
found  it  mine.  Thofe  who  had  got- 
ten pofTefllon  of  my  writings  muft 
have  reftored  the  acquittances  to  the 
feller,  confcquently,  he  could  re- 
demand  the  whole  fum.  My  houfe, 
however,  was  in  other  hands,  and  I 
was  brought  in  debtor  fix  thoufand 
florins,  for  intereft  and  cofts  of  fuit. 
Thus  were  houfe  and  money  for- 
ever gone,  beyond  redemption  !— 
Whom  can  I  accufc  ? 

Again.  —  I  had  two  years  main- 
tained, at  my  own  expence,  Lieu- 
tenant Schroeder,  who  had  defcrt- 
ed  from  Giatz,  and  for  whom  I 
afterwards  obtained  a  captain's  com- 
miOion  in  the  guard  of  Prince  Efler- 
hazy,  at  Eifenftadc.  His  own  mif- 
condu(5t  caufed  him  to  be  cafliiered 
and   become  a  beggar.     In  my  ad- ' 

miniftrators 
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miniftrators  accounts  I  found  the  fol- 
lowing article  : 

"  To  Captain  Schroeder,  for  capi- 
*<  tal,  intereft,  and  cofts  of  fuit,  fix- 
«  teen  hundred  florins." 

It  was  certain,  I  was  not  a  penny 
indebted  to  this  perfon  :  I,  however, 
had  no  redrefs,  having  been,  as  be- 
fore related,  obliged  to  pafs,  and 
fign,  all  their  accounts.  - 

I,  four  years  afterward,  obtained 
information  concerning  this  affair: 
I  met  Schroeder,  by  accident,  as 
he  was  afking  alms,  near  St.  Ste- 
phen's j  knew  him,  took  him  home 
with  me,  and  enquired  whether  he 
had  aftually  received  thefe  fixteen 
hundred  florins.  He  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative.  "  No  one  believed 
^*  you  would  ever  more  have  feen  the 
«*  licrht.  1  knew  you  had  afriendfhip 
"  for  me,  and  would  willingly  ferve 

**  me. 
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*'  me,  anJ,  all  being  loft  to  you,  that 
*'  you  would  give  fomediing  to  relieve 
*'  my  extreme  necefTities.  I  went  and 
*'  fpoke  to  Dr.  Berger^  he  agreed  wc 
"  fliould    halve    the   fum,    and    his 
"  contrivance  was,  I  rhouldmakeoath 
"  I  had  lent  you   a  thoufand  florins, 
"  without  having  received  your  note. 
*'  The  money  was  paid  me   by  M. 
"  Fraucnbcrger,    to   whom   I    mud 
"  fend  a  prefcnt  of  Tokay,  for  Ma- 
*'  dam  Hüttner." 

Oh !  Excellent!  This  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  my  curators  took  care  of 
my  property  !  Many  fimilar  inflances 
I  could  produce,  but  I  am  too  much 
agitated  by  the  recollcdion.  I  mull, 
Jiowever,  fpeak  a  word  concernin.cr 
who  and  what  my  curators  were. 

The  court  counfellor,  Kempf,  was 

my    adminiflrator,    and    counfellor 

Huttner  my  referendary.     The  fub- 
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ftitiite  of  Kempf  was  Frauenberger, 
who,  being  obliged  to  ad  as  a  com- 
mifiary  ckrk,  at  Prague,  during  the 
war,  could  not  attend  to  affairs  at 
Vienna,  but  appointed  one  Krebs  as 
a  fub-fubftitute  :  whether  M.  Krebs 
had  alfo  a  fub-lub-fubftitute,  is  more 
than  I  am  able  to  fay. 

Doftor  Bcrtracker  was  Fidei  com- 
inijfcumtcr,  though  there  was  no 
legal  Fidei  commiJJ'um  exifting.  Doc- 
tor Berger,  as  Fidei  commiff-advo- 
cate,  was  fuperintendent  over  them 
rdl,  and,  to  them  all,  falaries  were  to 
be  paid. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  was  the 
weic^hty  bufmefs  this  noble  com- 
pany had  to  tranfaft.  I  had  feven- 
ty-fix  thoufand  florins  in  the  Hun- 
garian chamber,  the  interefl:  of 
Avhich  was  yearly  to  be  received, 
and  added  to  the  capital :  this  was 
their  whole  employment,  and  this 

was 
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was  certainly    Co    trifling   that  any 
honed  man  would  have  performed 
it  gratis.    Kempf,   having,   luckily, 
got  a  fat  capon,  wiHicd  to  pJuck   it 
in   company  with  his   old   croney; 
he,    therefore,  gave  him   an  office. 
The  war  made  money  fcarcc,  and 
the   difcounting   of  bills  wich  my 
ducats  was  a  profitable  trade  to  my 
curators.       Had    it    been    properly 
and    honeaiy  employed,   I   fhould, 
certainly,    have   found    my   capital 
increafed,  after  ray  ten  years  impri- 
fonment,  full  fixty  thoufand  florins. 
Tnftead   of  thefe,    I   received   three 
thoufand  florins  at  Prague,   and  no- 
thing more;   and,  in  comoenfition, 
found  my  capital  diminiihed  fevea 
thoufand  florins. 

Frauenberger    and    Berger    died 

richi  and,  the  fuperior  being  obiio^d 

to  protect  h:m  whom  he  had  an- 

ployed  as  a  deputy,  I  muft  be  eter- 
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nally  confined  as  a  madman,  left  this 
worthy    deputy   Ihould   have    been 
proved  a  rogue.     This  is  the  clue  to 
the  acquittal  1  was  obliged  to   fign. 

Madam  K was,  at  that  time,  a 

lady  of  the  bedchamber  at  court: 
fhe  could  approach  the  throne  j  her 
chamber  employments,  indeed,  pro- 
cured her  the  keys  of  doors  that,  to 
•me,  were  eternally  locked. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this,  Kempf  ap- 
plied to  the  Emprefs,  informed  her 
ihey  were,  indeed,  acquitted,  but  not 
recompenfed,  and  thjt  Frauenberg 
required  four  ihoufand  fiorins  for 
remuneration.  The  Emprefs  laid 
an  interdidt  on  the  half  of  my  in- 
come and  penfion.  Thus  was  I 
obliged  to  live  in  poverty,  thus 
'  banilhed  the  Auftrian  dominions, 
where  m-y  feventy-fix  thoufand  flo- 
rins were  reduced  to  fixty-three, 
the     intereft     of    which    I     could 

or-ly 
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only  receive,  and  that  burthened 
by  the  above  interdi(5l,  the  Ftdei 
commiJJ'um,  and  adminiftnuorfliip.  Of 
all  thcfe  cxadions,  none  fo  nearly, 
ib  much,  afFe(5led  me,  as  that  of 
being  obliged  to  prefent  four  thou- 
fand  florins  to  the  man  by  whom 
my  affairs  had  been  thus  admini- 
(lered. 

The  Emprefs,  indeed,  during  my 
fickncfs,  ordered,  as  an  cfpecial  fa- 
vour, that  my  captain's  pay,  during 
my  ten  year's  imprifonment,  fhould 
be  given  me,  amounting  to  eight 
thoufand  florins  ;  which  pay  flie  alfo 
fettled  on  me  as  a  penfion.  By  this 
penfion,  however,  I  never  profited  ; 
for,  during  twenty-three  years,  th  .c 
and  more  was  fwallowed  by  journics 
to  Vienna,  chicanery  of  courtiers, 
agents,  advocates,  and  cofls  of  fuit. 
Of  the  eight  thoufand  florins  three 
were  ftolen  during  my  illnef^i ;  the 
M  3  court 
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tourt  phyfician  muft  be  paid  thrice 
as  much  as  another,  and  what  re- 
mained, after  my  recovery,  was  funk 
in  the  preparations  I  made,  to  feek 
my  fortune  elfcNvhere.  1  had,  be- 
fide,  eight  thoufand  florins  to  repay, 
which  had  been  advanced  "by  my 
friends  while  in  my  dimgfon  j  four 
thoufand  of  which  were  fenc  to  Ge- 
neral Riedt  at  Berlin. 

Thus  have  I  been  rendered  (6 
poor  that  I  have  never  been  able 
to  repay  my  fifter's  children  the 
money  their  mother  advanced,  while 
my  kind  friends,  at  Vienna,  have 
dignified   me    wirh   the   name  of  a 

difcontented  man. 

■  ** 

How  far  my  captain's   pay    was 

matter  of  right,  or  matter  of  favour, 

let   the  world  judge,    being  told   I 

went  in  the  fervice  of  Vienna  to  the 

city  of  Dantzic.     Neither  did   this 

rtftitution  of  pay  equal  the  furn   I 

had 


had    fent   the   imperial    minifter   to 
obtain    my   freedom.     It   has    been 
afTcrted  the  Emprcfs  delivered  me 
from  imprifünment.     But  no,  I  po- 
ficively  declare  the  contrary.     1  re- 
mained nine  months  in  my  dungeon 
after  t!ie  articles  v/ere   figned,  un- 
thought  of,   and,  when   mentioned, 
by  the  Auftrians,  the  King  had  twice 
rcjei^ed  the   propofal  of  my    being 
fet  free.     The   affair   aflually  hap- 
pened as  follows,  according  to  the 
account  I  received  from   their  royal 
highnefles    Prince     Henry,    Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,    and,  par- 
ticularly, from  the  minifter.   Count 
Hertzberg.     General  Riedt  had  re- 
ceived my  ten  thoufand  florins  full 
fix  months,  and  feemed  to  remem- 
ber me   and   my   imprifonment    no 
more.     One  Gala  day,  however,  on 
the   21  ft   of  December,    the    King 
happened  to  be  in  an  extraordinary 
M  4  good 
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good  humour,  and  her  majcfty  the 
Queen,  the  Princefs  Amelia,  and  the 
prefent  monarch,  faid  to  the  imperial 

minifter "  Tiiis  is  a  fit  opportu- 

"  nity  for  you  to  fpcak  in  behalf  of 
"  Trenck."  He,  accordingly,  wait- 
ed his  time,  did  fpeak,  and  the  King 
replied,  '*  Yes." 

The  joy  of  the  whole  company 
appeared  fo  great  that  Frederic,  the 
Greati  was  offended ! 

Other  circumftances,  which  con- 
tributed to  promote  this  affair,  the 
reader  will  eafijy  colic-6t  from  my 
hiilory.  That  there  were  perfons 
in  Vienna  who  earnellly  defired  to 
detain  me  in  prifon  is  indubitable, 
from  their  proceedings  after  my  re- 
turn. My  friends  at  Berlin,  my 
own  exertion.«,  and  my  money,  were 
my  deliverers. 

For  fomc  weeks  after  I  firfl  ob- 
tained my  freedom,  I  was  generally 

ab  fen  t 
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abfcnt  in  mind,  and  det-p  in  thought. 
This  was  a  hahit  I  had  acquired  in 
prilbn,  and  the  objedh  of  fight  ap- 
peared but  as  the  vifions  of  fleep. 
1  often  flopped  in  the  ftreets,  dared 
around  me,  doubted  my  own  exift- 
ence,  and  bit  my  finger,  in  order  to 
convince  myfclf  I  was  really  awake 
and  alive. 

How  trifling,  how  infignificanr, 
does  the  poor  pageantry  of  greatnefs 
appear  to  me  at  this  time  !  A  thou- 
fand  peoplf,  varioufly  bedecked  in 
all  their  finery,  wait  expelling  the  ap- 
pearance of  Tome  extraordinary  per- 
fonage!  The  doors  are  thrown  open! 
An  elderly  matron  enters  !  Gracioufly 
fmiles,  and  every  body  moll  humbly 
fmiles  alfo!  She  afks  a  few  queftions, 
concerning  the  wind  and  weailier, 
of  an  old  prieft  in  a  red  cap  and 
(lockings,  then  addreffcs  herfelf  to 
an  infignificanc  Efop,  on  whom  all 
M  5  eagerly 
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«agcrly  prefs  forward  to  fawn  !  The 
good  Lady  retires,  and  the  hubbub  of 
the  fynagogue  enfues,  and  this  is 
called  a  levee  !  Nor  to  this  fublinne 
honour  may  men  of  honefl:  hearts, 
the  friends  of  virtue,  or  their  coun- 
try, find  admittance  :  they  have  not 
the  proper  key,  or,  having  it,  hold 
it  in  contempt.  Oh,  man  !  What  art 
thou  when  called  great  and  honour- 
able !  What  art  thy  thoughts,  what 
thy  dream.s  !  Doft  thou  call  thyielf 
a   man    of   reafon,    a    philofopher? 

What  doft  thou  then  at  courts  ? 

By  me  they  have  long  been  avoided. 
Walking  round  the  ramparts  of 
Vienna,  having  recovered  from  my 
ficknefs,  the  vivifying  fpring,  and 
the  brand  expanfe  of  heaven,  in- 
fpired  a  ccnfcioufnefs  of  pi'efent 
freedom  and  of  pleafure  indefcriba- 
ble. '"  I'  heard  the  morning  fong  of 
the  lark.     My  heart  palpitated,  my 

pulfe 
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piilfe  quickenetl,  the  blood  trickled 
through  my  veins  witli  delight,  fori 
felt  I  was  a  man,  and  recol levied  I  was 
not  in  chains.  Happen,  faid  I,  v/hat 
may,  I  fear  not  futurity  fo  long  as 
my  feet,  my  will,  and  my  heart,  arc 
free,  and,  like  yonder  lark,  I  can 
remove  from  land  to  land.  My 
foul  poured  forth  its  thankfulnefs 
for  this  confcioufnefs  of  freedom, 
and  I  determined  to  fly  Vienna,  and 
feck  fome  corner  of  the  world  where 
virtue  has  notliing  to  fear  from  tl::e 
tongues  of  flanderers,  the  commands 
of  courts,  or  the  arbitrary  will  of 
monarchs.  * 

If  I  went  into  any  large  compa- 
nies, their  prattle  fo  diftra6led  my 
mind,  and  the  lights  fo  overpowered 
my  eyes,  t'nat  I  returned  home  with 
head-ach,  laflitude,  and  melancholy. 

An  accident  hippened  which  fur- 

tliered  my  projed.     Marlhal  Lau- 

dohn  was  going  to  Aix  la  Chapelle, 

M  6  to 
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CO  take  the  waters.  I  had  always 
perfonally  honoured  and  loved  this 
general  when  he  was  no  more  than 
a  captain  of  pandours  in  my  coufin*s 
regiment.  He  went  to  take  his 
leave  of  the  Countefs  Paar ;  I  was 
prefentj  the  Emprefs  entered  the 
chamber,  and,  the  converfation  turn- 
ing on  Laudohn's  journey,  faid  to 
me,  "  The  baths,  alfo,  are  necefiary 
"  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  your 
"  health,  Trenck."  1  was  ready, 
and  followed  him  in  two  days,  where 
we  remained  about  three  months. 

Here  we  were  flared  at  as  flrange 
animals.  All  the  world  wifhed  to 
fee  him  becaufe  of  his  fame  in  war, 
and  me  becaufe  of  my  fufferings. 
The  fociety  of  this  worthy  general 
poured  balm  into  my  wounded  foul. 
He  v»'as  as  well  acquainted  with 
Vienna  as  myfelf :  his  fortitude  and 

magna.- 
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magnanimity    had    conquered    his 
enemies.      What    he    was    he    had 
made  himfelf. 

The  mode  of  life  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  and  Spa  pleafed  me,  where 
men  of  all  nations  meet,  and  where 
princes  are  obliged  to  mingle  with 
pcrfons  of  all  ranks,  if  they  wifh 
to  feek  converfation,  and  would  not 
renounce  fociety.  One  day,  here, 
procured  me  more  pleafure,  efteem, 
and  friendfhip,  than  a  whole  life  in 
Vienna. 

1  fcarcely  had  remained  here  a 
month  before  my  ever  good  friend, 
the  Countefs  Paar,  wrote  to  me  that 
the  Emprefs  had  provided  for  me, 
and  would  make  my  fortune  as  foon 
as  I  fiiould  return  to  Vienna.  I  en- 
deavoured, by  my  agents,  to  dif- 
cover  in  what  this  good  fortune 
confided,  but  ineffeaually.  I  hoped 
every  thing  from  the  Emprefs,  who 

well 
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well  knew  my  hard  dediny.  The 
death  of  the  Emperor  Francis  at 
Infpruck  occaHoned  the  return  of 
General  Uudohn,  and  I  followed 
him,  on  foot,  to  Vienna. 

By  means  of  the  Countefs  Paar,  I 
obtained  an  audience  in  a  few  days. 
The  Emprefs  received  me  gracioufly, 
and  ü\d  to  me,   "  I    will  prove  to 
«  you,  Trenck,  that  1  keep  my  word. 
«'  1    have    infurcd   your   fortune  j    I 
"  will  give  you  a   rich   and  prudent 
«^  wife."  I  replied,   *'  Moft  gracious 
«  Sovereign,  I  cannot  determine   to 
«  marry,  and,  if  I  could,  m.y  choice 
«'  is  already  made,  at  Aix  la  Cha- 

«{  pelle," "  How  1  are  you  mar- 

cc  ricd  then  ?" "  Not  yet,  pleafe 

«  your  Majefty." "  Are  you  pro- 

c.  ^ifedr" «  Yes."- "  VYell, 

<*  well,  no  matter  for  that,  I  will 
«  take  care  ofthat  afiair;  I  am  de- 
«*  termined  on  marrying  you  to  the 

««rich 
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"  rich  widow  of  M ,  and  /he  ap- 

**  proves  my  choice.  She  is  a  very 
"  good  kind  of  woman,  and  has 
"  fifty  tJioufand  florins  a  year.  You 
"  are  in  want  of  fuch  a  wife." 

I  was  thiinder-ftruck.  This  lovely 
bride  was  an  old  canting  hypocrite, 
of  fixty  three,  extremely  covetous, 
and  a  termagant.  I  anfwered,  "  I 
''  mull  frankly  fpeak  truth  to  your 
"  Majeßy;  I  cannot  confent,  did  (he 
"  poflefs  the  treafures  of  the  whole 
"  earth.  I  feck  happinefs,  and  not 
"  mifery.  I  have  made  my  choice, 
"  and  given  my  word  of  honour, 
"  which,  as  an  honefl  man,  1  mufl: 
"  not  break."  The  angry  Emprefs 
regarded  me  with  contempt,  and 
laid,  "  Your  unhappinefs  is  your 
"  own  work.  Adl  as  you  think 
"  proper ;  I  have  done."  Here 
my  audience  ended,  and,  thus  dif- 
miiTed,   I  bade   an  eternal  adieu  to 

any 
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any  hope  of  reward  from  emprefles, 
and  kings. 

Had  I  been  inclined  to  make 
my  fortune,  by  marrying  an  old 
woman,  I  might,  long  before,  in  1750, 
have  married  one  in  Holland,  worth 
three  millions.  This  propofal  was 
to  recompenfe  me  for  the  lofs  of  my 
Sclavonian  eftates,  and  all  my  other 
innumerable  afflidions.  Compli- 
ance was,  moreover,  impolTible  j  I 
was  beloved,  in  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
where  mutual  affedlion,  reafon, 
beauty,  worth,  and  an  exalted  mind, 
all  promifed  future  happinefs. 

I  was  not  actually  affianced,  at 
that  time,  to  my  prefent  wife,  but 
love  determined  me  to  return,  to 
improve  an  intimacy  fo  far  ad- 
vanced. 

Marfhal  Laudohn  knew  my  mif- 
trefs,  and  promoted  the  match.     He 

was  acquainted  with  my  heart,  and 

the 
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the  warmth  of  my  palTions,  per- 
ceived 1  could  not  conquer  the  fecret 
dcfire  of  vengeance  on  men,  by 
whom  I  had  been  fo  cruelly,  fo  wick- 
edly treated.  Me,  and  my  friend, 
Piofeflbr  Geliert,  whom  I  vifited  at 
Lcipfic,  both  advifed  me  to  take  this 
mode  of  calming  paflions,  that  often 
infpired  projefls  too  vail,  and  that, 
fceking  tranquillity,  I  (hould  fly 
the  commerce  of  the  great. 

This  friendly  counfcl  was  fe- 
conded  by  my  own  wiflies.  I  re- 
turned to  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in 
December,  1765,  and  married  the 
youngeft  daughter  of  the  for- 
mer Burgomafter  De  Broe.  He 
was  dead  :  he  had  lived  on  his  own 
cftate  at  Bruflels,  where  my  wife 
was  born,  and  educated.  He  had 
been  called  to  this  honourable  office, 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Aix  la  Chapelle.     He  was 

tha 
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the  defcendant  of  an  ancient  and 
noble  fanr^ily,  in  the  province  of 
Arcoisj  and  fome  of  his  predeccfTors, 
who  pofiefled  eftates  near  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  had,  I  know  not  for  what 
reafon,  accepted  the  dignity  of 
knights  of  the  Roman  Empire.  My 
wife's  mother  was  fifter  to  the  vice- 
chancellor  of  Dufleldorf,  Baron 
Roberte,  Lord  of  Roland. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  at  Vi- 
enna, that  one  of  the  two  Burgo- 
mafters  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  muft  al- 
ways be  elecled  from  a  noble  fa- 
mily, and  the  other  from  the  citi- 
zens. My  children,  therefore,  can 
prove  their  defcent  to  be  noble,  both 
by  the  male  and  female  line. 

My  wife  has  been  with  me  m 
mofl  parts  of  Europe,  where  (he 
has  always  been  efteemed  as  fhc' 
deferved.  She  then  was  young, 
handfbme,  v/orthy  and  virtuous,  has 

borne 
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borne  me  eleven  children,  all  of 
whom  Ihe  has  nurfcd  herlclf;  eight 
of  them  are  ftill  living,  and  have 
been  properjy  educated.  God  grant 
I  may  be  enabled  ever  to  provide 
for  her  as  flie  deferves,  and  as  is  my 
duty.  Two-  and  twenty  years  ha» 
Ihe  borne  a  part  in  all  my  fufFer- 
ings,  and  well  dellrves  reward. 

During  my  late  fliort  abode  at 
Vienna,  I  made  one  efFort  more,  I 
fought  an  audience  from  the  pre- 
fent  Emperor  Jofeph,  related  all  that 
had  happened  to  me,  and  particu- 
larly remarked  fuch  defects  as  I 
had  obferved  in  the  government  and 
regulations  of  the  country.  He 
gave  me  an  attentive  hearing,  proved 
his  defire  to  increafe  the  happinefs 
of  his  people,  and  commanded  me 
to  commie  my  thoughts  to  writing. 
This  I   accordingly  performed,  llat- 

ing,  with   precifionj   and  unreferve, 

the 
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the  obfervations  I  had  made  on  af- 
fairs, civil,  military,  and  econo- 
mical. 

Might  I  rublifli  this  writing,  I 
am  perfjaded  it  would  do  me  no 
difhcnour,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fhew 
the  monarch  has,  long  fince,  pro» 
fited,  by  many  of  the  improvements 
therein  fuggefled.  My  memorial 
was  gracioufly  received  j  all  I  peti- 
tioned for  was  fecrecy,  having 
therein  named  feveral  perfons,  who 
were  again  capable  of  making  me 
wretched.  I,  farther,  gave  a  more 
ample  account  of  what  had  hap- 
pened to  me  in  various  countries, 
and  which  prudence  has  occafioned 
me  to  exprefs  more  cautioufly,  and 
darkly,  in  thefe  pages.  My  memo- 
rial, though  gracioufly  received, 
produced  no  effe6^,  and  I  haftened 
back  to  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

For  feme  few  years,  1   lived  here 

in 
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in  peace;  my  hoiilV  was  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  fui\  people,  who  came 
to  take  the  waters.  I  bergan  to  be 
more  knovvn,  and  every  where  pro- 
cured myfelf  friends,  among  the 
very  firft,  and  be  ft  people. 

I  alfo  vifited  Profeflbr  Geliert  at 
Leipfic,  fhewed  him  my  maniifcripts, 
and  a(ked  his  advice,  concerning 
what  branch  of  literature  he  thought 
it  was  probable  I  might  befb  fucceed 
in.  He  mofl  approved  my  fables 
and  tales,  but  blamed  the  excefTive 
freedom,  with  which  I  fpoi^e,  in  my 
political  writings.  I  negieflcd  his 
advice,  and  many  enfuing  calamities 
were  the  confcquence. 

My  wife  brought  me  a  fon  in 
December  1766,  and  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  writing  to  the  youth- 
ful monarch  at  Vienna.  Though 
publidied  in  my  writings,  under  the 
title  of  Belifarius   to   the  Emperor 

Juftinian, 
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Juftinian,   I   think    it    neceffary   to 
infert  what  follows  here. 

*'  Your  Majefty  is  informed  of 
**  my  marriage.  My  wife  has  borne 
"  me  a  fon,  whom  I  have  chriftened 
"  Jofeph.  The  imperial  chamber- 
"  lain.  Colonel  and  Baron  Rippenda, 
"  ftood  fponfor,  by  proxy,  for  your 
**  Majefty.  This  was  done  with- 
*'  out  firft  obtaining  your  Majefty's 
"  confent.  I  flattered  myfelf  your 
*'  Majefty  would  gracioufly  be  pleaf- 
"  ed,  thus  far,  to  honour  me,  know- 
"  ing  my  loyalty,  and  my  misfor- 
**  tunes.  It  is,  indeed,  my  hope 
*'  that  my  conduft  will  pi-ocure 
*'  from  your  Majefty  a  more  happy 
*•  futurity.  This  fon  I  ftiall  educate 
*^  in  the  fame  loyal  principles,  and, 
'*  rather  than  depart  from  them,  he 
"  ftiall  imbibe  poifon  from  his  mo- 
"  ther's  breaft. 

"  Moft  gracious  Emperor,  while 

"  I  live 
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*'  I  live  he  will  be  provided  for,  but, 
*'  at  my  death,  then  muft  he  fay  to 
*'  his  fovereign,  I  am  the  Ton,  and 
"  rightful  heir,  of  both  the  Trencks, 
'*  whofe  lands,  and  pofieflions,  have 
*'  been  fcized,  by  ftrangers,  and  ali- 
**  ens.  I  look  up  to  yoUj  gracious 
"  Sovereign,  as  a  proteding  Deity 
*'  for  my  poor  children.  Nlay  your 
"  Majefty  participate  my  joy,  and 
'^  gracioufly  vvclcome  this  new  citi- 
"  zen  of  the  world.  May  it  alfo 
*'  pleafe  you  to  inform  me  whe- 
"  ther  it  be  your  gracious  pleafure 
*'  I  fhould  farther  prefent  my 
"  thoughts  in  writing,  for  your  high 
"  infpedion.  My  enemies  at  Vi- 
"  enna  daily  increafe  in  ftrength, 
"  but  on  your  fovereign  protection 
"  I  rely,  and,  whatever  may  be  my 
"  fate,  (hall,  mofl  faithfully,  and 
"  eternally,  remain  the  loyal  fervant 

''  of 
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*^  of  my  Emperor  and  my  coun- 
"  try, 

"TRENCK." 

I  have,  at  prefent,  my  reafons  for 
inferting  the  following  anfwer,  which 
was  written  by  the  Emperor's  own 
hand,  and  is  ftill  in  my  pofleflion. 

**  Dear  Major  Trenck, 
"  I  am  well  pleafed  that  you  have 
"  chriftened  your  fon  Jofeph,  and 
"  have  chofen  Colonel  Rippenda  as 
"  my  proxy.  As  a  proof  of,.jny 
"  good  wifhes  toward  you,  I  häVe, 
<*  for  manifeft  reafons,  ordered  that, 
"  henceforth,  you  fhall  receive  your 
«*  pay  at  BrufTels,  inftead  of^^ienna, 
**  Continue  to  fend  me  your  writ- 
"ings;  I  am  pleafed  to  be  in- 
"  formed  of  the  truth;  but  they 
*'  will  give  me  more  fatisfadlion, 
"  fhould  you  fend  them  fimplc  and 

**  unadorned. 
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"  unadorned,  than  in  their  former 
"  iatirical  diefs. 

"  I  am  yours, 

"  J  O  S  E  P  H." 

I  foon  afterward  received  orders 
to  correfpond  with  his  Majefty's  pri- 
vate fecretary.  Baron  Roder ;  what 
this  correfpondence  was  mufl  not 
here  be  told  :  fuffice  it  to  fay,  my 
attempts  to  ferve  my  country  were 
fruftratedj  I  faw  defers  too  clearly, 
fpoke  my  thoughts  too  frankly, 
and  wanted  fufficient  humility  ever 
to  obtain  favour. 

In  the  year  1767  I  wrote  the 
Macedonian  Hero,  which  became  as 
famous  throughout  all  Germany  as 
my  Eule7iJpiegeL  (The  Malicious 
Wag.)  The  poem  did  me  honour, 
but  entailed  new  perfecutions ;  yer, 
having  wrote  it,  I  never  could  re- 
^«^•^^-  N  pent: 
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pent :  1  have  had  the  honour  of  pre- 
ienting  it  to  five  reigning  princes, 
by  none  of  whom  it  has  been  burnt. 
The  Fmprefs,  alone,  was  highly 
enraged.  I  had  fpoken  as  Nathan 
did  to  David,  and  the  Jefuits  now 
openly  became  my  enemies. 

The  following  vile  trick  was 
played  me  in  the  year  1768.  A 
friend,  in  Brufllls,  was  commiffioned 
to  receive  my  quarterly  pay,  from 
whom  I  learnt  an  interdifl  had  been 
laid  upon  it  by  the  court  called  Hof- 
kriegfrath,  at  Vienna,  in  which  I 
had  been  condemned  to  pay  a  note 
of  feven  hundred  florins  to  one 
Bufly,  with  fourteen  years  intereft. 

Bufly  was  a  known  fv.'indler.  I 
was  confcious  no  man  on  earth  had 
any  fuch  claim  :  I,  therefore,  jour- 
neyed, poft-hafte,  to  Vienna.  No 
hearing,  no  fatisfaftory  account  was 
to  be  obtained.     The  anfwer  was: 

Res 
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Res  jam  judicata  cß\  fenrence  is  pad, 
thtrcfbre  all  furLher  attempts  are  too 
late. 

I  applied  to  the  Emperor  Jofeph, 
pledged  my  honour,  and  my  head, 
to  prove  the  falfification  of  this  note; 
and  intreated  a  revifion  of  the  caule. 
Ivly  requefl:  was  granted,  and  my  at- 
torney, Weyhrauch,  was  an  upright 
man.  When  he  began  to  fpeak,  and 
requefl:  a  day  of  revifion  to  be  ap- 
pointed, he  was  threatened  to  be 
committed  by  the  referendary,  Zetto, 
Ihould  he  undertake  to  interfere  and 
defend  the  aftairs  of  Trenck.  He 
anfwered,  "firmly,  "  His  defence  is 
**  my  bufinefs  in  this  place  :  I  know 
"  my  caufe  to  be  good."  Silence 
was  impofed,  and  nothing  further 
done 

Four   months  did   I  continue  in 

Vienna  before  the  day  was  appointed 
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to  revifc  this  caufe.  It  now  appear- 
ed evidently  there  were  erafures  and 
holes  through  the  paper,  in  three 
places  :  all  in  court  were  convinced 
the  claim  ought  to  be  annulled,  and 
the  claimant  punifhed.  Zetro,  not- 
withftanding,  ordered  the  parties  to 
withdraw,  and  then  fo  managed  that 
the  judges  refolvcd  the  cafe  muft  be 
a^ain  laid  before  the  court,  with  for- 
mal written  proofs. 

This  gave  time  for  new  knavery: 
I  was  obliged  to  return  to  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  and  four  years  elapfed  be- 
fore this  affair,  clear  as  the  meridian 
fun,  was  decided.  Two  priefts,  in 
the  interim,  who  were  fuch  as  fa- 
ther confeflbrs  to  convents  ufually 
are,  took  falfe  oaths  that  they  had 
adlually  feen  me  receive  the  money. 
At  length,  however,  I  proved  that 
the  note  was  dated  a  year  after  1  had 
been  imprifoned  at  Magdeburg,  I, 

con- 
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confequeiuly,  could    not   give    any 
fuch  note  in  Vienna.     Nay,  farther, 
my   attorney  proved   the   very  writs 
of  the  court  had,  like  wife,  been  falfi- 
ficd.      Zetto,    the    referendary,    and 
Bufly,were  abfolutely  the  forgers,  but 
1  happened  to  be  too  aflivc,  and  my 
attorney  too  honeft,  to  lofe  this  caufe. 
I  was  obliged   to   make  three   very 
expenfivc  journies  from  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  to  Vienna,  left  judgment  fhould 
go  by  default.     Sentence  at  lad  was 
neceflarily    pronounced;    I    gained 
my  caufc,  and  the  note  was  declared 
a  forgery,  but  the  cofts,  amounting 
to  three  thoufand  five  hundred  florins, 
1  was  obliged  to  pay,  for  BufTy  could 
not ;  nor  was  he  corporally  puniflied, 
though  at  laft  driven  from  Vienna  for 
his  villainous  a6ts.     Zetto,  however, 
ftill  continued  referendary,  ftill  con- 
tinued, for  eighteen  years,    my  bar- 
barous   perfecutor;    till,    not    long 
N  3  ^^"^^* 
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fince,  he  was  deprived  of  his  office, 
and  condemned  to  the  houfe  of  cor- 
re(5l'on. 

May  no  fuch  judgments  ever 
again  be  given  in  courts  at  Vienna  i 
whtre,  perhaps,  I  am  the  only 
one  whofe  perfeverance  and  courage 
would  have  demonftrated  their  in- 
julticc.  But  this  perfeverance,  this 
courage,  have  made  thefe  courts  my 
enemits,  as  I  have  fince  bitterly  ex- 
perienced. Too  late  was  Zetto  pu- 
nifhed  for  the  welfare  of  many  a 
widow  and  orphan,  and  Hill  arc 
numerous  of  his  vile  pra(5tices  un- 
known. 

This  caufe  excited  many  remarks 
at  Vienna;  I  gained  much  honour, 
but  more  cxpence  and  trouble.  I 
•took  this  opportunity  to  folicit  Juf- 
tice  in  my  other  affairs,  but  to  little 
purpofe,  except  that  the  world  be- 

san 
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pan  to  know  me   better,  and   afford 
nie  fomewhat  more  of  its  pity. 

My  knowledge  of  the  world  in- 
creafed  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  where 
men  of  all  nations  and  chTraifters 
met,  particularly  Englilli.  In  tht; 
morning  I  might  converfe  with  a 
lord  in  oppofition,  in  the  afrtrnooii 
with  an  orator  of  the  King's  party ; 
and  at  night  with  an  honeft  man  of 
no  party.  In  converfation  like  this 
knowledge  is  acquired  and  imparted. 
I  fent  Hungarian  wine  into  England, 
France,  Holland,  and  the  Empire; 
this  occafioned  me  toundertake  long 
journies,  and  as  my  increafe  of  ac- 
quaintance gave  me  opportunities  of 
receiving  many  foreigners  with  po- 
ll tenefs  in  my  own  houfe,  I  was, 
myfelf,  alfo,  well  received  where- 
ever  I  went. 

The   income  I  fliould    have   had 

from  Vienna  was  all  ingulphcd  by 
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Jaw-fuits,  curators,  attornies,  and  the 
journies  I  v.as  obliged  to  undertake j 
having  been  thrice  cited  to  appear, 
in  perfon,  before  the  Hofkriegfrath. 
To  mc  nothing  remained  j  I  was  de- 
fcribed  as  a  dangerous  malecontent, 
who  had  deferted  his  native  land, 
by  which  infinuations  my  enemies 
took  care  to  profit.  1,  neverthelefs, 
remained,  be  the  country  in  which 
I  lived  v/hat  it  would,  an  honefl 
man  j  one  who  could  provide  for  his 
own  necefTities  without  meannefs  or 
the  favour  of  courts  J  one  whofe  ac- 
quaintance was  every  where  eflcem- 
ed.  In  Vienna,  alone,  was  I  un- 
fought,  unemployed,  and  obfcure. 

My  love  of  the  chace  made  me 
particularly  acceptable  to  the  Eng- 
lilli,  who  brought  with  them  their 
own  horfes  and  dogs,  to  hunt  the 
wolf  and  wild  boar,  animals  not  to 
be  found  in  their  own  country.     I, 

in 
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in  return,  pafifed  whole  fummers  at 
their  country  feats  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  and  thus  obtained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  na- 
tion. 

The  Eleftor  Palatine  had  granted 
me  a  certain  extent  of  country  in 
the  territory  of  Juliers,  where  I 
might  luinr,  and  the  Count  Palatine 
of  the  Rhine  gave  me  perminion  to 
hunt  where  I  pleafcd.  To  defend 
this  right  of  hunting  was  now  my 
duty,  and  occafioned  various  dif- 
putes;  thefe,  however,  were  not 
often  deterniined  in  courts  of  law, 
bur,  ufually,  every  man  aflerted  his 
claim  with  his  fword. 

One  day  an  accident  happened, 
on  this  occafion,  which  made  me 
renowned  over  the  country  as  a 
magician,  as  one  whom  lead  could 
not  penetrate,  and  who  had  power 
over  fogs  and  clouds. 

N5.  I  had 
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I  had  a  quarrel  with  the  Palatine 
prefidentj  Baron  Blankart,  concerning 
a  hunting  didrift,  I,  therefore,  wrote 
to  him  that,  on  a  certain  day,  he 
Ihould  repair  to  the  fpot  in  difpute, 
whither  I  would  alfo  come,  at  ten 
in  the  morning,  with  fword  and  piflol, 
hoping  he  would  there  give  me 
fatisfadion  for  the  affront  I  had 
received.  Hither  I  went,  with  two 
huntfmen,  and  two  friends,  but,  in- 
flead  of  the  baron,  was  aftonifhed 
to  find  two  hundred  armed  peafants 
afiembled. 

What  was  to  be  d-one  ?  I  fent  one 
of  my  huntfmen  to  the  army  of  the 
enemy,  informing  them  that,  did 
they  not  beat  a  retreat,  1  fhould  fire. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  the 
day  was  clear  and  fine,  and,  fuddenly, 
a  thick  and  impenetrable  fog  arofe. 
My  huntfman  returned,  with  intel- 
ligence that,   having   delivered  his 

mefTage 
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melTage  jufl:  as  the  fog  came  on,  thcfe 
valiant  heroes  had  all  run  away  in 
the  greateH:  fright. 

I  advanced,  found  nobody,  fired 
my  piece,  as  did  my  frien(is  and 
followers,  and  marched  to  the  man- 
fion  of  my  adverfary,  where  my  hunt- 
ing horn  was  blown  in  triumph, 
in  his  court-yard.  The  runa- 
way peafants  fired  at  a  diftaiice,  but 
the  fog  prevented  lhq;ir  taking  any 
aim. 

Having  taken  this  latisfadion,  I 
returned  home,  where  many  falfe 
reports  had  preceded  me.  My  v/ife 
expected  I  Hiould  be  brought  hoine 
dead,  and  that  mnny  others  would 
be  maimed,  however,  not  the  leafb 
mifchief  had  happened. 

It  foon  was   propagated  throngli 

the  country  that  I  was  a  magician, 

had  raifed   a   fog  to  render  myfcif 

invulnerable,  and  that  the  truth  of 
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this  could  be  juftified  by  two  hun- 
dred eye  witneflcs.  All  the  monks 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Juliers,  and  Co- 
logn,  publicly  preached  concerning 
me,  reviled  me,  and  warned  the  peo- 
ple to  beware  of  the  arch- magician, 
and  lutheran,  Trenck. 

On  a  future  occafion,  this  belief 
I  turned  to  matter  of  merriment.  I 
went  to  hunt  the  wolf  in  the  exten- 
five  forefts  of  the  county  of  Monjoye, 
and  invited  the  peafants  and  townf- 
men  to  the  chace.  The  firft  day 
we  had  but  little  fporti  toward 
evening  I,  and  fome  forty  of  my 
followers,  retired  to  reft  in  the  neigh- 
bouring charcoal  huts,  well  provided 
with  wine  and  brandy.  "  My  lads," 
faid  I,  *'  it  is  now  neceflary  you 
"  Ihould  all  difcharge  your  pieces, 
"  and  load  them  anew,  that  to-mor- 
*'  row  no  wolf  may  efcape,  and  that 
"  none  of  you  may  excufe  yourfelves 
a  *'  on 
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**  on  your  pieces  mifTing  fire."  The 
guns  were  accordingly  reloaded,  and 
placed  in  a  feparate  channber,  after 
which,  they  began  to  eat,  drink,  and 
dance.  While  they  were  merry- 
making, my  huntfman  privately 
went  into  this  chamber,  drew  the 
balls,  and  cliarged  the  pieces  with 
powder,  various  of  which  he  loaded 
with  double  charges.  Some  of  their 
notched  balls  I  put  into  my  pocket. 
In  the  morning,  away  went  I,  and 
my  merry  fellows,  to  the  chace.  As 
we  walked,  their  converfation  turned 
on  my  necromancy,  and  the  mira- 
culous manner  in  which  I  could 
envelop  myfelf  in  a  cloud,  or  make 
myfelf  bullet  proof.  *'  What  is 
"  that  you  are  talking  about,  my 
*'  lads  ?"  faid  I.  «  Some  of  thefe 
"  unbelieving  good  folks,"  anfwered 
my  huntfman,  "  affirm  your  FIo- 
"  nour  is  unable  to  ward  off  balls." 

"  Well 
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"  Well  then,"  faid  I,  laughing,  to 
one  of  thenn,  "  fire  away,  my  good 
"  fellow,  and  try."  The  man  refuf- 
cd,  and  my  huntfman  took  his  piece 
out  of  his  hand,  and  fired.  1  pre- 
tended to  parry  with  my  hand,  and 
called,  "  Let  any  man,  that  is  fo 
*'  inclined,  fire,  but  only  one  at  a 
*'  time."  Accordingly,  they  began, 
and,  pretending  to  twift  and  turn 
about,  I  fufiered  them  all  todifcharge 
their  pieces.  It  mud  be  remarked 
I  was  perfectly  fecure,  as  my  people 
had  carefully  noticed  that  no  man- 
had  reloaded  his  gun.  Some  of 
them  received  fuch  blows  from  the 
guns  that  v/ere  doubly  charged,, 
that  they  fell  down,  terrified  in; 
amazement,  at  the  powers  of  magic. 
I  advanced,  holding  in  my  hand 
fome  of  the  marked  balls.  "  Lee 
*•'  every  one  choofe  his  own,"  called  1. 
All  ftood  motio.ilefs,  and  many  of 

them 
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them  flunk  home,  with  their  guns 
on  their  flioulders ;  fome  few  re- 
mained, and  our  fport  was  excellent. 

On  Sunday  the  monks  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  again  began  to  preach.  My 
black  art  became  the  theme  of  tiie 
Avhole  country,  and,  at  rhisday,  many 
of  the  people  prefent  will  make 
oath  that  they  fired  upon  me.  and 
that,  after  catchmg  them  in  my  hand, 
1  returned  the  balls. 

1  hus  eafy  is  it  to  gull  this  wife 
world.  My  high  and  invulnerable 
qualities  were  publifhed  throughout 
Juliers,  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Maeflricht, 
and  Cologne,  and  perhaps  this  be- 
lief has  more  than  ten  times  faved 
my  life ;  the  priefts  having  propa- 
gated it,  from  their  pulpits,  in  a 
country  which  fo  fwarms  with  high- 
way robbers  that  one  hundred  and 
fixty  men  have  been  broken  alive 
on  the  wheeli  quartered,  and  burnt, 

within 
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within  a  year,  and  where,  for  a  fin- 
gle  ducat,  any  man  may  hire  an 
afTafTin. 

It  is  indeed  no  fmali  matter  of 
furprife  that  I  flioiild,  for  years,  have 
preferved  my  life  in  a  town,  where 
there  are  twenty-three  monafteries 
and  churches,  and  where  the  monks 
are  all  adored  as  fo  many  deities. 
The  carholic  clergy  iiad  been  fuffi- 
ciently  enraged  againft  me,  by  my 
poem  of  "  The  Macedonian  Hero  j" 
and,  in  1772,  1  publiflied  a  newf- 
paper  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  an- 
other periodical  work  entitled,  "  The 
"  Friend  of  Men,"  in  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  unmafk  hypocrify. 
Indeed  for  me,  an  apoftolic  major 
of  the  apoftolic  Maria- Therefa,  to 
write  thus  in  a  town  fwarming  with 
friars,  and  in  a  tone  fo  undaunted, 
was  unexampled. 

At  prefent,  now  toleration  and 

free- 
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{recdom  of  opinion  are  more  encou- 
raged, by  the  Emperor,  Jofeph  I  J. 
many  fuch  eiTayiiis  encounter  bi- 
gotry and  deceit  with  ridicule  j  or, 
wanting  invention  themfelvcs,  pub- 
lifh  extr.i6ls  from  writings  that  be- 
long to  the  age  of  Luther.  I  have  " 
the  honour  of  having  attaci^ed  the 
very  pillars  of  the  Romifh  hierarchy 
in  days  more  dangerous  j  I  may  boafl: 
of  being  the  firfl:  German  who,  un- 
protecfled,  raifed  a  fermentation  on 
the  Upper  Rhine,  and  in  the  ftate  of 
Auftria,  fo  advantageous  to  truth, 
the  progrefs  of  the  human  under- 
Handing,  and  the  happinefs  of  futu- 
rity. 

Let  the  world  read  and  judge  of 
my  writings  1  They  contain  nothing 
inimical  to  the  pure  morality  taught 
by  Chrift.  1  attacked  the  fale  of 
indulgences,  the  avarice  of  Rome, 
the  lazinefs,  deceit,  licentious  glut- 
tony. 
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tony,  robbery,  and  blood-fucking  of 
the  monks  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  who 
fought  the  murder  of  each  other  in 
the  very  church,  and  in  prefence  of 
the  altar.  1  wrote  as  a  moralifV, 
and  morals  do  not  enrich  monks. 
Therefore  did  the  arch-prieft,  and 
nine  of  his  coadjutors,  declare,  every 
Sunday,  from  the  pulpit,  publickly 
naming  me,  I  was  a  free-thinker, 
a  wizard,  one  whom  every  man, 
wilhing  well  to  God  and  the  Church, 
ought  to  aflaffinate.  The  Jefuit 
Father  Zünder  declared  I  was  invul- 
nerable, and  a  day  was  appointed, 
on  which  my  writings  were  to  be 
burnt  before  my  houfe,  the  houfe 
itfelf  erafed,  and  its  inhabitants  maf- 
facred.  My  wife  received  letters, 
warning  her  to  fly  with  her  children 
for  fafety,  which  warning  (he  in 
terror  obeyed.  I  and  two  of  my 
huntfmen  remained,  provided  with 

eighty» 
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fighty-four  loaded  mullsets.  Thefe 
I  difplayed  in  the  g.illery  btTore  the 
window,  that  all  might  be  convinced 
I  would  make  a  defperate  defence. 
.1  lived  oppofite  the  court  houfe. 
The  appointed  day  came,  and  Fa- 
ther Zünder,  with  my  writings  in 
Iiis  hand,  attended  by  all  the  flu- 
dents  in  the  town,  appeared  ready 
for  the  attack  ;  the  other  monks  had 
incited  the  towns-people  to  ageneral 
ftormj  no  man,  however,  had  the 
heart  to  appear  in  the  market  place, 
while  I  flood  in  a  gallery  fo  well 
flored  with  fire  arms.  Thus  pafTed 
the  day  and  night  in  fufpenfe. 

In  the  morning  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  town.  1  hadened,  fearlefs,  with 
mytwohuntfinenjlecretly  well  armed, 
togiveafTiftance:  wedafhed  the  water 
from  our  buckets,  and  all  obeyed 
my  diretStions.  Father  Zünder  and 
his  ftudents  were  there,  likewile  j  I 
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approached  him  by  degrees,  and 
ftruck  his  anointed  ear  with  my  lea- 
thern bucket,  as  if  by  accident,  which 
no  man  thought  proper  to  notice. 
I  pafled  undaunted  through  the 
crowd,  the  people  all  fmiled,  pulled 
off  their  hats,  and  wifhed  me  a  good 
morning.  Such  are  the  populace, 
when  they  perceive  they  are  not 
feared.  The  people  of  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  were  ftupid  bigots,  but  too 
cowardly  to  morder  a  man  who  was 
prepared  for  his  own  defence.  Here 
the  threats  of  my  adverfaries  for  this 
time  ended. 

As  I  was  riding  to  Maeftricht 
through  a  hollow-way,  a  ball  whift- 
led  by  my  ears,  which,  no  doubt, 
was  a  mefTenger  fent  after  me  by 
thefe  perfecuting  priefts. 

When  hunting  near  the  convent 
of  Schwartzenbruck,  three  Domi- 
r.icans  lay  in  ambulh  for  me  behind 

a  hedge. 
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a  hedge.  One  of  their  colleagucSj 
whoofccnhunted  with  me,  pointed  out 
the  place.  I  was  on  my  guard  with 
my  double-barrelled  gun,  drew  near, 
but  called  with  a  voice  of  terror— 
''  Shoot,  fcoundr.j'ls !  But  do  not 
"  kill  me,  for  the  devil  ftands  ready 
**  for  you  at  your  elbow !" — One 
firedj  and  they  all  ran  j  the  ball  hit 
my  hat.  I  fired,  likewife,  and  wound- 
ed one  defperately,  whom  the  other 
two  carried  off:  he  recovered,  how- 
ever^ and,  afterward,  eloped  with  a 
cow-girl. 

Their  attempts  at  poifoning  me 
were  all  unfuccefsful,  for  I  always 
ate  at  home.  In  the  year  1774, 
journeying  from  Spa  to  Limbourg, 
1  was  attacked  by  eight  banditti. 
The  weather  was  rainy,  and  my  muf- 
ket  was  in  its  cafe;  my  fabre  was 
entangled  in  the  belt,  fo  that,  unable 
to  draw  it,  T  was  obliged  to  defend 
myfelf  as  with  a   club.      I  fprang 

from 


(    i%e   ) 

from  the  carriage,  and,  with  every 
effort  of  nature,  fought  in  defence 
of  my  life,  ftriking  down  all  before 
me,  v/hile  my  fiiithful  huntfman  pro- 
tedcd  n-^e  behind.  I  difperfed  my 
aflaiiants,  haftened  to  my  carriage, 
and  drove  away.  One  of  thefe 
fellows  was,  foon  after,  hanged,  and 
owned,  before  execution,  that  the 
confeflbrof  this  banditti  had  promif- 
cd  perpetual  abfolution,  could  they 
but  difpatch  me,  but  that  no  man 
could  fhoot  me,  becaufe  that  Luci- 
fer had  rendered  me  invulnerable. 
Perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  this,  for- 
tunately for  me,  they  had  only  af- 
faulted  me  with  clubs.  My  ftrength 
and  agility,  fighting  too  for  life, 
was  fuperior  to  theirs,  and  they  buried 
two  of  their  gang,  whom,  with  my 
heavy  fabre,  I  had  killed.  I  efcaped. 
with  a  bruifed  arm  and  fhoulder; 

my 
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my  huntfman  received  a  violent  blow 
with  a  flone. 

To  fuch  excefs  of  cruelty  inay 
t)ie  violence  and  rage  of  pricfls  be 
carried  !  Yet  did  not  my  writings 
contain  a  fingle  word  inimical  to 
the  pure  morality  of  Chrift  :  I  at- 
tacked only  grofs  abufes,  the  dt-celt 
and  lafcivioufnefs  of  the  monks  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  Cologne,  and  Liege, 
where  they  are  worfe  than  canibals, 
wallowing,  like  fwine,  in  the  flough 
of  ignorance  and  gluttony.  I  wiflied 
to  inculcate  the  true  Chriftian  duties 
among  my  fellow  citizens,  and  the 
attempt  was  fufficient  to  irritate  the 
felfifh  church  of  Rome. 

From  my  Emprefs  I  had  nothing 
further  to  hope.  Her  confeiTor  had 
painted  me,  with  all  the  craft  of  a 
pricft,  as  an  arch-heretic,  and  a  per- 
fecutor  of  the  holy  and  bleffed  mo- 
ther  church.       Nor   was    this   all : 

opi- 
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opinions  were  artfully  propagated, 
througl'  Viev  .  \.  that  I  was  a  reftlefs 
man,  danf^cro-.fS  to  the  community. 
Such,  indeed,  is  the  univerfal  fup- 
poficion  of  ail  who  have  neither  per- 
fonally  known  me,  nor  read  my 
writings. 

Hence,  tooj  was  I  alv/ays  wronged  in 
courts  of  judicature,  where  there  are 
ever  found  wicked  or  bigoted  men. 
The  latter  thought  they  were  ferving 
the  caufe  of  God  by  injuring  me  i 
and  the  former  are  ever  thv:  enemies 
of  pure  and  fimple  truth,  undaunt- 
edly difplayed,  it  being  their  intereft 
that  virtue  and  patriotifm  fhould 
fall  the  victims  of  falfehood.  Yet 
were  they  unable  to  prevent  my 
writings  producing  me  much  money, 
or  being  circulated  through  all  Ger- 
many. The  Aix  la  Chapelle  Journal 
or  Gazette  became  fo  famous,  in  the 
firft  year,  that,  in  the  fecond,  I  had 

four 
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four  thoufand  fubfcribcrs,  by  each 
of  whom  I  gained  a  ducat. 

The  poftmaftcrs,  who  gain  confi- 
derably  by  circulating  newfpapcrs, 
were  envious,  becaufe  the  Aix  la 
Chapelle  Gazette  deftroyed  fcveral 
of  the  others,  and,  therefore,  formed 
a  combination. 

I  will  briefly  notice  what  fo  much 
contributed  to  the  fale  of  my  paper. 
I  was  acquainted  with  mod  countries 
and  courts,  in  which  I  had  the  beft 
of  correfpondents :  wherefore,  in- 
ftead  of  merely  relating  paft  events, 
I  could  foretel  future.  I  was,  fome- 
times,  obliged  to  be  ambiguous,  yet 
my  meaning  was  very  capable  of 
being  underftood. 

Prince  Charles  of  Sweden,  eldeft 
brother  of  the  prefent  King,  placed 
the  greateft  confidence  in  me  during 
his  refidence  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Spa,  and  I  accompanied  him  into 

Vol.  II.  a  Hoi- 
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Holland.  When  I  took  my  leave 
of  hinn  at  Maeftricht,  while  we 
were  in  the  fubterranean  gallery  of 
the  fortifications,  he  faid  to  me, 
**  When  my  father  dies,  either  my 
"  brother  fhall  be  king,  or  we  will 
"  lofe  our  heads."*  The  King 
died,  and  Prince  Charles,  foon  after, 
faid,  in  the  poftfcript  of  one  of  his 
letters,  "  What  we  fpoke  of  at  Maef- 
"  tricht  will  foon  be  fully  accom- 
"  plifhed,  and  you  may  then  come 
"  to  Stockholm." 

On  this  I  inferted  an  article  in 
my  Gazette,  declaring  a  revolution 
had  taken  place  in  Sweden,  and  that 
the  king  had  made  himfelf  abfolutc. 
The  other  papers  thought  proper 
to  exprefs  their  doubts,  and  I,   im- 

*  The  prince  meant  to  fay  the  power  of 
his  father  was  fo  limited  that  he  was  not  a 
king.  The  prefent  monarch  has  taken  care 
to  have  no  fuch  complaint.    T.  -. 

medi- 
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mediately,  offered  to  wager  a  thou- 
fand  ducats  on  the  truth  of  every 
article  publidied  in  my  Gazette  un- 
der the  title  *' Aix  la  Chapelle."  The 
news  of  the  revolution  in  Sweden 
was  inllantaneoufly  confirmed.  This 
incident  added  greatly  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  my  paper. 

My  Gazette  foretold  the  Polifh 
partition  fix  weeks  foontr  than  any 
other;  but  how  1  obtained  this  in- 
telligence muft  not  here  be  men- 
tioned. I,  alfo,  was  acfhive  in  the 
defence  of  Queen  Matilda  of  Den- 
mark. 

The  French  minlftry  were  highly 
offended  at  the  following  pafqui- 
nade :  "  The  three  eagles  have  renC 
"  the  Polifli  bear  J  without  lofing  a 
"  feather,  with  which  any  man  'n" 
*'  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles  can  write« 
*'  Since  the  death  of  Mazarine,  they 
**  write  there  only  with  goofe  quiils." 
O  a  Bj 
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By  defire  of  the  King  of  Poland, 
I  wrote  a  narrative  of  the  attempt 
made  to  afTaflinate  him,  and  named 
the  nuncio,  who  had  given  a  general 
abfolution  to  the  confpirators  in  the 
chapel  of  the  holy  virgin. 

The  houfe  was  now  in  flames, 
Rome  infilled  I  fhould  recal  my 
words.  Her  nuncio,  at  Cologne, 
vented  poifon,  daggers,  and  excom- 
munication :  the  Emprefs- Queen, 
herfelf,  thought  proper  to  interfere. 
I  obtained  from  Warfaw  a  copy  of 
the  examination  of  the  confpirators 
for  my  juftification.  This  I  threat- 
ened to  publifh,  and  Hood,  unmoved, 
in  the  defence  of  truth.  I  derived 
new  honour,  but  new  perfecutors, 
likewifei  asforproteftorsnone:  mine 
was  the  fate  of  all  reformers,  who 
mufLexpefl:  reward  beyond  the  grave. 

The  Emprefs  wrote  to  the  poil- 
maflcr  general  of  the  empire,  com- 
manded 
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manded  him  to  lay  an  lnterdi(ft  on 
the  Aix  la  Chapelle  Gazette.  In- 
formed of  this,  I  ended  its  publica- 
tion with  the  year,  but  wrote  an 
cflay  on  the  partition  of  Poland  ; 
which,  alfo,  did  but  increafe  my 
enemies.  The  priefts  took  care  not 
to  be  idle  at  thcfe  moments. 

The  magiftracy  of  Aix  la  Chapelle 
is  defied  from  the  lower  ranks  of 
people,  and  the  Burger's  court  con- 
fills  of  an  ignorant  rabble.  I  know 
no  exceptions,  but  Baron  Lamberte 
and  De  Witte  ;  and,  to  heighten  the 
ridicule,  this  people  aflfume  to  them- 
felves  titles  of  dignity,  for  which 
they  are  amemble  to  the  fifcal  court 
at  Vienna.  Knowing  I  found  little 
prote6lion  at  Vienna,  they  imagined 
they  might  attack  and  drive  me 
from  their  town.  I  was  a  fpy  on 
their  evil  deeds,  of  whom  they 
would  willingly  have  rid  themfelves. 
O  q  I,  like- 
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I,  likewife,  knew  that  the  two  fhe- 
riffs,  Klofs  and  Fürth,  and  the  re- 
corder, Geyer,  had  robbed  the  town- 
channber  of  forty- thoiifand  dollars, 
and  divided  the  fpoil.  To  thcfe  I 
was  a  dangerous  man ;  for  fuch 
reafons,  they  fought  a  quarrel  with 
me,  pretending  I  had  committed  a 
trefpafs  by  breaking  down  a  hedge, 
and  fent  a  fergeant,  citing  me  to 
appear  at  their  town-houfe. 

It  is  a  well-known  right  of  the 
empire,  that  no  magiitrate  of  thefe 
courts  can  enforce  the  perfonal  ap- 
pearance of  a  ftaff- officer.  I  was 
lubje<5t  only  to  the  court  called  Hof- 
kriegfrath,  at  Vienna.  But  by  this 
court  they  foon  underftood  I  fhould 
not  be  protedled.  A  moft  difagree- 
able  litigation  enfued.  By  accident 
I  obtained  a  letter  from  Count- 
Gravenitz,  member  of  the  Aulic 
councilj   to  the  poftmafler,    Heinf- 

berg, 
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berg,  with  whom  I  had  alfo  a  fuit 
pending,  in  which  he  faid  that, 
though  juftice  was  on  my  fidf,  he 
would  undertake  to  we-ary  me  by 
procraftination  :  he  fulfilled  his  pro- 
mife,  and  my  wife  was  obliged  to 
p:iy  three  iiundred  florins  of  gold, 
under  pain  of  execution,  while  I  was 
abfent  at  Vienna,  endeavouring  to 
obtain  right. 

This  was  a  trifle.  The  poflma- 
fter,  Heinfberg,  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
although  he  had  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  rix-dollars  of  mine  in  his 
poflelTion,  inilituted  falfe  fuits  againft 
me,  on  pretence  of  a  note,  which 
was  nothing  more  than  a  receipt,  for 
a  thoufand  dollars  on  account,  ob- 
tained verdidts  againft  me  contrary 
to  the  mofl:  clear  and  evident  juftice, 
feized  on  a  cargo  of  wine,  worth 
three  thoufand  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  Cologne,  and  I,  on  the  whole, 
O  4  In- 
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incurred  lofles  to  the  amount  of 
eighteen  thoufand  florins,  exclufive 
of  the  interruption  given  to  the 
trade  I  carried  on  in  winej  which 
devoured  the  fortune  of  my  wife,  and 
by  which  fhe,  v/ith  myfelf,  and  my 
children,  were  reduced  to  poverty. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined  thefe  aref 
merely  aflertions.  The  prefident  of 
one  of  the  courts,  to  whom  I  com-' 
plained,  after  moralizing  concerning 
the  vanity  of  earthly,  and  the  reality 
of  heavenly,  hopes,  in  a  letter  told 
me,  "  It  might  be  the  will  of  God 
"  that  I  fhould  be  treated  with  in- 
*'  juftice.  He  could  afford  itte  na 
"  help,  for  he  had  received  hef 
*'  mEJefty's  commands/*— -^^ — ^^Thi» 
referendary,  Gräveriitz>-  himfcJf,  in' 
1778,  with  tears  in  his- eyes,  ac^ 
knowlcdged  how  much  he  had  in- 
jured me,  affirmed  he  had'  been 
deceived,  and  promifed  he  would- 
s  cndea-^ 
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endeavour  to  obtain  rcflitution.  I 
was  moved,  and  forgave  him,  and 
he  attempted  to  keep  his  promife; 
but  his  power  declined,  his  corrupt- 
ncfs  had  been  manifell,  the  bribes 
he  had  received  were  become  too 
public.  He  was,  at  length,  difpof- 
feflcd  of  his  poft-,  but,  alas !  too 
late  for  me.  He  now  lives,  like  the 
greater  part  of  my  enemies,  a  ba- 
nifhed  man  in  Poland,  dcfpi fed,  and 
in  poverty.  Twoother  of  my  judges 
are  at  this  time  obliged,  in  chains,  to 
fweep  the  flreets  of  Vienna,  where 
they  are  condemned  to  the  houfe  of 
correflion.  Had  this  been  their  em- 
ployment, inttead  of  being  feated  on 
the  feat  of  judgment,  tv/enty  years 
ago,  I  might  have  been  more  fortu  - 
nate.  It  certainly  is  a  remarkable- 
circumftance  that  I  fhould  fo  often 
and  fo  continually  have  been  de- 
fpoikd  by  unjuft  judges.  Who 
O  5  would 
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would  have  dared  to  have  publifhed 
their  deferts  during  the  plenitude  of 
iheir  power?  Who  would  have  had 
thetemerity  to  afhrnn  their  evil  (hould 
hereafter  bring  them  to  attend  on 
the  city  fcavenger  ?  I,  indeed,  knew 
thenn  but  too  well,  and,  fearlefs, 
fpoke  what  I  knew.  But  I  was  a 
reftlefs  man  !  A  flanderer  of  impe- 
rial courts  of  juflice  1 !  It  was  my 
misfortune,  not  my  fault,  that  I  was 
acquainted  with  their  mal-praftices 
fooner  than  my  gracious  fovereign. 

Here  let  the  fcene  clofe  on  my 
litigations  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Vienna.  May  God  preferve  every 
honed  man  from  the  like  !  True  it 
is  they  hang  heavy  on  my  heart. 
They  have  fwallowed  up  my  owa 
property,  and  that  of  my  innocent 
\vife.     Enough  !    Enough  ! 

From  the  year  1774  to  1777  I 
chiefly  fpent  my  time  in  journeying 

through 
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through  England  and  France.  I 
was  intimate  with  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
American  minifter;  alfo,  with  the 
Counts  St.  Germain  and  Vergennes, 
who  made  me  advantageous  propo- 
fals  to  go  to  America;  but  1  was 
prevented  accepting  them  by  my 
affection  for  my  wife  and  children. 

My  kind  friend,  the  Landgrave  of 
HeflTe-Caflel,  who  had  been  governor 
of  Magdeburg  during  my  imprifon^ 
ment,  ofFercd  me  a  commiffion  in 
his  fervice  among  the  troops  going 
to  America  :   but  I  anfwered — 

"  Gracious  prince,  my  heart  beats 
"  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  only,  I 
*'  will  never  afiift  in  enflaving  men. 
«^  Were  I  at  the  head  of  your  brave 
"  grenadiers,  I  ihould  revolt  to  the 
."  Americans." 

During  the  year  1775  I  continued, 

at  Aix  la   Chapelle,   my  periodical 

effays,   entitled,    "  The   Friend    of 

O  6  «  Men." 
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"  Men."  My  writings  had  nrtade^ 
fonr.e  impreffion  J  the  people  began 
to  read;  the  monks  were  ridiculed, 
and  became  more  humble  :  my 
parrizans  increafcd,  and  their  arch- 
Jeader  had  the  good  fortune  to  get 
himfelf  cudgelled. 

They  did  not  now  mention  my 
narme  publicly,  but  catechifed  their 
penitents  at  confeffion.  During  this 
year  various  fimple  people  came  to 
me  from  Cologne,  Bonp,  and  DuA* 
fcldorf,  defiring  to  fpeak  with  me  id 
private.  When  I  inquired  theii* 
bufinefs,  they  told  me  their  clergy 
liad  informed  them  I  was  propagat- 
ing a  new  religion,  in  which  every 
man  muft  fign  himfelf  over  to  the 
devil,  who,  then,  would  fupply  them 
with  money.  They  were  willing  to 
become  converts  to  my  faith,  would 
Beelzebub  but  give  them  money,  and 
revenge  them  on  their  prieils.   "  My 

<'  good 
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•*  good  friends,"  anfwered,  I,  "  your« 
•*  teachers  have  deceived  you :  I 
*'  know  of  no  devils  but  themfelves. 
"Were  ir,  indeed,  true  that  I  was 
*'  founding  a  new  religion,  the  con- 
•^  verts  to  which  the  devil  would  fup- 
"  ply  with  money,  your  bifhops  and 
^'  priefts  would  be  the  very  firft  of 
**  my  apoftles,  and  the  moft  catholic, 
**'  I  am  an  honefl:  moral  man,  my  wor- 
**  thy  friends,  as  a  Chriftian  ought  ta 
"  be.  Go  home,  in  God's  name,  and 
■^  do  your  duty.  Be  honeft  and  in- 
**  duflrious,  and  you  will  not  then 
•*  want  the  devil  to  bring  you  money." 
I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  place 
that  the  recorder  or  prefident  of  the 
Iheriff's  court  at  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
who  is  the  fon  of  the  banker  Geyer, 
and  who  is  called  Baron  Geyer,  had 
aflbciated  himfelf,  in  1778,  with  a 
Jew  convert,  and  a  knight  of  induf- 
try  i  and  that  this  noble  company, 

ia 
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In  concert,  fwindled  a  Dutch  mer-- 
chant  out  of  eighty  thoufand  florins, 
by  afluming  the  arms  of  the  Eleflor 
Palatine,  and  producing  forged  re- 
ceipts and  contrails.  Geyer  was 
taken  in  Amflerdam,  and  would 
have  been  hanged,  but  that,  by  the 
aid  of  a  faithful  fervant,  he  efFefted 
his  efcape.  He  returned  to  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  where  he  enjoys  his  ho- 
nourable office. — Three  years  ago  it 
was  proved  he  had  robbed  the  town- 
chamber.  His  handfome  wife  was, 
at  that  time,  generis  commums,  and 
procured  him  powerful  friends  at 
court.  The  aflertions  of  this  worthy 
gentleman  found  greater  credit  at 
Vienna  than  thofe  of  the  innocent, 
the  injured  Trenck.     Oh,  Shame  1 

Shame! Oh,    World!     World  1 

World  ! 

My  wine  trade  was  fo  fuccefsful 
that  I  had  correfpondents  and  ftores 

in 
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in  London,  Paris,  Bruxelles,  Hann- 
burg,  and  the  Hague,  and  had 
gained  forty- thoufand  florins,  with 
the  mofl  flattering  profpedls  from 
England.  One  unfortunate  day  de- 
ftroyed  all  my  fuccefsful  hopes  in 
this  traffic. 

Being  in  London,  I  was  defrauded 
of  eighteen  hundred  guineas  by  a 
fwindler.  The  relating  of  this  ftory 
will  do  but  little  honour  to  the 
Englifli  nation.  The  fault  was, 
principally,  my  brother-in-law's,  a 
young  man,  who  parted  with  the 
wine  before  he  had  received  the 
money.  In  England  there  is  no  law 
againfl:  fuch  deceivers.  They  bid 
you  truft  no-body,  you  will  then  not 
be  wronged.  And  when  I  had  been 
wronged,  and  aflced  my  friend's  af- 
fifl:ance,  I  was  only  laughed  at;  as 
if  they  were  happy  that  an  Englifh- 
man  had  the  wit  to  cheat  a  German. 

I  can- 
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I  cannot  give  a  circumftantlal  hiftory 
of  this  affair,  but  it  is  neceflary  to 
narrate  it  in  the  abdrafb,  our  preju- 
dices being  fo  ftrong  in  favour  of  the 
great  worth  and  juftice  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation. 

Finding  myfelf  defrauded  of  my 
wine,  I  haftened  to  Sir  John 
Fielding.  He  was  acquainted  with 
me,  told  me  he  knew  I  had  been 
fwindled,  and  that  his  friendfhip 
would  make  him  adtive  in  my  be- 
half; that  he,  alfo,  knew  the  houfes 
where  my  wine  was  depofited,  and 
that  a  party  of  his  runners  fhould 
go  with  me,  fufficiently  llrong  for 
its  recovery.  I  was  little  aware  that 
he  had,  at  that  time,  two  hundred 
bottles  of  my  bed  Tokay  in  his. 
cellar.  His  pretended  kindnefs  was 
a  fnarej  he  was  in  partnerfhip  with, 
robbers,  the  ftupid  among  whom 
only  he  hung»  and  preferved   the 

moft 
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moH:   adroit  for  the  promotion  of 
trade. 

He  fent  a  conftablc  and  fix  of  his 
runners  with  me,  commanding  them 
to  adt  under  my  orders.  By  good 
fortune  I  had  a  violent  head-ach, 
and  could  not  attend  them  myfelf, 
but  fent  my  brother-in-law,  who 
fpoke  bettei^  Englifh  than  I.  Him 
they  brought  to  the  houfe  of  a  Jew, 
and  told  him,  "  Your  wine,  fir,  is 
"  here  concealed."  Though  it  was 
broad  day,  the  door  was  locked,  that 
he  might  be  induced  to  ad  illegally. 
The  conftable  defired  him  to  break 
the  door  open,  which  he,  according- 
ly, did:  the  Jews,  in  a  pretended 
fright,  came  funning,  and  afked— 
**  What  do  you  want,  gentlemen  ?" 
— '*  I  want  my  wine,"  anfwered  my 
brother.  —  "  Take  what  is  your 
"  own,"  replied  a  Jew,  "  but  be- 

<*  ware 
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"  ware   of  touching   my   property. 
"  I  have  bought  the  wine." 

My  brother  attended  the  conftable 
and  runners  into  a  cellar,  and  there 
found  a  great  part  of  my  wine.  He 
■wrote  to  Sir  John  Fielding,  that  he 
had  found  the  wine,  and  defired  to 
know  how  he  was  to  ad.  Fielding, 
by  a  verbal  meflage,  anfwcred — "  It 
"  muft  be  taken  by  the  owner." — 
My  brother,  accordingly,  got  a  cart, 
and  fent  me  the  wine. 

He  attended  the  runners,  in  lik« 
manner,  to  the  houfe  of  another 
Jew,  where  they  proceeded  as  be- 
fore, and  he  came  back  quite  re- 
joiced at  having  recovered  the  wine. 

Next  day  came  a  conftable,  with 
a  warrant,  faying,  *^  He  wanted  to 
**  fpeak  with  my  brother,  an4  that 
*^  it  was  to  go  to  my  friend.  Sir 
"  John  Fielding."  When  Re  was 
in  the  ftreet  he  touched  him  with 

his 
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his  ftafF,  and  told  him — "  Sir,  you 
**  are  my  prifoner." — Here  it  iiujft 
be  remarked  that  no  man  can  be 
arrefted  in  his  own  houfe  in  London  ; 
but  that,  when  he  is  in  the  (Ircet, 
and  the  conftable  has  touched  him 
with  his  ftaff,  he  is  beyond  delivery i 
and,  fliould  he  run,  would  be  flopped 
by  the  people. 

All  this  I  wasarpe(5lator  ofthrough 
the  window,  unable  to  give  any  af- 
fiftance.  I  went,  however,  to  Sir 
John  Fielding,  and  afked  what  it  all 
meant.  This  upright  juflice  an- 
fwered,  in  a  magifterial  tone — That 
my  brother  had  been  accufed  of  fe- 
lony. The  Jews  and  fwindlers  had 
fworn  the  wine  was  a  legal  purchafe. 
If  I  had  not  taken  care  to  be  paid, 
or  was  ignorant  of  the  Englifli  laws, 
that  was  my  fault.  Six  fwindlers 
had  fworn  the  wine  was  paid  for  j 
which    circumftance    he    had    noc 

known. 
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known,  or  he  fliould  not  have  grant- 
ed me  a  warrant.  My  brother  hacJi 
alfo,  broken  open  doors,  and  forcibly 
taken  away  wine  which  was  not  his 
own.  They  had  legally  made  oath 
of  this,  and  he  was  charged  with 
burglary  and  robbery. 

He  farther  defired  me,  immedi- 
ately, to  give  bail  in  a  thoufand 
guineas  for  my  brother,  for  his 
appearance  in  the  court  of  king's 
bench;  otherwife,  his  trial  would 
immediately  come  on,  and  in  a  few 
days  he  would  be  hanged. 

"What  was  my  rage  at  finding  my- 
felf  thus  treated  !  And  how  willing- 
ly would  I  have  plunged  my  fword 
tn  the  breaft  of  a  man  fo  vile  as  this 
chief  magiftratc  of  London  ! 

I  haflened  to  a  lawyer,  who  was 
my  friend,  who  confirmed  what  had 
been  told  me,  advifed  me  immedi- 
ately t.0  give  bail,  and  he  would  then 

defend 
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defend  my  caufc.  I  applied  to  Lord' 
Mansfield,  and  received  the  fame 
anfwer.  I  told  my  ftory  to  all  my 
great  friends,  who  were,  chiefly, 
members  of  parliament,  and  they 
laughed  at  me,  that  I  fhould  trade 
in  London,  without  better  under- 
flanding  the  laws.  My  intimate 
friend.  Lord  Grofvenor,  faid,  "  Send 
**  more  wine  to  London,  and  we 
<*  will  pay  you  fo  well  that  you  will 

*'  foon  recover  your  lofs." This 

is  the  character  of  the  nation.  I 
am  certain  he  would  have  kept  his 
word,  but  I  wanted  the  neceflary 
capital. 

I  went  to  my  wine  merchants, 
who  had  flock  in  hand  of  mine 
worth  upward  of  a  thoufand  gui- 
neas. They  gave  bail  for  my  bro- 
ther, and  in  four  days  he  was  re- 
leafed. 

Fielding,  in  the  interim,  fent  his 

runners 
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runners  to  my  houfc,  took  back  the 
wine,  and  reftored  it  to  the  Jews, 
as  property  of  which  they  had  been 
robbed.  They  threatened  farther 
to  profecute  me  as  a  receiver  of 
ftolen  goods.  1  fled,  in  all  hafte, 
from  London,  through  Dover,  to 
Paris,  where  I  immediately  fold  off 
my  remaining  ftock  at  half  price, 
honoured  my  bills,  and  fo  ended 
my  merchandize. 

My  brother  returned  to  London, 
in  November,  to  defend  his  caufe  in 
the  court  of  king's  bench  j  but  the 
fwindlers  had  difappeared,  and  the 
lawyer  required  a  hundred  pounds  to 
proceed.  The  concluiion  of  all  this 
was,  my  brother  returned,  with  fe- 
venty  pounds  lefs  in  his  pocket,  fpent 
as  travelling  expencesj  and  the  ftock, 
in  the  hands  of  my  wine  merchants, 
was  detained  on  pretence  of  p'aying 
the  bail.     They  brought  me  in  an 

apothe- 
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ftpothecary's  bill,  and  all  was  loH:. 
Thus  do  the  Englifh  treat  the  Ger- 
mans, notwithdanding  I  had  fo 
many  friends  in  London. 

I  might  fill  a  volume  with  fimilar 
inftances.  1  fhall  only  relate  one 
fhort  ftory.  A  German  violin- 
maker,  in  London,  intending  to 
return  home,  had  bought  his  wife 
a  fiivcr  coffee-pot,  which  was 
left  (landing  on  the  table  in  his 
chamber.  Some  one  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  two  Jews  entered.  One 
befpoke  a  violin,  the  other,  while 
he  was  converfing,  fnatched  up  the 
coffee-pot,  and  ran.  The  German 
looked  round,  and  miffed  the  cof- 
fee-pot, but  the  other  Jew  told  him, 
"  Do  not  be  uneafy,  my  friend,  go 
"  with  me,  and  I  will  make  my 
"  comrade  give  you  back  your  cof- 
"  fee-pot.  It  is  only  fome  trick : 
**  he  is  a  mad-headed  fellow.'* 

The 
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The  poor  German  went  with  the 
Jew,  who  brought  him  into  a  cham- 
ber, where   were  four  other  Jews, 
and  his  coffee-pot  on  the  table.   He 
took  it,  and  faid,  *'  God  be  praifed, 
«*  I  have  found  it  once  more/*   Th^ 
Jew     anfwered     not   a    word  3    and 
the  German  returned  home  with  his 
coffee-pot. — Forthwith  went  five  K- 
raelites  to  the  juftice,  and  fworethat 
the  German  had  entered  their  cham- 
ber, and  ftolen  thereout  a  filver  cof- 
fee-pot.   A  conftable  attended  them 
to  the  German's  houfe.     The  Jew 
faid,  "  That  is  my  coffee-pot:"  and, 
the  other  fwearers  anfwered,   "  Yes, 
*'  that  is  yours."     The  German  was 
taken  into  cuftody,  and,  being  defli- 
tute  of  witneffes,  was  hung  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  five  Jews. 

1  fpoke  with  this  poor  fclk>w  in 
prifon,  \\ho  told  me  the  (lory  him- 
{^\fi  anjd  aftually  faw  t^iis  jioneft 

man 
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man  hung,  by  the  pitylefs  Englifh. 
What  will  my  readers  now  fjy  to 
this  high-cücemcd  nation,  which,  in 
reality,  for  a  thoufand  reafons,  meiits 
our  contempt  ? 

Enough  of  the  proud  and  felfifh 
Britons,  who  would  treat  us,  and  all 
other  nations,  as  they  do  their  ne- 
groes, were  we  to  fall  under  their 
dominion.* 

Many 

*  The  nnmes  of  the  wine  merchants  are 
omitted  in  the  tranilatinn  :  the  Baron  may 
have  been  miftaken ;  they  may  have  afted 
honeftly.  There  is  no  doubt  ot"  the  Baron's 
veracity  ;  that  is,  fpcaking  from  the  convidion 
of  his  on-n  mind.  He  was  in  England,  and, 
as  he  himfelt  aflens,  moil  fliamefuUy  fwindled  : 
thofe  concerned  have  fince  become  notorion?. 
The  perplexities  of  law  daily  expofe  the  natives 
themlclves  to  the  arts  of  the  diflionei>.  This  is 
an  inevitable  defe(5t,  theconfequenceof  an  advan- 
tage, the  value  of  which  foreigners  feldom  un- 
derlland  :  they  are,  fiom  temperament,  more 
haily  than  the  Englifli ;  they  have  been  accul^ 

^'^'^'  II.  P  tomed, 
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Many  other  particulars  remain 
to  be  told  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  for 
which  I  have  not  fufficient  room  in 
this  place. 

TheSwedifh  General  Sprengporten 
came  to  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  the  year 

1776. 

tomed,  in  dates  lefs  free  »when  injuftice  is  mani- 
feft,  to  more  fummary  proceedings ;  and,  when 
they  have  any  difpute  in  England,  they  ufually 
fall  into  the  very  worfl  hands.  Let  us  hope 
the  Baron  was  mifinfonmed,  hafty,  and  that 
the  memory  cf  Sir  John  Fielding  has  been 
wronged  !     If  not — ! 

The  Baron  fo  little  knew  how  he  was  to  a6t, 
that  it  is  impoffible,  from  his  narrative,  to  fay 
xvhether  his  brother  was  arrelled  as  a  debtor 
or  imprifoned  as  a  felon.  His  perplexity  and 
dillrefs  infpire  abhorrence  for  thofe  inftruments 
by  whom,  inftead  of  vigoroufly  protedting  an 
uninformed  ftranger,  they  were  increafed. 
The  liberal-minded  Engliihman  will  pardon  his 
leverity  on  the  nation,  rejcnembering  how  he 
was  treated;  though  by  individuals  whom 
this  and  every  nation  muft  pity  and  defpife. 

The 
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1776.  Hehadplannedand  carried  into 
execution  the  revolution  fo  highly 
favourable  to  the  King,  but  had  fud- 
dcnly  left  Sweden  in  difcontenr,  and 
came  to  take  the  waters  with  a  root- 
ed hypochondria. 

He  was  the  moft  dangerous  ma» 
in  Sweden,  and  had  told  the  King 
himfelf,  after  the  revolution,  in 
the  prefence  of  his  guards,  *'  While 
**  Sprengporten  can  hold  a  fword, 
"  the  King  has  nothing  to  com- 
*'  mand." 

It  was  feared  he  would  go  to 
RulTia,  and  Prince  Charles  wrote  to 

The  flory  of  the  poor  German  and  his  coffee- 
pot, if  the  Baron  was  not  deceived,  is  in- 
deed a  tragical  one :  yet  would  the  oaths  of 
five  Jews  have  hung  five  hundred,  or  five 
thoufond,  Engliflimen  ;  were  they  equally  def- 
titute  of  the  means  to  prove  the  falfity  of  fuch 
accufations.  Not  the  laws,  not  the  nation,  wicked 
men  only  were  guilty  of  this  murder.     T. 

P  2  me. 


(     3'6     ) 

me,  in  the  name  of  the  m,onarch, 
defiring  1  would  exert  myfcir,  to  the 
iitmoft,  to  make  myfelf  intimate 
with  him,  and  perfuade  him  to  re- 
turn to  Sweden.  No  tafk  could 
have  been  m.ore  difficult.  He  was 
a  man  of  unbounded  pride,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  greatnefs  of  his 
abilities,  rendered  him  either  a  fool 
or  a  madman.  He  likewife  defpiftd 
every  thing  that  was  not  Swedifh. 

Never  did  I  undertake  any  affair 
with  more  ardour  or  better  fuccefs  : 
1  accomplifl^ied  my  purpofe,  gained 
his  friendlhip,  an  unlimited  power 
over  his  mind,  and  rcftored  him  to 
his  king  and  country. 

The  Pruffian  minifter,  Count 
Hertzberg,  the  fame  year,  came  to 
Aix  la  Chapelle  :  I  enjoyed  the  hu- 
noiir  of  his  fociety  and  converfation 
three  months,  and  every  where  ac- 
companied this  great  man.     To  hi» 

libera- 
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liberality    a:n    I    indebted,     that    I 
can,  at  picfent,  return  to  my  coun- 
try  with    honour.  As    often    as 

ihey  read  this,  let  my  cliildren  re- 
member the  reafons  I  have  had  for 
inculcating  th.is  gratitude  in  their 
infant  hearts. 

The  time  I  had  to  fpare  was  not 
fpcnt  in  idlenefsj  I  attacked  thole 
fharpers,  in  my  weekly  writings,  who 
attend  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  and  Spa, 
to  plunder  both  inhabitants  and  vi- 
fita.us,  under  the  connivance  of  the 
magiftracy  :  nor  are  there  wanting 
foreign  noblemen,  who  become  the 
afibciates  of  thefe  pefls  of  foci'.ty. 
The  publication  of  fuch  truths  endan- 
gered my  life  from  fome  of  the  dti"- 
peradoes,  who,  when  dettcled,  had 
nothing  more  to  lufe.  How  pow- 
erful is  an  innocent  life,  how  great 
that  prefence  of  mind  w;hich  cjn- 
fcious  virtue  infpires,  nothing  (  \n 
P  3  moiv; 
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more  fully  prove,  than  that  I  ftil! 
exifl,  in  defpite  of  all  the  attempts 
of  wicked  and  ignorant  monks,  and 
defpicable  Iharpcrs. 

Though  my  life  was  much  dif- 
turbed,  yet  do  I  not  repent  of  my 
manner  of  a(5ling :  many  a  youth, 
many  a  brave  and  worthy  man 
have  I  preferved  from  deflrudlion, 
detained  from  the  gaming  table, 
and  perfonally  pointed  out  to  them 
the  moflr  notorious  {harpers.  This 
was  fo  injurious  to  Spa  that  the  bifhop 
of  Liege,  himfelf,  who  enjoys  a  tax  of 
forty  per  cent,  on  all  their  winnings, 
and  therefore  protedts  fuch  villains, 
offered  me  an  annual  penfion  of  five 
hundred  guineas,  if  I  would  not  come 
to  Spa  J  or  three  per  cent,  on  the 
winnings,  would  I  but  aflbciate  my- 

felf  with  Colonel  N 1,  and  raife 

recruits  for  the  gaming  table.    My 
anfwer  may  eafily  be  imagined,  yet, 

for 
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for  this,  was  I  threatened  to  be  ex- 
communicated by  the  holy  catholic 
churcli. 

I  and  my  family  paflcd  the  great- 
eft  part  of  fixteen  fummers  in  Spa. 
My  houfe  became  the  rendezvous  of 
the  beft  and  moft  refpedablc  pare 
of  the  company,  and  I  perfonally 
known  to  fome  of  the  moft  worthy 
people  in  Europe, 

Through  life  it  has  been  my  con- 
ftant  defire  to  aifl  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  and  to  obtain  juQice  for  the 
whole  world,  as  well  as  for  myfelf. 
Fatal  experience  has  convinced  me 
how  vifionary  fuch  fchemes  are.  — 
By  an  effort  of  this  kind  I  gave  my- 
fclf  new  caufe  of  uneafinefs. 

A  conteft  arofe  between  the  town 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  Baron  Blan- 
kart,  the  mafter  of  the  hounds  to 
the  Eleflor  Palatine:  it  originated 
in  a  difpute  concerning  precedence, 
P4  be- 
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between  the  before-mentioned  wife 
of  the  recorder,  Geyer  (who  was,  at 
this  time,  miflrefs  to  Baron  -Blan- 
kart,  and  alfo  to  a  young  canon  of 
the  chnrch),  and  the  fiPier  of  the  Bur- 
gom after  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Kahr, 
whogoverned  that  town  wich  oriental 
defpotifm. 

This  quarref  was  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  town,  and  to  the 
Eleftor  Palatine ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  highly  profitable  to  Kahr,  whofe 
office  it  was  to  protecft  the  rights  of 
the  town,  as  well  as  to  thofe  per- 
fons  who  were  deputed  to  defend 
the  claims  of  the  Eleclor  :  the  latter 
kept  a  Pharaoh  bank,  the  plunder  of 
v;hich  had  before  enriched  the  town  j 
and  the  former,  Kahr,  under  pre- 
tence of  defending  their  caufe, 
embezzled  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple: fo  that  both  parties,  inftead  of 
wifhing  to   end,   endeavoured,  with 

all 
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all  their  power,  to  prolong  the  litiga- 
tion. 

It  vexed  me  to  the  heart  to  fee 
their  proceedings.  Thofe  who  fuf- 
fered,  on  each  fide,  were  deceived  ; 
and  I  conceived  the  vain  projc(5l  of 
expofing  the  truth,  and  obliging 
thefe  difhoneft  as;ents  to  an  accom- 
modation.  For  this  purpofe  I  jour- 
neyed to  the  electoral  court,  at  Man- 
heim,  related  the  fa<fVs  to  the  Elec- 
tor, produced  a  plan  of  accommo- 
dation, which  he  approved,  and  ob- 
tained full  powers  toacl  as  arbitrator. 
The  minillcr  of  the  Eleftor,  Bekkcrs, 
pretended  highly  to  approve  my 
honefV  zeal,  conducted  me  liimfclf  to 
an  audience,  made  me  dine  at  his 
houfe,  took  me  to  the  opera,  faid  a 
commiffion  was  made  out  for  my 
Ton,  and  forwarded  to  Aix  la  Cha- 
pclle,  which  ^^as  a  falfuy,  and,  the 
P  5  nio- 
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moment  he  quitted  me,  fent  poft  to 
Aix  la  Chapclle,  thereby  to  fruftrate 
the  very  attempt  he  pretended  fo 
much  to  applaud.  He  was,  himfelf, 
in  league  with  the  parties.  In  fine, 
this  honeft,  but  filly,  interference  in 
•what  did  not  concern  me,  brought 
me  only  trouble,  expence,  and  cha- 
grinw  I  made  five  inefFcdlual  jour- 
nies  to  Manheim,  till  at  length  I 
became  fo  diflatisfied  that  I  deter- 
mined to  quit  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and 
purchafe  an  eflate  in  Auftria,  where 
I  might  live  in  philofophic  eafe,  and 
purfue  the  innocent  avocations  of 
agriculture. 

The  Bavarian  conteft  was  at  this 
time  in  agitation :  my  own  affairs 
brought  me  to  Paris,  and  here  I 
learned  particular  intelligence  of 
great  confequence :  this  I  com- 
municated to  the  Great  Duke  of 
Florence,  on  my  return  to  Vienna» 

The 
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The  Duke  departed  to  join  the  army 
in  Bohemia,  and  I  had  occafion  again 
to  write  to  him,  and,  from  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubje(5t,  thought  it 
my  duty  to  fend  a  courier,  at  my 
own  expence.  The  Duke  fhewed 
my  letter  to  the  Emperor;  my  in- 
telligence was  received,  but  I  my- 
felf  remained  unnoticfd. 

I  did  not  think  myfelf  very  CdfCf 
in  foreign  countries,  during  the  time 
of  war,  and  therefore  purchafed  the 
lordfhip  of  Zwerbach,  with  appurte- 
nances, which,  with  the  concomitant 
cxpences,  coft  me  fixty  thoufand  flo- 
rins. This  lordfhip  was  in  a  ruinous 
condition,  and  was  to  be  reflored 
by  my  money  and  induftry. 

To  conclude  this  purchafe,  I  was 
obliged,  at  great  expence,  to  folicit, 
during  eleven  months,  the  referenda- 
ry, Zetto,  whole  prefent  habitation  is 
the  houfe  of  corredion,  and  his  good 
F  6  friend 
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friend  whom  he  had  appointed  as 
my  curator,  and  my  new  eftate  was, 
likewifej  made  a  Fidei  commijfum, 
for  my  kind  referendaries  and  cura- 
tors would  not  let  me  efcape  con- 
tribution. The  fix  thoufand  florins, 
however,  of  which,  in  one  year,  they 
exonerated  my  purfe,  would  have 
done  my  family  much  fervice. 

In  May,  1780,  I  went  to  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  where  my  wife's  mother 
died,  in  July,  and,  in  September, 
my  wife,  myfelf,  and  family,  all  came 
to  Vienna. 

My  wife  folicited  the  miftrefs  of 
the  ceremonies,  to  obtain  an  audi- 
ence. Her  requeft  was  granted} 
and  fhe  had  the  good  fortune  to 
gain  the  entire  approbation  and  fa- 
vour of  the  Emprefs.  Her  kind- 
nefs  was  beyond  exprefllon :  fhe, 
herfclf,  introduced  rny  wife  to  the 
Arch-Dutchefs,  a;  an  example   for 

women. 
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women,  and  commanded  her  grand 
miftrefs  of  the  ceremonies  to  pre- 
fent  her  every  where.  *'  You  were 
"  unwilling,"  faid  flie,  "  to  accom- 
*'  pany  your  hufband  into  my  coun- 
"  try,  but  I  hope  to  convinceyou  that 
"  you  may  live  happier  in  Auftria, 
"  than  at  Aix  la  Chapelle."  She  faid 
many  other   things   equally   kind. 

She  next  day  fent  me  her  decree, 
afluring  me  of  a  penfion  of  four 
hundred  florins,  adding  this  fhould 
not  be  all  fhe  would  do  for  me. 

My  wife  petitioned  the  Emprefs  to 
grant  me  an  audience^  herrequeftwas 
complied  with,  and  the  Emprefs  faid  to 
me,  **  This  is  the  third  time  in  which 
**  I  would  have  made  your  fortune, 
"  had  you  been  fo  difpofed."  The 
audience  lafted  long;  her  difcourfe 
was  that  of  a  matron.  She  defired 
to  fee  my  children,  adding,  "  So  ex- 
"  cellent  a  mother  mufl  have  brought 

**  you 
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*'  you  charming  children.  "  She 
then  fpoke  of  my  writings.  "  How 
"much  good  might  you  do,"  faid 
fhe,  "  would  you  but  write  in  the 
**  caufe  of  religion  !" 

The  profpedt  now  feemed  to 
brighten,  and  a  happy  futurity  tq 
approach.  My  wife  received  more 
honour  and  attention,  while  Hie  re- 
mained at  Vienna,  than  many  of  the 
firft  ladies  of  the  city. 

We  departed  for  Zwerbach,  where 
we  lived  contentedly,  but,  when 
about  to  return  to  Vienna,  and  fo- 
licit  the  reftitution  of  a  part  of  my 
loft  fortune  during  this  momentary 
funfhine  of  the  court,  the  great 
Terefa  died,  and  all  my  hopes  v/ere 
overcaft. 

I  forgot  to  relate  that,  after  my 
favourable  audience,  the  Arch-Dut- 
chefs,  Maria  Anna,  fpoke  to  me  in 
the  name  of  the  Emprefs,  and  de- 
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fired  me  to  tranflate  a  religious  work, 
written  in  Frencli,  by  the  Abbe  Bau- 
drand,  into  German.  I  replied,  I 
ihould  have  little  fuccefs  in  tranf- 
Jation,  but  that  I  would  obey  her 
majefty's  commands.  I  began  my 
work,  took  paffages  from  Baudrand, 
but  inferted  more  of  my  own,  though 
the  cenfor  was  lefs  faftidious  in  the 
examination  of  what  was  intitled  a 
tranflation.  The  firft  volume  was 
finifhed  in  fix  weeks ;  the  Emprefs 
thought  it  admirable.  The  fecond 
foon  followed,  and  I  prefenred  this 
myfelf.  She  afkcd  me  if  it  equalled 
the  firfl :  I  anfwered,  I  hoped  it 
would  be  found  more  excellent. 
*'  No,"  faid  Ihe,  "  I  never  in  my  life 
"  read  a  better  book  j "  anfi  added, 
fhemuch  wondered  how  I  could  write 
fo  well  and  fo  quick.  I  promifed 
another  volume  within  a  month. 
Before  the  third  was  ready,  Te- 

refa 
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refa  died,  and  my  expeftations  de- 
fcended  with  her  to  the  grave.  She 
continually  gave  orders,  on  her  death 
bed,  to  have  the  writings  of  Baron 
Trcnck  read  to  her;  and,  though  her 
confcflbr  well  knew  the  injuftice 
that  had  been  done  me,  and  all  I  had 
loft,  yet,  in  thefe  her  lafl:  moments, 
when  he  had  the  moft  favourable 
of  all  opportunities,  he  kept  a  daf- 
tardly  filence,  though  he  had  given 
me  his-  facred  promife  to  fpeak  in 
my  behalf. 

The  cenfor  permitted  me,  after 
her  death,  and  the  Arch-Dutchefs 
even  commanded  that  I  fhould 
print  what  I  have  here  ftated  in  the 
preface  to  that  third  volume,  and  this 
was  my  only  fatisfa(I:tion. 

Untoward,  indeed,  has  ever  been 
my  fate.  For  one  and  thirty  years 
had  I  been  foliciting  my  right,  which 
I   never  could  obtain,  becaufe  the 

Emprefs 
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Einprcfs  was  deceived  by  wicked 
men,  and  believed  me  an  arch-he- 
letic.  In  the  thirty-fecond,  my  wife 
liad  the  good  fortune  to  convince 
lier  this  was  falfe  j  fhe  had  detifr- 
mined  to  make  me  reftitution,  and 
my  children  fortunate,  and  juft  at 
this  moment  fhe  died. 

Oh  Fortune,  how  doft  thou  fporc 
with  the  pafTions  of  men!  Yet,  was 
it  not  fo  much  the  fault  of  fortune, 
as  of  myfelf.  I  was  at  length  hum- 
ble enough  to  accept  juilice  as  a 
favour,  but  then  it  was  too  late. 
My  heart  was  confcious  of  not  need- 
ing favour  or  forgivenefs,  for  I  had 
never  done  ill,  therefore  did  I  con- 
tinue unfortunate  j  I  chofe  the  nar- 
row path  of  innocence,  my  enemies 
the  open  field  of  vice.  Their  ftation 
was  the  ftrongeft,  and  they  have 
kept  poflelTion.  All  conteft  is  now 
paft,  I  am  too  olJ,  and  need  reft. 

For 
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For  my  children's  fake  have  I 
written  this  hiftory,  have  told  thefc 
open  truths,  which,  perhaps,  may 
draw  down  new  perfecution  on  my 
head.  The  friends  of  innocence 
will  be  their  friends,  I  have  taught 
them  to  live  fatisfied,  in  this  world, 
with  what  is  neceflary,  and  without 
what  is  fuperfluous.  Be  this  their 
inheritance,  tnftead  of  their  great 
Sclavonian  eftates  j  for  the  reft,  I 
leave  it  to  God,  and  that  good  fame 
in  which  their  forefathers  have  al- 
ways lived. 

The  penfion  granted  my  wife,  by 
the  Emprefs,  in  confequence  of  my 
misfortunes,  and  our  numerous  fa- 
mily, we  only  enjoyed  nine  months. 

This  fhe  was  deprived  of  by  the 
new  monarch,  who  fupprefled  that, 
and  various  other  penfions,  as  bur- 
thenfome  to  the  (late.  He,  perhaps, 
knew  nothing  of  the  affair,  as  I  never 
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folicited.  Yet,  much  has  it  griev- 
ed me.  Perhaps  I  may  find  relief 
when  the  fighs  wrung  from  me  fhall 
reach  the  heart  of  the  father  of  his 
people,  in  this  my  laft  writing.  At 
prcfent,  nothing  for  me  remains,  but 
to  live,  unknown,  and  buried,  in 
Zwerbach. 

After  the  death  of  the  Emprcfs, 
that  I  might  fulfil  every  duty  to  my 
family,  I  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  de- 
firous  to  be  fully  informed  of  what 
I  had  to  hope.  This  was  my  me- 
morial. 

"  Moft  Gracious  Emperor, 
**  In  a  work  printed  at  Aix  U 
"  Chapelle,  in  1772,  the  moft  eflen- 
"  tial  parts  of  which  I  had  the  ho- 
**  nour  to  prefent  to  you,  in  1765,  in 
"  manufcripr,  is  the  following  paf- 
"  fage  : 

'  AH  opprelTed  fubjeds  ought,  at 

*  Hated 
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*  ftated  hoursj  to  have  ac:tTs  to  the 
'throne;   thofe  who   ilTould   prefer 

*  falfe  complaints,  feek  to  deceive,  or 
'obtain  flivöiijs  uncnerictd,  cug;ht 
'  to  be  made  public  examples,    and 

*  ftand  mutilated  in  the  pillory.' 

"  J,  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  am 
*'  the  firfl  who  will  pronounce  judg- 
*'  ment  on  myfcif,  if  I  am  not  able 
"  to  prove  1  liave  been  moft  un- 
"  juftly  opprelTed  under  the  reign 
"  of  the  great  Maria  Terefa,  and 
"■  deprived  of  an  tmmenfe  property 
*'  by  unjuft  judges,  and  men  in 
«  power  :  I,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
*'  a  judge  may  be  appointed,  before 
'•  v/hom  I  may  be  permitted  to  pro- 
*'  duce  my  proofs. 

*'  I  am, 
"  Gracious  Monarch, 
*'  Your  ever  faitliful  fubjccl, 

•'TRENCK." 
Jn 
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In  vain  did  I  hope  an  anfwer :  my 
petition  remained   ur.noiiced,  unre- 
garded. 

The  Empf ror  thought  proper  to 
collea:    the    legacies,    and   monies, 
beftowed  on  i^^itals,  intoonefund. 
The  fyRem  was  wife  and  good.     My 
coufin  Trenck,  as  1  have  before  faid, 
had  bequeathed   thirty-fix  thoufand 
florins  to  a  hofpital  for  the  poor  of 
Bavaria,   who   had    been    ruined    by 
him,    and    his    pandours.      This    I 
fnew^d  he  had    no  right  to  do,  hav- 
ing deduced  the   fum  from  the  fa- 
mily eftates  ;  I,  therefore,  petitioned 
the   Emperor   that    thefe  thirty   fix 
thoufand  florins  might   be  reftored, 
as   by   right  they   ought,  to  me  and 
my   children,  who  were  the  people 
^vhom  '  Trenck     had    indeed    made 
poor,   nothing    of  the    property   of 
his    acquiring    having  been   left  to 
pay  this  legacy,  but,  on  the  contrary, 

the 
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the  money   having   been   violently 
exadled  fronti  mine. 

Alas  !  The  memorial  came  before 
thofe  who  were  ill  informed  of  the 
truth,  or  deemed  the  enquiry  too 
laborious.  In  a  few  days  it  was 
determined  I  Ihould  be  anfwered 
in  the  fame  tone  in  which,  for  fix 
and  thirty  years  paft,  all  my  peti- 
tions and  remonftrances  had  been 
anfwered : 

The  request  of  the  Petitioner 

CANNOT  be  granted. 

Fortune,  my  irreconcileable enemy, 
perfecuted  me  even  in  my  retreat. 
Within  fix  years,  two  deftruflive 
hailftorms  fwept  away  my  crops  ; 
one  year  was  a  mifgrowthj  there 
were  feven  floods  ;  a  rot  among  my 
fheepi  all  poflible  calamities  befel 
me,  and  my  manor. 

The  eftate  had  been  totally  ruined, 

the 
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the  ponds  were  to  drain,  the  man- 
fion-houfe  to  repair,  three  farms 
were  to  be  put  into  a  proper  con- 
dition, and  the  whole  new  flocked. 
This  rendered  me  poor,  efptrcially 
as  my  wife's  fortune  had  been  funken 
it  law-fuits  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Cologne. 

The  unfortunate,  miferable  pea- 
fants  had  nothing,  therefore,  nothing 
could  pay  i  I,  on  the  contrary,  was 
obliged  to  advance  them  money. 
My  fons  alTifted  me  j  and  we  la- 
boured with  our  own  hands:  my  wife, 
accuflomed  to  the  affluence  of  the 
great  world,  anxious  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  a  mother,  and  an  excellent 
woman,  took  care  of  eight  children, 
without  fo  much  as  the  help  of  a 
maid.  We  lived  in  poverty  and 
"wretchednefs,  obliged  to  earn  our 
daily  bread  by  the  fweat  of  the  brow; 
and,  had  the  Emperor,  by  chance, 
7  amid 
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amid  his  peregrinations,  vifited 
Zwerbach,  he  would  have  beheld 
the  abode  of  induUry  and  virtue, 
exerting  themfelves  to  fulfil  all  the 
duties  of  man,  and  our  fufferings 
had  certainly  been  lefs  fevere. 

Enough :  I  have  arded  myfelf. 
The  monarch,  who  opprefTed,  never 
beheld  me  crouching  to  his  power. 
I  have  deferved  a  fate  more  favour- 
able j  I  avoided  a  place  where  men 
are  not  actuated  by  the  love  of  men, 
and  hid  myfelf  in  my  Zwerbach  :  I 
fighed,  faid  nothing,  wrote  much, 
feared  no  man,  and  rather  de- 
fired  to  feek  the  world's  utmofl 
boundaries,  than  live  a  witnefs  of 
certain  fcenes. 

The  greatcft  of  all  my  misfortunes 
was  my  treatment  in  the  military 
court,  where  Zetto  and  Krüg:el  were 
my  referendaries.  Zetto  had  clogged 
me  with  a  curator,   and,    when    the 
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cow  had  no  more  milk  to  give,  they 
then    began    to    torture    me  with 
deputations,    fequeftrations,     admi- 
niflrations,   and  executions.     Nine- 
teen times  was  I  obliged,  perfonally, 
to   attend     in     Vienna  within    two 
years,   and   to  travel   fourteen  pofts 
each  time  at  my  ownexpence.     This 
alone  ate  up   my   income.      Every 
fix  years  mud  I  pay    an  attorney  to 
difpute,  wrangle,  and  quarrel,  in  my 
behalf,    with    the    curator.       Their 
mutual  fquabbles   filled   huge  rolls 
of  writing,  for  all  of  which  I,  in  the 
conclufion,  was  obliged  to  pay.     If 
any  affair  was  to  be  expedited,  I,  by 
a  third   hand,  was  obliged  to  fend 
the   referendary  fome  excellent  du- 
cats.     Did    he  give  judgment  flill 
that  judgment  lay  fourteen  months 
inefficient,  and,  when  it  then  appeared, 
the  copy  was  falfe,  and  fo  was  fent 
to  the  upper  courts,  the  high  refer- 
VoL.  II,  Q^  endary 
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endary  of  which  faid  "  I  muft  be 
**  didodged  from  Zwerbach.'* 

True  it  .i?,  no  fuch  fentence  was 
ever  inferted  in  their  proceedings, 
and,  probably,  he  in  turn  may  be 
diflodged  himftlf  from  the  feat  of 
judgment,  and  once  more  become 
the  companion  of  the  honourable 
Zetto,  in  the  houfe  of  correftion. 
So  fball  his  power  be  loft,  to  dis- 
lodge, to  banifh,  worthy  citizens 
from  the  territories  of  Auftria. 

They  obliged  me  at  lafl  to  pur- 
chafe  my  naturalization.  I  fent  to 
Pruffia  for  my  pedigree,  where  the  fa- 
mily had  been  known  four  hundred 
years  i  the  atteftation  of  this  was  fent 
me  by  Count  Hertzberg.  Although 
the  family  of  Trenck  had  a  hundred 
years  been  land-holders  in  Hungary, 
yet  was  my  attorney,  by  order  of  the 
court,  obliged  to  folicit  the  inftru- 
ment  called  ritter-diploma,  for 
2  which 
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which,  under  pain  of  execution,  I 
muft  pay  two  thoufand  florins. 
Thus  are  men  treated  in  Vienna, 
and  this  treatment  I,  certainly,  fliail 
not  foon  forget. 

By  decree,  a  PrufTian  nobleman,  is 
not  noble  in  Auftria!  In  Auftria! 
Where  every  lackey,  every  wOrthlcfs 
fellow,  can  purchafe  a  diploma, 
making  him  a  knight  of  the  empire, 
for  twelve  hundred  wretched  florins  ! 
"Where  money  is  the  only  merit  ne- 
ceflTary  for  acquiring  the  title  of 
Count !  Where  fuch  men  as  P — 
and  Graflalkowitz  have  purchafed 
the  dignity  of  Prince  ! 

I  am,  at  length,  fufFered  to  be  at 
refl:.  They,  by  whom  I  was  perfe- 
cuted,  inllead  of  cleanfing  courts  of 
juftice,  cleanfe  the  fhreets.  They 
may,  perhaps,  foon  have  company. 

Tortured  by  courts,  terrified  by 

hail-ftorms,  I  determined  to  dread 
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them  no  more,  determined  to  de- 
pend on  the  produdions  of  my  ptn, 
and  to  publifh  a  colleftion  of  my 
works  in  eight  volumes,  and  this 
hiftory  of  my  life. 

Fourteen  months  accomplidied 
this  purpofe.  My  labours  found  a 
favourable  reception  through  all 
Germany,  procu-ed  me  money,  ef- 
teem,  and  honour,  and  I  will  now 
no  more  ftrugglc  through  my  few 
remaining  years  under  the  burthen 
of  law-fuits,  curators,  referendaries, 
attornies,  courts  of  juftice,  and  the 
unworthy  in  authority.  I  will  live 
as  if  I  never  had  pofiefTed  any  pro- 
perty on  this  poor  earth  but  what  is 
included  within  my  own  head.  By 
my  writings  only  will  1  feek  the 
means  of  exiftence ;  by  my  writings 
only  endeavour  to  obtain  the  appro- 
bation and  the  love  of  men. 

For  this  1  need  not  be  of  any 

coun- 
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country,  want  no  title,  no  protec- 
tion, no  court  favour,  no  lordiliips, 
no  particular  place  of  abode,  no  uni- 
form, no  F'tJei  comm-Jf- curator  \  I  arrv 
a  free  burger  of  the  world,  depend- 
ent on  no  earthly  prince  j  and  to 
my  children  I  will  leave  my  literary 
property.  This  nothing  can  con- 
fifcate. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  :»  *  *  * 

On  the  22d  of  Augiift,  1786,  the 
news  arrived  that  Frederic  the  Great 
had  left  this  world  ! 

*  •*  *  '^  *  *  :'/.-  '-^  '4:  '-k 

The  prefent  reigning  monarch, 
the  beft  among  the  friends  of  men, 
the  witnefs  of  my  fufFerings  in  my 
native  countrj^,  immediately  fent  me 
a  royal  paflport  for  Berlin,  The  con- 
fifcation  of  my  eftates  was  annulled, 
and  my  deceafed  brother,  in  Pruflia,. 
had  left  my  children  his  heirs ! 

^  s«^  :^  ij^  >/;r  ^i  >,*  ^i  '^  -H 
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I  journey,  with  the  imperial 
pcrmiffion,  back  to  my  country, 
which  I  have  been  two  and  forty 
years  expelled!  I  journey  —  not 
as  a  pardoned  malcfaftor,  but  as  a 
man  whufe  innocence  has  bten  efta- 
blifhcd  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
adions,  has  been  proved  in  his  writ- 
ings, and  who  is  journeying  to 
receive  his  reward ! 

Here  I  fhall  once  more  encounter 
my  old  friends,  my  relations,  and  thofe 
who  have  known  me  in  the  day  of 
myafflidion.  Here  fhall  I  appear,  not 
as  my  country's  Traitor,  but,  as  my 
country's  Martyr!  The  Martyr  of 
Virtue  ! 

Wliat  is  the  expanfion  of  my 
foul  at  obtaining  that  for  wjiich  I  fo 
long  have  laboured!  What  my  joy 
at  the  profpeft  of  futurity,  at  the 
vidory  which  fortitude,  honour, 
and  truth,  unlhaken,  have  won !  1 
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iinagined  my  end  would  have  been, 
what  niy  life  was — tragical !  But  a 
different  kene  opens  to  my  view.  Of 
this  rcfplendent  fcene  again  Ihall  I 
appear  one,  and  now  have  I  to  prove 
1  am  the  very  man  1  have  fo  often 
aflerted  myfelf  to  be,  in  this  my 
hiflory.  Yet  is  it  a  great  under- 
taking for  a  grey  head,  become  grey 
in  its  contefts  with  misfortune,  and 
requiring  retirement  and  reft.  Slum- 
bering ambition,  lulled  by  philofo- 
phy,  again  is  roufed,  animates  and 
infpires  my  foul,  prompting  me  to 
fcek  that  reward  for  others  which, 
once,  I  fought  for  myfelf.  To 
theai  1  leave  my  name  a"nd  rights ; 
to  them  whom,  not  requiring  their 
confent,  I  called  into  -exiftencei 
who,  fro.-u  the  example  of  their  fa- 
ther, contemplating  the  paft,  might 
imagine  this  nether  world  only  the 
hell  of  man,  and  that  they  mull: 
0^4.  firft 
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fiift  expecfl  the  rewards  of  virtue 
beyond  the  grave,  had  they  not 
learned,  from  my  example,  alfo,  to 
exped:  better  of  futurity.  Yes,  for 
my  eight  children  will  I  ftill  live; 
them  will  I  condu(5l  into  thofe  paths 
of  honour  in  which  I  was,  myfelf, 
conducted  by  my  anceftors :  paths 
to  me  fo  gloomy,  yet  fo  glorious. 

Safe  am  I  arrived  in  haven,  a 
weather-beaten,  but  experienced, 
ihipman,  enabled  to  indicate  the 
hidden  rocks  and  quickfands  of  this 
life's  perturbed  fhoresj  often  have  I 
llruck,  often  been  wrecked,  but  ne- 
ver foundered. 

PofTible,  though  little  probable, 
nre  ftill  future  ftorms.  For  thefe, 
alfo,  am  I  prepared.  Long  had  I 
reafon  daily  to  curfe  the  rifing  fun, 
and,  fetting,  to  behold  it  with  hor- 
ror. Death  to  me  appears  the 
greateft  benefit  i    a  certain  palfage 
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from  agitation  to  pence,  from  mo- 
tion to  reft.  I  fear  not  the  terrific 
dreams  of  futurity.  My  ciiillren, 
however,  jocund  in  youth,  delight 
in  prefent  exiltence.  Wlien  I  have 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  father,  then 
may  I  voluntarily  ceafe  to  live;  nor 
is  it  impofTible  but  a  remarkable 
fupplcmentmay  follow,  of  theftr;inge 
viciintudes  of  this  my  life,  in  which 
I  may  fpeak  more  openly  of  things 
I  have  been,  in  prudence,  obliged 
partly  to  conceal. 

Thou,  oh  God !  my  righteous 
judge,  didft  ordain  that  I  fhould  be, 
that  I  might  reniain,  an  example  of 
fuffering  to  the  world  j  thou  madeft 
me  what  I  am,  gavefl:  me  thefe 
ftrong  paflions,  thefe  quick  nerves, 
this  univerfal  glow,  this  thrilling  of 
the  blood,  when  I  behold  injuftice. 
Strong  was  my  mind,  that  deeply  ic 
might  meditate   on  deep  fubjeds  j 
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flfong  my  memory,  that  thefe  medi- 
tations I  might  retain  j  ftrong  my 
body,  that  proudly  it  might  fupport 
all  it  has  pleafed  thee  to  inflift. 

Could  I  believe^  with  St.  Paul, 
there  are,«  indeed,  vefTels  of  wrath 
fitted  for  deftruflion,  then  might  I 
affirm  that,  to  fuch,  this  world  were 
a  hell.  But  not  fo  :  with  the  eyes 
of  philofophy  I  contemplate  the 
good  God,  who,  himfelf,  is  void  of 
wrath,  revenge,  or  the  poor  pafTions 
by  which  his  poor  creatures  are  tor- 
tured. Him  have  I  to  thank  for 
enabling  me  to  encounter  and  to 
conquer  a  hoft  of  troubles,  and  leav- 
ing me  flill  in  being  to  reap  the 
fruit  of  my  vidlories. 

Should  I  continue  to  exift,  fliouH 
identity  go  with  me,  and  I  fhould 
know  what  I  was,  then,  when  I  was 
called  Trenck  ;  when  that  combina- 
tion of  particles,  which  Nature  com- 
manded 
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manded  (hould  compofe  this  body, 
fliall  be  dccompofcd,  fcattered,  or 
in  other  bodies  united;  when  I  have 
no  mufcies  to  a6l:,  no  brain  to  think, 
no  retina  on  which  pi'ftures  can 
mechanically  be  painted,  my  eyes 
walled,  and  no  tongue  remaining  to 
pronounce  the  Creator's  name,  fhould 
I  flill  behold  a  Creator  i  then,  oh 
then,  will  my  fpirit  mount,  and  in- 
dubitably aflbciate  with  the  fpirits 
of  thejufl,  that  expedant  wait  their 
golden  harps,  and  glorious  crowns, 

from    the   moft  high    God For 

human  weaknefTes,  human  feelings, 
arifing  from  oir  nature,  fpringing 
from  our  temperament,  which  the 
Creator  has  ordained  fhall  be  even 
thus,  and  no  otherwifej  for  thefc 
have  1  fuffered  enough  on  earth  •,  for 
thefe  can  I  have  nothing  to  fear, 
beyond  the  grave,  from  a  juft  God, 
who  made  me  man,  and  not  angeJ, 

and 
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and  ftationed  me  in  that  world  in 
which  his  own  hand  had  mingled 
good  and  evil. 

Such  is  my  confeflion  of  faith : 
in  this  have  I  lived,  in  this  will  I 
die.  The  duties  of  a  man,  and  of  a 
Chrillian,  I  have  fulfilled  -,  nay,  often 
have  exceeded,  often  have  been  too 
benevolent,  too  generous  j  perhaps, 
alfo,  too  proud,  too  vain;  I  could 
not  bend,  although  liable  to  be  bro- 
ken. Many  a  fleeplefs  night  has  a 
noble  third  of  knowledge  made  me 
pafs,  Exjftence  was  given  man  to 
be  employed  —  I  lliall  have  deep 
enough  in  eternal  night. 

That  I  have  not  ferved  the  world, 
in  a(5ts  and  employments  where 
beft  I  might,  is,  perhaps,  my  own 
fault  i  the  fault  of  my  manner^ 
which  is  now  too  radical  to  be  cor- 
rected, in  this  my  fixtieth  year.  — - 
YeSi  I  acknowledge  my  failing,   ac- 

knaw- 
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knowledge  it  unblufliingly ;  nay, 
glory  in  the  pride  of  a  noble  nature. 
Joy  fliall  fpring  up  and  quicken  in 
my  heart,  when  my  example,  the  in- 
ftru(5lions  I  give  to  youth,  (hall 
teach  them,  idle  and  thoughtlefs  as 
they  often  are,  virtue  and  wifdom, 
and  thus  enfure  their  happinefs.  Joy 
fliall  make  m/  white  locks  again 
youthful,  when  grey  beards  fhall 
learn,  from  me,  to  think  and  aft 
more  honourably,  and  to  die  tran- 
quilly. Joy  fhall  again  enlighten 
my  foul,  when  the  deceitful  fhall 
become  honed  j  the  idle  induftrious; 
the  ignorant  learned;  the  flave  a 
free  man;  and  the  man  of  fin, 
upright,  jufl,  and  benevolent. 

For  myfelf,  I  afk  nothing  of  thofe 
"who,  having  read  my  hiftory,  fhall 
become  my  friends,  for  nothing  I 
need  ;  but  to  them  do  I  commit  my 
wife  and  children.     My  eldeft  fon 

is 
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is  alieutenantintheTufcany  regiment 
of  cavalry,  under  General  Lafcy,  and 
does  honour  to  his  father's  principles. 
The  fecond  fcrves  his  prefent  Pruf- 
fian  majefty,  as  enfign  in  the  Pofa- 
dowfky  dragoons,  with  equal  pro- 
mife.  The  third  is  dill  a  child.  — 
My  daughters  will  make  worthy  men 
happy,  for  virtue  and  gentlenefs  have 
they  imbibed  with  their  mother's 
milk.  Monarchs  may  hereafter  re- 
member what  I  have  fufFered,  what 
I  have  loft,  and  what  is  due  to  my 
afhes.  With  this  reflexion  I  calmly 
quit  the  world. 

Here  do  I  publicly  declare  I 

•will  feek  no  other  revenge  againft 
my  enemies  than  that  of  defpifing 
their  evil  deeds.  It  is  my  wifh,  and 
Ihall  be  my  endeavour,  difficult  as 
is  the  tafl<,  to  forget  the  paft, 
and,  having  committed  no  offence, 
neither  will  I  folicit  monarchs  for  fa- 
vour 
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vour  and  pods  of  honour,  but,  as  I 
have  lived  a  free   man,  a  free  man 
will  I  die. 

Let  the  wife  and  benevolent  reader 
grant  me  compalTion,  and,  by  my 
example,  avoid  much  of  that  mifery 
in  which  too  much  raflinefs,  or  too 
little  caution,  has  involved  me. 

He,  whofe  untimely  ambition  im- 
pels him  to  undertakings  beyond  his 
flrcngth  ;  he,  who  concerns  himfelf 
with  affairs  not  properly  his  own;  he, 
who  erefts  himfelf  into  a  reformer  of 
this  world's  abufes,  will  be  the  martyr 
of  virtue,  or,  perhaps,  the  dupe  of 
folly,  and,  after  having  lived  perfe- 
cuted,  may  even  have  the  fortune  to 
die  defpifed, 

I  conclude  this  my  hiftoryon  the  even- 
ing preceding  my  journey  to  Berlin  : 
now,  when  I  take  leave  of  my  belov- 
ed wife  and  children.  Grant,  oh  God, 
that  for  them  I  may  journey !  God 

grant 
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grant  I  may  encounter  no  new  afflic- 
tions,   to    be   inferted   in   the  third 
volume  of  this  tragical  hiflory. 
Higher  and  better  be  my  hopes. 

Dated  at  the  Caftle  of  Zwerbach, 
December  i8th,  1786. 

T  REN  CK. 
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